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Exemplified in the following Tragical Relations: 


J. Of a Nobleman of Parguudy, } 
who falling in Love witha Lady | 
at Church, marries. her; and 
living very happily, his Siſter | 
envies them, and contrives their 
Ruin by fomenting Jealouſies 
betwixt them ; which occaſions 


a Duel betwixt him and anot 


Gentleman; which not ſuc- 
— her Wiſh, ſhe poiſons 


her Siſter-in-law, and then 


Brother ; for which ſheis tried, 
hang'd, burn'd, and her Aſhes 


thrown into the Air. 


II. Of a Gentleman of Venice, 
who firſt by himſelf, and then 
by his Friend, ſollicits the Love 

of a Lady of Milan. She falls 
deſperately in Love with, and 


marries his Friend; which 


Geatleman reſenting, challen- 
ges, fights, and kills the Huſ- 
band; in Revenge for which ſhe 
employs rwo Ruffians to kill 
.him; this being diſcover'd, ſhe 
is hang'd, burnt, and her Aſhes 


- ſcatter'd in the Air. 


H. Of a French Nobleman, who | 
falling in Love with a Farmer's | 


her 


her 


the 


] 


Daughter, debauches her, and 
then cauſes her and her Infant 
to be murder'd, to make Way 
for his Preferment in Marriage 


to a Ladyof agreat Family and 


Fortune. His Villainy being 
diſcover'd, he is broke alive, 
and his Accomplices ſuffer the 
moſt ignominious Deaths. 


IV. Of a Gentleman and Lady of 


Valentia, who entertaining a 
mutual Love for each other, 
ſhe to ſecure him her own, 
cauſes his Rival to be murder'd. 
They are married; but ſhe gi- 
ving him Cauſe of Jealouſy, he 


murders her and her Paramour. 
- This occaſions a Duel between 
him and the Brother of her firſt 


Loyer, in which he treache- 
rouſly kills him; for which he 


is tried, confeſſes the formep 


Murder, and is executed. 


V. Of a Venetian, who murdered 
his Wife becauſe ſne was old; 
for which he is tried and con- 
victed on the Evidence of his 
own Daughter, and at laſt erxe- 


cuted. 


Embelliſh'd with ſeyeral curious Copper-Plate Cuts 


adapted to the Work. 
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The HISTORY of *| 


Grand-Pre and Mermanaa. 


1 — — 


E. 4 L 4 * — 
7 * p 


. ä 


- \ 


N UM B. I. 


N the Kingdom of France, near the City 
n Axe, upon the Frontiers of PBurgunay, 
= 1 lived Aonſkur de Erandmont, a Gentleman of 
an ancient and noble Family, and of an extra- 
ordinary Character, who had to his Wife Ma- 
demoiſelle de Carny, the only Daughter of Moree ae 
2 uſerat, worth Gentleman of the City of Dole; 2 
Lady as remarkable for her Virtue and other excellent 
Accompliſhments, as for the exceeding Beauty of her 
Perſon. This married Couple lived long in perfect Con- 
tent and mutual Happineſs, the conſtant Attendants of 
Virtue and Love founded on Ręaſon; their Eſtate en- 
creaſing, even beyond their greateſt Fox ectations, as a Re- 
ward for their Goodneſs. And at all to compleat their 
Happineſs, they were bleſt with three Sons, Grand-Pre, 
Tileneuf, and Maſſeron; and two Daughters, named 
Mademoiſelle de Hautefelia, and de Creſſye. Theſe five | 
Children, their own natural Parts being aſſiſted by the 
beſt Inſtructions, and their Behaviour influenc'd by their 
Parents good Example, advanced in Virtue and Know- 
ledge as much as Years; and, if one cou'd judge from 
their Number, ſeemed to promiſe a ſucceeding numerous 
Race; but the Providence of God that over-riles all 
Actions and their Events, ordained the Contrary. 


, Grand 
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Grand-Pre, the Eldeſt, being of a warlike Diſpofi 


tion, with his Father's leave, enter'd himſelf into the 


2 


Army, under the Command of that brave General, Grave 


Maurice, then Earl of Naſſau, fince Prince of Orange. 
Vileneuf delighting in Books, was ſent by his Father 
to: fludy at Pont-au Moufſon: But the old Gentleman 
deſigned his 22 Son, Mafſeron, ſhou'd live at home 
with him; however, he at laſt, tho with great unwilling- 
neſs, = with him, at the earneſt Requeſt of that 
noble Marſhal of France, who ſo bravely but unfortunately 


loft his Head in the Baſtile of Paris; who, taking a par- 


ticular Fancy to him on account of his Beauty, deſired to 
have him for his Page. | 

As for their two Daughters; Hautefelia lived with her 
Parents; and 4 Creſſye, they preſented to a great Lady of 


Burgundy, whoſe vaſt Riches and Honours cou'd not pre- 
| ſerve her from the violent Grief with which ſhe was 


afflicted for the Death of her Husband, and Son the 


Baron of Lux; who, in a Campaign were both kill'd by 


that generous and brave Prince of Lorin, the Duke of 


gr | | 
But now obſerve the Inconſtancy of Fortune, or rather the 


Power and Will of Heaven, which can ſoon change our 
Mirth into Mourning, our Joys into Tears, and eur Hopes 


into Deſpair; for within the ſpace of one Year, of theſe 
five Children but two remained alive. —_ was 
_ drowned at Pont-au Mouſſon, as he was bathing - 


imſelf 
in the River: Maſſeron was killed in a Duel at Fontain- 
bleau by Roſſat, a Gaſton, Page to the Duke of Eſpernon: 


And Haute elia died at home with her Parents of a violent | 


Fever. | 

Granamont and de Carny his Wife, being thus afflicted 
at ſo great a Loſs as the Death of three of their Children, 
reſolve to call home the other two, to be a Pleaſure and 
Comfort to them in their old Age; but in this their 
Hopes ſadly deceiv'd them. From whence we may 


obſerve with how little Certainty we can rely on any Thing 


on this fide the Grave; and that very often thoſe very 
Things or Perſons, on which we fooliſhly 9 55 our chief 
Happineſs and Pleaſure depend, are the Cauſe of our 


greateſt Troubles and Misfortunes. Pirſt rom the Baroneſs 
of Lux comes de Creſſye; who ſucceeding her Siſter, we 


ſhall' in the Sequel of this Hiſtory call by the Name of 


' Hautefelia ; ſoon after her comes Grand-Pre from Hol- 


land, 
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Jana, where, (in ſeveral Services) he had left behind 
him many particular and honourable Marks of his Courage 
and Valour. | | Fe 
Immediately upon his Arrival, the chief of the Nobility 
and Gentry come to condole with him, and expreſs their 
mutual Concern for the Death of his Brothers and Siſter, 
as well as to congratulate him upon his ſafe and happy 
Return, and, according to cuſtom, load him with Compli- 
ments, which generally proceed more from Civility and Com- 
laiſance, than Friendſhip and Eſteem. However, they 
d their greateſt Praiſes are not undeſervedly beſtowed 
on Grand-Pre; for he appears in the Opinion of them 
all, which ſecures him from a partial Judgment, a perfect 
Gentleman. But his Qualifications conſiſt not in outward 
Shew and Grandeur, too often miſtaken for real Worth, 
but in inward Generoſity and true Greatneſs of Spirit; not 
in the idle and ridiculous Foppery of Dreſs and Faſhions, 
but in the more manly and noble Perfections of Mind and 
Body. His Inclination is wholly turned to the Exerciſe 
of War, and not to the more modern Arts of — 
and ſeducing unwary Innocence; being perfectly ſenſible 
that the one will bring him laſting Honour and true Glory, 
but the other laſting Shame and ſad Repentance. His 
Diverſions are not Balls and Plays, Dancing and Aſ- 
ſemblies, where Vice triumphs, and Virtue is too often put 
to Shame; and his Behaviour is quite oppoſite to our mo- 
dern fine Gentlemen, and young gay Courtiers, who think 
no Pleaſure to be comparcd to fine Dreſs and grand Appear- 
ance, and no Happineſs like their Miſtreſs's Favour, and who 
is perhaps as remarkable an Example of Pride and IIl-na- 
ture, as Folly and Ignorance. His only Exerciſe and Plea- 
ſure is riding the great Horſe, diſplaying Colours, handling 
the Pike, exercifing the Musket, and making himſelf per- 
fet in the whole Art of War. The ſwee: Sound of the 
ſoft Flute and melodious Violin, are intirely diſagreeable 
to him, who eſteems no Muſic like the rattling of Drums, 
the Sound of Trumpets, and the thundering of Can- 
nons. But this warlike and martial Spirit will be found not 
laſting, tho“ ſeemingly ſo deeply rooted; which may ſerve 
to ſhew the Weakneſs of our Thoughts, the Inconſtancy 
of our Delights, and the Incertainty of our Reſolutions, 
We ſhall ſoon ſee Grans-Pre ſo perfectly vanquiſhed by 
an agrecable Beauty, as to leave War for Peace, Arms 
for Love, and Enemies for a Miſtreſs. But time alone can 
cauſe this ſurprizing Alterati.n, B The 


— _ 
—— 


now is the Time that his Paſſions and Affection prevail 


L g. 


The old Gentleman his Father, obſerving this warlike 


Diſpoſition in his Son Grand- Pre, is fearful leſt his 
aſpiring and ambitious Temper ſhou'd induce him to ſeck 
Wars abroad in foreign Countries, as there are none in 
his own; and therefore, being deſirous of his Preſence 


and Company to ſweeten his former Afflictions, and give 


Life to his furure Hopes and Content, profers him the Choice 
of a Wife among many rich and beautiful young Ladies, 
of the beſt and moſt ancient Families in the Kingdom 


but Grand-Pre is deaf to theſe Propoſals and Intreatics, 


and thinks 'twould caſt a Blemiſh on his Valour and 


Honour to hearken to them. His Father perceiving his 
Reſolution, thought of another Invention; Which was, in 
the Winter to leave the Country, and refide in the City 

of Dijon; (famous as well for the ancient Seat of the 


Dukes of Burgundy, as for the preſent Court of Parliament) 
hoping, that amongſt the vaſt Number of beautiful and 
agreeable Ladies, with which that City is adorned, his 
Son Grand-Pre might find out one more deſerving than 
the reſt to engage his Affections; and at laſt, his Expecta- 


tions were not diſappointed. _ - 


One Sunday Morning in Tent, as Grand-Pre went to 


the Royal Chapel to hear Father Juſtinian (a Capuchin 
Friar) preach, he obſerved; oppofite to him a tall young 
Lady, whoſe rich Dreſs ſerved only to ſet off her extra- 
ordinary Beauty, which appeared in a more particular 
Manner conſpicuous by her modeſt and graceful Behaviour : 
In ſhort, ſhe appeared ſo amiable and ſo lovely, ſo charm- 
ing and ſo perfectly agreeable to him, that he cou'd not 
help feeling an unuſual Emotion in his Heart, which 
cated ſo Baden a Confuſion in him, as 1s impoſſible to 
be deſcribed, and thoſe alone can have any tolerable Idea 
of, who have met with the like unexpected, but pleaſing 
Surprize. | f | ; 
By this Time, the young Lady could not help taking 


- Notice, with what Earneſtneſs and Delight &rand-Pre 
| look'd at her; and obſerving him to appear an agreeable 


young Gentleman, richly dreſs'd, and attended by a Foot- 
man, a Grandeur perfectly agrecable to the aſpirirg De- 


fires and ' mbition of the Ladies, immediately dy d her 


lilly Cheeks with a roſy Bluſh, which gave ſuch an addi- 


tional Grace to her Beauty, that Erand-Pre cou'd no longer 


reſiſt the powerful Influence of ſo ſweet a Charm. And 


aver 
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over his former Thoughts and weak Reſolutions, and his 
ſtubborn Heart ſubmits to Love. He no longer perſiſts 
in the Prejudice he had conceived againſt the Power and 
Dignity of Love; but, in Oppoſition to his former Opinion, 
which he now thinks erroneous, eſteems no Happineſs or 
Pleafure, comparable to enjoying the Company of the 
young Lady of his Affections. But if he is thus highly 
delighted with her Beauty and graceful Appearance, ſhe is 
no leſs. affected with his agreeable Perſonage, and genteel 
Behaviour; but, ſuitable to that Modeſty which is the pe- 
culiar Characteriſtic of a virtuous Woman, is more reſerved 
and cautious in the exterior Demonſtration of it; for as he 
cannot keep his Eyes from gazing tenderly on her, fo ſhe 
looks on him, only by ſtealth, that ſhe may not be per- 
ceived ; or if ever ſhe trangreſſes that Decorum, ſhe imme- 
diately checks her Eyes from exceeding the uſual and ne- 


ceſſary bounds of Modefty and Diſcretion. 


But now to the great Grief of our two new Lovers, the 
Sermon is ended, and all prepare to depart z and their 
Eyes with much Unwillingneſs and Diſcontent are forc'd to 
take their Leave of each other; when Grand-Pre walking 
a. Turn or two in the Church, is doubly tormented and per- 

lex'd, firſt with Grief that he is deprived of his Miſtreſs's 
ight, and then with Vexation, that he neither knows her, 
npr even ſo much as her Name; but Love, which, like 
Hunger and Neceſſity, may be called the Sharpner of our 


Wit, and Mother of Invention, made him think of ſhew- 


ing her to his Page, and ſending him to enquire ſecretly 
who ſhe was. His Page quickly returns, and informs him, 
that ſhe is Nſademoiſelle Mermanda, eldeſt Daughter of 
Monſieur de Creſſonville, one of the chief Preſidents of the 
Court of Parliament. Grand-Pre is extremely rejoiced 
at knowing who ſhe is, and in particular, as he fihds it 
will be no Diſgrace either to himſelf or his Family to 
m__ her; and therefore laying aſide all his other Deſigns 

d Reſolutions, (and bidding farewell to' the Wars) he 
reſolves, if poſſible, to obtain * in Marriage. To which 
end, the next Day, with two or three Gentlemen his parti- 


cular Friends, he by ſome Means or other gains Admit- 


rance into her Father's Houſe ; and while they entertain 
the Mother, her Father being not at home, he addreſfes 
the Daughter, and now his AﬀeQions highly and rationally 
encreaſe, as he finds the Excellency of her Mind perfectly 
anſwerable to the Beauty of mw Perfon; and ſhe too, being 
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now as ſenſible of his Underſtanding, as his graceful out- 


ward Appearance, eſteems herſelf as bleſt in ſuch a Lover, 
as he thinks himſelf happy in having found ſuch a Miſtreſs, 


Grang-Pre, being thus kindly received at the firſt Viſit, 


with Mermanda's Conſent, takes a ayer Opportunity 


to go to her Father, and diſcoyer to him his Affection for 


his Daughter; and his Defire to obtain her for his Wife. 
In this manner having begun his Suit, he leaves his Father. 
Granamont to finiſh it, and conſtantly frequents the 


Company of his beautiful Miſtreſs Mermanaa. 


Her Father „ is ſo far from diſliking this pro- 


os'd Marriage, that he eſteems it an Honeur done to him; 
ut, as he knows that Grandmont has alſo one only 


Daughter, as himſelf has a Son, he defires to make this 
x double Match, thereby to contract a more firm and ſtri&. 


Union between the two Families. This further Propoſal 


being conſulted on by the old Parents, was at laſt agreed 


to by the young Folks. And now I ſhall purpoſely omit 


giving any particular Account of, firſt the Conference, then. 


the Letters ſent by (rand-Pre to Mermanaa, and by 


Mermanda to Grand-Pre, by De Malleray (Crefſonville's 
Son) to Hautefelia, and by Hautefelia to De Malleray, 


that I may not ſwell this ſhort Hiſtory to too great, and un- 


neceſſary a Length. In ſhort, theſe Marriages, to the ex- 
ceeding Joy of the Parents, and the perfect Satisfaction 
and Content of their Sons and Daughters, were celebrated 


with all Variety of Feaſting, Dancing, and other Entertain+ 
ments, anſwerable to their Quality and Dignities on ſo joy- 


ful an Occaſion. 
But now we may reflect, that our Expectations and Hopes, 


tho ſeemingly never ſo well founded, are often ruſtrated; 


a lively Example of which may be ſeen in our young 


Couples; for no ſooner will they have reached the Height 
of er Wiſhes, and obtained their deſired Happineſs, but 


the Sun-ſhine of their Joy will be over- clouded and darken- 


ed by a diſmal Storm of Grief, Sorrow, and Misfortune. 
From whence we may obſerve, that there is no perfect nor 
laſting Felicity under the Sun; but that all Things in this 
World are ſubject to a perpetual Revolution and Change. 
Mermanda is of 4 mild and good-natur'd Diſpoſition, but 
Hautefelia imperious and revengeful; and never did any 
married Couple live in more Content, or greater Happineſs, 


than Grand- Pre and his Wife Mermanda for the Space of 
one whole Year; wherein ſhe was ſo loving and courteous 


to 
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[13 ] 
to him, and he ſo tender and kind to her, that their mutual 
ow? ge" and Virtue, engaged the univerſal Eſteem and 
Praiſe of every Body, except only Hautefelia For ſhe, 
envying Mermanda's Proſperity and Happineſs, becauſe ſhe 
could neither pretend to the one, nor equal the other, and 
ſeeing with no other Eyes than thoſe of Ambition and 
Malice, endeavoured to bring ſome Diſgrace upon her, and 
eclipſe the Brightneſs of her Virtues and Glory, At the 
fame Time, remembring that the Baron of PBetanford 
(living not far from Auxone) who ſometimes uſed to viſit 
her Brother Grand- Pre, had highly enraged her, by buying 
a Jewel from her, which ſhe — offered Money for to a 
Goldſmith at Dijon Fair, and for not returning to her a 
fine Lap-dog which his Page had ſtolen from her; ſhe was 
3 at the ſame Time to be revenged on him, and her 
Siſter-· in- law Mermanda. | 3 1 

Here we may obſerve, the weak Reaſons and trifling 
Motives that this raſh and wicked Woman has for her Ma- 
lice and Revenge; but ſhe is reſolute in it, and as ſhe has 
form'd a Deſign, is reſolvd to compleat it; to which end, 
ſhe ſends a Servant of her's purpoſely near Aurone, to her 
Brother Grand-Pre, with a 8 deſiring him imme- 
diately to ride over to her; for ſhe has a Secret of great 


Importance to reveal to him, which ſhe does not think pro- 


er to be truſted to Writing; at the ſame Time adviſing 
im to frame ſome ether Excuſe to her Husband for his 
ſudden coming. | | 
As ſoon as Grand-Pre had received his Siſter's Letter, 
he took Horſe, and went directly to Dijon, where his Bro- 


ther and Siſter welcome him with the greateſt Marks of Joy 


and Kindneſs, but he obſerves her to appear much more 
forrowful than uſual; he is entirely ignorant of the (pre- 
tended) cauſe of her Diſcontent ; but Lis Knowledge of it 
will come too ſoon for his Quiet, and his Curioſity will pay 
much too dear for it, at the Expence of his Eaſe. As ſoon 


as Supper is over, they all take a Walk in the Garden, to 


enjoy the ſweet Pleaſure of a ſerene and calm Summer's 


Evening; where after they had walked as long as was agree- 
able to their Inclinations, Grand-Pre took his Leave of his 
Brother and Siſter, and was conducted to his Chamber. 
Hautefelia preſently follows him, and with Tears in her 
Eyes informs him, that ſhe knows for certain, the Baron 
of Betanford is too familiar with his Wife Mermanda; 
which ſhe tells him, was a very great Uneaſineſs to * as 
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oon as ſhe knew it, and now ſhe thinks herſelf obliged to 


reveal to him, tho' with the utmoſt Sorrow, becauſe ſhe is 
as tender of his Honour as her own, which ſhe eſteems as 


much as her Liſe. 


Grand- Pre, amazed at this firange and unexpected News, 
acts like one entirely depriv'd of 
the Ground, now caſts himſelf on the Bed, then en the 


Floor; and had not his Siſter prevented him, had killed 


himſelf with his own Sword. Such is the wretched Effect 
of Jealouſy, which tranſports us beyond our Reaſon, ſets 
even the moſt innocent Actions in a wrong Light, and takes 
the moſt ſlight Inſinuations for the ſtrongeſt Proofs. And 
now his vile and malicious Siſter {more out of Policy than 
rm rp vr all her Arts and Perſuaſions, and at laſt brings 
him to himſelf ; when they conclude to keep it ſecret from 
the World, but Grand-Pre vows to be ſeverely revenged 
both on his Wife, and the Baron of Hetanford. 


| Hautefehia, having thus broached her inveterate and im- 
placable Malice, with which ſhe was not a little pleaſed, 


went to Bed, leaving her Brother, . not to Sleep, but ſpend 
the remaining part of the Night in tedious WatchfuJneſs 
and tormenting jealouſy. The next Morning (much ſooner 
than his uſual Hour) he roſe, took his Leave of his Brother 
and Siſter, and ſo very fad and penſive rides Home. 

As ſoon as he was come Home, his Wife Aſermanda, 


perceiving him dull, is very deſirous of knowing the Cauſe 
of it, and begs him to tell her what Grief or Misfortune 
had befallen him, for ſhe was as willing to bear the Half of 
his Troubles, as of his Joys and Proſperity; and then as 


ſhe was us'd to do went to kiſs him, but he, not like a 


tender and loving Husband, turn'd away from her, which 


Me was very much ſurpriz d at, not knowing the Cauſe, 
and being never uſed to ſuch unk ind Treatment. After 
Supper (Jealouſy being his chief Diſh, and Grief her's) he 
— three or four ſolitary Turns in the Court, and then ſent 
his Page for his Wife ; who betwixt Comfort and Sorrow, 
Hope and Deſpair, immediately went to him. He asks her 
whether ſhe is willing to walk with him; ſhe anſwers 


him, That his Pleaſure ſpall be her's, and that ſhe «will 


moſt willingly and joyfully wait on him where he pleaſes. 
Upon which, as ſoon as they were come to a ſolitary Grove, 


ſhewing his Anger. by his Looks, he in a very unkind Man- 
ner, accuſeth her of Adultery Sh the Baron of Zeranfors. 


Poor 


us Senfes, he ſtamps on 
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Poor Mermands was ſo griev'd and confounded at this 


unexpected News, that ſhe ſell into a Swoon; and her 
Husband Grand- Pre had a great Difficulty to recover her: 
But as ſoon as ſhe came to herſelf, ſhe burſt out into Tears, 
and endeavour'd to convince him of the Falfity of the Impu- 
tation, and the. Malice of her Accuſers ; invoked Heaven 
and Earth to bear witneſs of her Innocence; and at the 


ſame "Time, to clear the Baron of Hetanfora, ſhe proteſted, 
that he never preſumed ſo much, as to ſpeak to her in a 


Manner unbecoming the ſtricteſt Chaſtity and Honour, 
Grand Pre, conſidering her Words, and ſeeing her op- 
— with Sorrow, and over-whelm'd with Tears, be- 
ieves his Wife, and is (ſeemingly) ſatisſied that both ſhe 
and the Baron are innocent; intreats her to forgive his 
Raſhneſs, and promiſes never more to mention, or ſo much 


as think of it; but that his future Love and I enderneſs 
ſhall make amends for bis ill- grounded Jealouſy. 


But his Wife Mermanda, notwithſtanding this Submiſ- 
ſion and Reconciliation of her Husband ſtill remains diſ- 
conſolate, finding it eaſy to give way to Grief, but very dif- 


ficult to remove it; ſhe is in an extreme Doubt what to do, 


or how to behave herſelf in this Perplexity; far ſhe is per- 
fectly ſenſible, that if the Baron of Beranford ſhou'd come 
to viſit her Husband as uſual, twou'd but revive and con- 
firm n tho' they were both entirely innocent, 
and far from deſerving his unjuſt Suſpicions. Upon this, 
ſhe reſolves to write a Letter to the ; of Beranford, 


and deſire him to avoid coming to her Houſe as uſual, and 
to inform him of the Reaſon of it ; but then ſhe thinks 1t 
wou'd be too great a mark of Imprudence and Preſumption, 
or that the Letter might be intercepted, or her Husband 
come to hear of it; however, at laſt, fearing the ill Conſe- 
queens of his coming, and being encouraged by her own 


nnocence, and the Baron's Prudence, ſhe concluded to 


write to him, which ſhe did to this Effect. | 
=O, 


17 T is not awith Blufbes, but Tears, that I now preſume 
to write to you; for, you muſt certainly think tis no 


. ſmall Grief to me to publiſp my Husband's Impruzence, 
awhich by Duty I know I am bound to conceal ; neither had 
LT attempted it, but that Grief and Neceſſity oblig d me; 

for my unſpotted Chaſtity has not eſcap'd the Injury of 2s 
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M- grounded Fealouſy, which makes me triumph as much 
in my own Conſtancy, as I grieve at his Raſhneſs and In- 
gratitude. Aud not content to wrong me only, his Folly, 
or rather his Phrenſy can't forbear Sarge on you, whom 


he imagines to be the Object and Cauſe of it; but as your 


Innocence can juſtly vinaicate and defend my Honour, and 
your Honour my Innocence from even the leaſt Shadow of 


that Crime, ſo, that we may both endeavour to ſubaue 


rather than inflame his irregular Paſſion, I humbly beg of 
you to avoid our Houſe, and neither viſit me, nor be iunti- 


mate with him as formerly; by which means, perhaps, 
Time may wear away from his T houghts, what now 
Truth and Reaſon cannot. Tour unblemiſh'd Virtues and 
true Generoſity aſſure me of this Favour, which ſo nearly 
concerns my Happineſs; and your Prudence, in managing it 


in the beſt Manner, makes me entirely eaſy on that Account; 


but the only Return that is now in my poor Power to make 
you for ſo great an Obligation, beſides my ſincere T hanks, 
are my hearty Prayers, which fhall conſtantly be employ'd 
on your Behalf; that your Life may be as happy as your 


PVerfectious are unſullied, and your Fame as glorious as 


your Merits. ; 
| MERMANDA. 


& 


As ſoon as the Baron had received and read this Letter, 


he was very much concern'd to think, there ſhou'd be any 


Cauſe ſufficient to break off the Friendſhip and Intimacy 


between him and Grand-Pre, and to deprive him of the 


innocent Pleaſure he us'd to enjoy in Aſermanda's agreeable 
Company ; and at the ſame Time that he prais'd her Diſcre- 
tion, and extoll'd her Innocence, he cou'd not forbear laugh- 
ing (tho* concerned) at Grand-Pre's Folly, and inconſiderate 
Suſpicion 3 but being in every reſpect a Gentleman, and 
careful to preſerve a Lady's Honour, eſpecially one ſo 
chaſt and truly deſerving as Mermanda, he was reſolv'd to 
contribute all that lay in his Power to make her eaſy. Upon 
which, he concludes to go to Paris immediately, where he 
had a Defign to go ſome time before, but now 1t was con- 
firmed by this Accident; he therefore orders his Coach and 
all other Neceſſaries to be got ready for his Journey, and 
ſets out for that great and fine City, always remarkable for 
the conſtant Appearance of ſome of the chief Nobility in 
the Kingdom ; Ge before his Departure, he returns Mer- 


MADAM, 


anda this Anſwer. 


So Se Si i En EEE.-S 


Mn ka 
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OUR Virtues and my Conſcience make us 4s . 

F your Husbands Fealouſy, as he is unworthy of ſo 
chaſt a Wife as Mermanda, and ſo true a Friend as Betan- 
ford; but as your Merit has already ſbined in your Con- 
ſtancy, ſo muſt it now in your Patiente; and this fookiſh 
hay of his, will at laſt be as faithful a Witneſs of 
your Glory, as of his Shame. Had his. Folly revealed as 
much to me as your diſcreet and prudent Letter has, Twou'd 
have given him an Anſwer, not with my Pen, but with 
my Sword; and with the Hazard of my Life, made known 
to the whole Worla, as well as to him, the Injuſtice of his 
Accuſations, and the Truth of your Virtue and Chaſtity, 
and my own Honour and Innocence. In the mean time, I 
ſhall willingly _ with your Nag and act with ſuch 
Caution to your Husband, och Reſpett to your Virtues, and 
ſuch Regard for my own Reputation, as I hope will per- 
fetly ſatisfy him of your Chaſtity towards himſelf, and of 
mine to you. Otherwiſe, IT ſo bighty eſteem Ladies of your 
excellent Perfections, and ſet Gentlemen of his capricious 


Humour at ſo low a Rate, that I ſhall know how to anſwer 


his Anger with Contempt; at leaſt, to requite your Diſ- 
cretion and Prudence with the higheſt Aumiration ana 
Praiſe. 0 

1 9 5 BET ANTORD. 


Mermanda received this Letter with an extraordinary 
Joy; but her's to the Baron produced Effects quite contrary 
to her Hopes; for Grand-Pre, hearing of the Baron of Se- 
ranford's ſudden Departure for Paris, (as 2 is always 
very ſuſpicious, even on the ſlighteſt, or rather no Grounds at 
all) fears a Plot between him and his Wite, and that he went 
away by mutual Agreement; which wild Imagination re- 
viv'd and confirm'd his. former Suſpicion of her Diſhoneſty, 
His indulgent Love is therefore changed to a molt inveterate 
Hatred, and (to ſhew the Height of his Paſſion, and Exceſs 
of his Jealouſy) at laſt he refuſes her his Bed, which is the 
greateſt Mark of Unkindneſs, that can be ſhewn to a chaſt 
and virtuous Wife, EY 

Poor Mermanda, at this extravagant Effect of his Jealouſy, - 
tears her Hair, weeps, and mourns in ſo grievous a Manner, 
that nothing is capable of giving her the leaſt Comfort or 

1 . Satisfaction; 


MY 


E 

Satisfaction; however, (with her uſual Prudence) ſhe con- 

ceals her Grief as much as poſſible, only her pale Checks 

and down-caft Looks too plainly betray the inward Diſ- 

content and Uneafineſs of Jus Mind. EY 1 

Her Husband's Father and Mother, Granamont and de 
Carnye, all this while know nothing of the Difference be- 
tween Grand-Pre and Mermanaa ; but their malicious and 


wicked Daughter Hautefelia (whoſe Malice never ſleeps) | | 


has Spies in every Corner of her Father's Houſe to inform 
her of it; which anſwering her Wiſhes and Expectation, 
affords her a wiſh'd-for but cruel Pleaſure. OO. 

*Grand-Pre, in the mean time, inflamed with Rage, and 
tranſported by his Jealouſy to ſo violent Extremes, vows to 
be revenged, firſt on Beranfors, then on his Wife; to which 
end, he pretends Buſineſs at Chaalons, (Revenge and Ma- 
lica being always ready at inventing Excuſes) and taking one 
of his beſt Horſes, a Page, and two Footmen with him, he 
goes a contrary Way, and comes firſt to Trop, then to Brie- 


count Robert (a Days Journey from Paris) where being in 


a private Room in his Inn, he writes a Challenge, and de- 
livers it to his Page, commanding him to ride, at Break of 
Day, with all poſſible Haſte to Paris, and as ſoon as he 
arrived there, to go directly to the Crown of France, in St. 
Honories-Street, and privately. deliver it to the Baron of 
Betanford; to take his Anſwer, and return the ſame 
Night without fail. 4 
The Page in Compliance with his Maſter's Command, 
went with great Expedition to Paris, where he ſoon found 
odut the Baron, and deliver d him the Letter; who breaking 
it open, finds in it theſe Words. A 


Granv-Paz 70 the Baron of BETANFORD. 


7 U need no other Witneſs than yourſelf, to inform 

you in how high a Nature you have wrong'd me; 
ang herein your Falſe Glory has made my real Shame 
fo apparent and glaring, that I had rather die than 


live and not revenge it; and now, that I mayn't aeceive 


you, by hiding my Malice, as you have me, by your pre- 
rendes PrienJbip. 'T plainly ana openty tell you, that I can 


ſooner forget all other Offences, than paraon this. For 


which reaſon, don't be ſurpriz'd, that I inſiſt upon your 
meeting me 0n Thurſday Morning next, at Five or 'Six, 
either with your Sword or Rapier on Horſeback or on Foot, 
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to fight) Grand-Pre, pretending to go to Chu 
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at Carency, about two Miles from Brie-count Robert, where 
the Bearer hereof ſhall expect you, and thence conduct you to 
a fine Meadow, where without Seconds, T certainly at- 
tend you. It is impoſſible for me to receive any other _ 
Faction; for, in ſport, to'write you the Truth, nothing but 
your Life or mine can ſufficiently decide this Difference. 


GRAN D-PR Z. 


At reading this Challenge, the Baron far from ſhewing 
the leaſt Apprehenſion of Fear, only ſmil'd to think how 
ſoon the ſtrongeſt Pretenſions of Friendſhip can change into 
the moſt inveterate Hatred, even on the moſt trifling Suſ- 
picions, and without any real Cauſe. However, he kept 
Grana-Pre's Page to dine with him, and after Dinner, took 
him aſide, and ſent back this Meflage ; Zell your Maſter, 
that I will not fail to meet him on Horſeback without a 
Second, at the Hour and Place appointed, The next Morn- 
ing he ſent away his Footman to Carency, with one of his 
belt Horſes, and afterwards, about Ten of the Clock took 
Coach, attended only by- his 8 and Page, and fol- 
lowed him thither, where he ſtay'd all Night. 8 

The Morning after being Thur ſaay (the Day * 

| rch, ſends 
away his Page to Carency, to ſtay for, and attend the Baron, 
and ſo only with his Surgeon, goes into the Field appointed 
for the Engagement. Before he had rid two or three Turns 
in it, in comes PBeranford, conducted by Grand-Pre's Page, 
whom he met at Carency, — only by his Surgeon 
having left his Coach and Attendants about a Furlong off, 
with command not to ſtir till they heard from him. | 

Having made all the uſual and neceſſary Preparations on 
ſuch an Occaſion, they ſet Spurs to their Horſes to begin 
the Encounter, At their firſt Meeting, Grand-Pre runs 
ZBetanford through the left Shoulder, and ZBeranford gives 
Grand-Pre only a ſlight Wound in the right Cheek, juſt 


under his Eye; but being excellent Horſe-men, they turn 


ſhort, and again engage, with a ſurpriſing Courage and 
Bravery. However, after two or three Paſſes more, in 
which both were wounded, Grand- Pre happen'd to pierce 
the Wriſt of Beranford, which — among the Veins and 


Sinews, forc'd him to drop his Swor 


 Grand-Pre upon this, tho he had given way to his Rage 
and Malice ſo far as to ſeek the Life of one whom he once 
5 45 E22 GR 
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pretended Friendſhip to, yet ſtood ſo nice upen the Punctilio 
of Honour, as not to attack, or take away the Life of a 
Perſon without a Weapon t6 defend himſelf; and obſerving 
, * Betanford's Surpriſe, ſays to him, Baron, be under no Ap- 
prehenſion of Fear, for tho a Deſire of Revenge ſpurred 
me on to ſend you this Challenge, yet I ſcorn to take any 
* Advantage of you, and wou'd not diſgrace myſelf 4 much 
as to fight with an unarmed Man. And immediately orders 
his Surgeon to deliver him his Sword again. Hetanfora ſur- 
pris'd at this e inſtance of Generoſity, vows, if 
ever it happens in his Power to return the Obligation, not 

to be ungrateful. 5 
And now they retire to take Breath, reſolving to advance a 
again with more Fury; when after four ſeveral Careers, in h 
which ZBetanford had receiv'd ſeven, and given Grand Pre h 
ten Wounds, they again ſet Spurs to their Horſes, and meet tc 
with as much Vigour as if neither had loſt any Blood; but 2 
at laſt Betanford, avoiding a Thruſt which Grand Pre then . 


ease dd Pi RK 
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made at him, and exerting himſclf with his utmoſt Force, H 
run him thro' the Belly into the Reins, with which unfor- 2 
tunate Wound, his Horſe at the ſame Tim mbling, he 7 
fell from the Saddle to the Ground ſpeechleſs, and ſtrugling a, 
as if he was on the Point of Death: But he was not then d 


ſo happy as to die, being reſerv'd for a more tragical F hi 
End, as an Example of the ſad Effects of Jealouſy, and fe 
giving way to a Suſpicion only rais'd by a malicious ill- un 
natur d Report, | „„ 

Betanford ſeeing Grand-Pre fall, and imagining his ſo 


Wounds were mortal, immediately alights, and out of Gra- th 
titude for the Generofity of Grand-Pre in reſtoring him his w 
Sword, inſtead of putting an End to his Life, runs with be 
open Arms to embrace and aſſiſt him; and without taking to 
care of his own Wounds, ſends his own Surgeon to order Pe 
his Coach thither with all poſſible Haſte, and gives the beſt || no 
Aſſiſtance in his Power to Grand-Pre's Surgeon in dreflin Ei 


and binding up his Wounds: His Coach being come, an de 
Grana-Pre laid in it ſoftly, he orders his Man to drive be 
away to the very next Inn, where he defigns to ſtay privately gr 
till both their Wounds are perfectly cur d. y 
_ As. ſoon as they were come to the Houſe, Bertanford, wi 
agreeable to the Character he had always been remarkable H. 
for, begs both the Surgeons to uſe their utmoſt Skill and th 
Endeavour in the Recovery of Grand-ꝰre; and like a true Le 
Friend, tho he had been ill - uſed, reſolves not to forfake an 


TY 0 7 


bim in this Extremity. Alfter 


* 
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aud Honour, by being too familiar with my Ni 
da? Betanford with the moſt ſolemn Proteſtations, aſſures 
him of the Innocence of Mermanda and himſelf, and per- 


FE. 2F } 8 5 


Atſter Grand- Pre: Wounds are opened and dreſſed again, 


and he is put to Bed, Beranford begins to take care of his 
own, which upon ſearching, are found not to be dangerous ; 


he then with a handſome Proſent bribes the Maſter and Ser- 


vants not to take the leaſt Notice of this Affair, but preſerve 
it entirely Secret; and gives a ſtrict Charge to his own and 
Grana-Pre's Servants, to keep conſtantly in the Houſe, that 
the News of this Accident (by their being ſeen) might not 


be ſpread abroad, and at laſt reach the Ears o their ; 


Friends. 


About Noon, as Grand-Pre's Speech by degrees return'd . 


to him, and he was a little eaſy, Betanford commandin 


all to leave the Chamber, comes to his Bed's-fide, and 


having in a very friendly manner faluted and comforted 
him, earneſtly defires him, as he is a Gentleman of Honour, 


to tell him the Reaſon of his ſending the Challenge. Ah. 


Baron (ſays Grand-Pre) firſt give me a ſolemn Promiſe of a 
true Anſaver to the Queſtion I ſpall Pope to you. By my 
Honour (replies Betanford) T make you no other Anſwer 


than is conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt Truth and Friendſhip. 


T hen Baron (ſays he) did you never wrong 177 8 
Je Merman- 


fectly clears them both from the ungenerous Aſperſions and 
unjuſt Suſpicions of Eranad-Pre, and plainly ſhews him 
that the 2 muſt be rais'd by the violent Malice of 
ſome Perſon, who was ſecretly their Enemy, and envied 
their Happineſs. Grand-Pre (convinc'd of the Truth of 
what he faid, but unwilling to accuſe his Siſter) 3 
begs him, if he has any ſpark of his former Friendſhip left, 
to pardon his Jealouſy and Raſhneſs ; and that as he 1s now 
perfectly ſatisfied of both their Innocence, and that he had 
no real Pro for his Suſpicion, to make amends for his 
Error, 

dear than ever. And ttis certainly as great a Happineſs to 


be ſenfible of, and reform our Errors, as a real Miſery to be 


dilty of them. 
4 


The Baron of Beranford ſtays thus ſecretly ten Days f 
with Grand-Pre, when finding his Wounds cured, and his 
Health intirely recover'd, they reſolve to depart. And 


thus mutually renewing their former Friendſhip, they take 


Leave of each other; the Baron taking Horſe to go to Paris. 


and lending Grand- Pre his Coach to return to Auxone. 
| Grand 


e ſhou'd eſteem his Friend and Wife much more 
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: Tk 
Grand-Pre immediately upon his coming home, goes to 
his Wife Mermanda, aud n 2 o ery kind manner kiſſes her, 


and informs her of the Reaſon of his long Abſence, of his 


uarrel and Fight with the Baron of Zeranford, and laſtly 
of their mutual Reconciliation; and at the ſame Time 
earneſtly deſires her once more, according to her uſual good 
Nature, to pardon his extravagant Jealouſy, as he is now 
K ſatisſied of the Sincerity of his Friendſhip, and of 
er Virtue and Kove. 8 5 9 8 
Mermanda, as much re joiced at his ſafe Return, as con- 
cerned at the unhappy Cauſe of his Abſence, receives 
him without the leaſt Diſguſt on that Account, and inſtead 
of appearin Angry at his unjuſt Suſpicions, only ſhews the 
Exceſs of her Gladneſs, that he is at laſt ſufficiently con- 


 vinc'd of her Innocence. Grand-Pre, on the other Hand, 


now no longer ſubmitting to his Paſſions without the Govern- 
ment of Reaſon, renews his Love and Affection to his Wife, 
with the greateſt Ardor and Sincerity, and they now, after 
all their Unhappineſs and Diſcontent, live in a perfect and 
we "pur RR ſveak fomething of Hearefis; Uh 
But now tis time to ſpeak ſomething of Hautefelia; who, 
ee - Brother 
Grand-Pre and his Wife, was exceedingly 1 hoping 
to find her wicked Expectations anſwer'd; 
Hopes diſappointed, and that their Affection now ſeem d 


rather encreas'd than lefſen'd, ſhe was reſolved to find ſome 


other Means to be rid of Mermanda, whom ſhe (wickedly) 
eſteem'd the Enemy to her Content, and the only Obſtacle 
in her way to Ambition and Greatneſs. | 


- That ſhe might put her 2 the more effectually in 
reſnay an Apothecary (re- 


Execution, ſhe goes to one La 
markable only for his Villany) and agrees with him to poiſon 
Mermanda for two hundred Crowns; which he not onl 


1 but performs, to the great Joy of gas 9 an 


e extreme Grief of Grand-Pre, and all elſe who had the 


ere of knowing her. _ RO | 
autefelia's Revenge and Ambition not being 50 through 
ly ſatisfied with the Death of Mermanda only, ſhe goes one 


Day to her Husband, and informs him of the unjuſf Suſpi- 
cions that Erand- Pre had entertain'd againſt his Wife, that 
he imagin'd ſhe had been guilty of Adultery with the Baron 
of Betariford, with whom, on the ſame Account, he had 
- fought at Frie- count Robert, and that twas ſuſpected, 
which ſhe thought was not without Reaſon, that he had 
"ST ns ; poiſoned 


ut ſeeing her 


| Faq} : 
poiſoned her. De Malleray, at the ſame Time griev'd and 
exaſperated at this News, as he had always * w Valug 
for his Siſter, goes to his Father Cre ſſonville, tells him 
the Story, hoping by this Means to bring Grand-Pre to 
Juſtice. But the old Gentleman, knowing how difficult it 
wou'd be to prove any Thing againſt i m, and that it won'd 
at beſt but bring a Scandal upon his Family, and be of no 
Service to his deceaſed Daughter, is very cold in the Affair. 
Which ſo enraged De Malleray, that he immediately, re- 


ſolving himſelf to revenge his Siſter, ſends Grand-Pre this 
Challenge. | | | 


Ds MAL ZAV 70 GRAN D-PRE. 


2 U muſt certainly think me inſenſille of the Wrongs my 
Siſter, your deceaſed Wife, has ſuffered from you, aid I 
not reſolve to puniſh the wicked ang cruel Author of them 
for which Reaſon, confiding in the Fuſtice of my Cauſe, 

invite you to meer me To-morrow in the Afternoon at Fiue 
of the Clock, in the Meadow at rhe Foot of Talon- fort, 


2virhour Seconds, either to prove the Falſity of the Accuſu- 


tion laid againſt you, or receive the juſt Puniſument due to 
your Crimes.) | " LK 2 LD 
f Du MATTERAx. 


Grand-Pre, tho? not long recover de of his late _— 
accepts the Cn and goes at the appointed Time anc 
Place to meet him. They are no ſooner met, than they begi 

the Engagement, the one Tpurr'd on by Paſſion and a Thirſt 
of Revenge, and the other by a natural Boldneſs and Courage. 
But after ſeveral Paſſes, made with great Bravery and Jud - 
ment, Grand-Pre gives De a Wound in the Let 

Breaſt, a his Heart, forces him to fall down 
to the Ground; and thus without Tpeaking one Word be 
expires. en ee 2 1 - eee 
Grand. Pre ſeeing De Malleray dead, immediately 
haſtens to Dole; but Creſſonville, as ſoon as he has heard 
the unwelcome News of his Son's Death, gets an Order from 
the Parliament to apprehend Grand-Pre; but before it 
cou d be put in execution, his Father and Friends obtain a 

Pardon for him, by the Favour of that generous Nobleman 
Monſieur le Grand, his Majeſty's Lieutenant of the Pro- 
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LL. 
_  Ghand-Preby this Time diſcovering that his Siſter Haure- 
Felia, was the Cauſe of moſt of his Unhappaneſs, (tho not in 
the leaſt ſuſpecting that ſhe had poiſon d his Wife) ſhews his 
Reſentment” in a very ſevere but juſt Manner; for he no 
longer uſes her as his Siſter, but treats her as his worſt Ene- 
my: Which ſo much cxaſperates her, that, ſetting no Bounds 
to her Malice and Revenge, ſhe again makes Application to 
her wicked Apothecary. La Freſnay, whoſe Ga — 
and Poverty being prevail'd on by the Bribe of three hundred 
Crowns, he poiſons Grand-Pre, as he had already Mer- 
manda his Wife. EE ett) 
And now Hautefelia's Joys are complete, as ſhe flatters 
herſelf with the vain : Hopes of riſing to the Height of her 
extravagant Wiſhes, being now ſole Heireſs to her Father's 
large Eſtate, and no Bar felt to her Ambition. 
47 — tho' Vice long triumphs, it always meets with 
its due Rewards; Juſtice, tho' often flow, yet always ſtriking 
ſure; for, about two Months after Grand-Pre's Death, 
Ta Freſnay, for attempting to raviſh a Vintner's Daughter, 
where he had been drinking, was condemn'd to be hang d. 
But at laſt ſtung with Remorſe for his paſt Crimes, and re- 
ſolving to make his Peace with God before his Execution, 
he confeſſes that at the Inſtigation of Haurefelia, and for the 
Lucre of five hundred Crowns, he had poiſoned Mermanda 
and her Husband Grand-Pre. Upon this Confeſſion, the 
Parliament alters his Sentence, and condemns him to be 
broken alive upon the Wheel, which was accordingly per- 
form'd at Di jon to the full Satisfaction of Juſtice. 
Some Officers are likewiſe diſpatch'd from Dijon to 
Grandmont's Houſe to ſeize Hautefelia; who not knowin 
any thing of La Freſnays being apprehended, was — 
dancing with ſome Gentlemen and Ladies in her Father's 
Garden; from thence ſhe is immediately carried to Di jon, 
and examin'd by a Preſident and two Counſellors of Parlia- 
ment. At firſt ſhe impudently and boldly denies both Mur- 
ders, and ſays that as La Freſnay is her profeſſed Enemy, 
his Evidence 1s not to be taken againſt her : Upon her ap- 
young thus Obſtinate, ſhe is order'd. to be put to the 
ack; and at the firſt Torment confefles her Guilt. ,  - 
Her Judges afterwards having pronounced Sentence 
_ againſt her, ſhe is according to their Determination, firit 
hang'd, her Body then burnt, and her Aſhes thrown into 


/ 


the Air: To remain a laſting antlively Example of the ſe- 
vere Puniſhments, that may . 3 ly attend P. nn gain; 4 - 


| kxinous a Crime as Murder. 
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HIL. E Count Fuentes was Viceroy of the 
Dutchy of Milan, there lived in Pavia, 
(a City under his Juriſdiftion).a Gentleman 
of an. ancient and noble Family, named 


Seignor T homaſo Viruri, who had ne only 


Daughter, about fifteen Years of Age, 
named Dona Chriſteneta, a young Lady of 
ca- 


great Beauty, and endued with many excellent Quali 
tions; inſomuch, that the Fame of her Father's Riches, 
and her own Charms, had gained het many Admirers ; but a 
young Gentleman of Cremona, was the. only one who made 
an Impreſſion upon her Heart, and engaged her Affections. 

The Story was / CT Ct” 
Seignor Emanuel Gaſparino, a Gentleman of Cremona, 
being inform'd of Vituri's Wealth and his Daughter Chriſte- 
neta s Pcauty, (the moſt powerful Perſuaſives to Love) re- 
ſolved to make Vituri a Vifit, in order to demand his 

Daughter to Wife; and acquainting Seignor Lugdovicus 

Piſani (a Gentleman of the fame City, but a VJ. denen by | 
. — | | Deſcent, 


[26] 
| Deſcent, with whom he had contracted a very intimate Ac- 
| . quaintance) with his Reſolution, he entreated him to bear & 
= - him Company to Pavia, and to aſſiſt him in his Addreſſes t! 
| - roithe fair e Viſani very readily granted his C 
| Requeſt, being highly pleaſed that his Friend {Fould place 
1! ſo much Confidence in his Fidelity, as to truſt him in an re 
Affair of ſuch Importance, and ſo they departed, having b 


made all neceſſary Preparations for their Journex,. n 
| +As Toon, as they..arrived at Pavia, they vifited geignor f fi 
Vituri: who entertained them in a very honourable and c 
elegant Manner, and received Gaſpariuo's Propoſals with a n 
great deal of Pleaſure and ſeeming Satisfaction; and Hke a a1 
prudent and * Parent, deſired him firſt to make i a! 
Applicatien to his Daughter, and if he could gain her Af- tl 
fections, not to deſpair of his Approbation. C 
Having now, as he thought, nothing to fear, he began his fi 
Addreſſes to the charming Chriftenera with all the Gaiety 6 
of. ſucceſsfu] Love; but the received them with all the 0 
Marks of a manifeſt Diſdain: Yet, the more indifferent ſhe e 
ſeem'd, the more was he inflamed with the Charms of her el 
Beauty, and the Perfections of her Mind: He beheld her fa 
_ &with Admiration and Love; but ſhe looked upon him with th 
Careleſſneſs and Contempt: He courted her with all the to 
Variety of Mirth and Muſick, after the alian manner; but  h 
The ſtill — with a ſettled Countenance, and dejected i m 
Melancholy; in ſhort, the more he endeavour'd to make m 
himſelf amiable to her by his Complaiſance and Addreſs, re 
the more ſhe endeavour'd to ſhew her Diſlike by her con- to 
tinual Severity and Diſreſpect. - © Oe 
©, Gaſparino's Confuſion is inexpreſſible: He loved Chriſte- it 
neta too ſincerely to have Power to forſake her; and he was un 
too ſenfible of her Averſion to him to entertain any Hopes of 2: 
ever being Maſter of her Affections: In this Extremity he fo 
apply'd himſelf to his Friend Piſani, and after he had ac- n 
* quainted him with the Miſery of his Condition, he conjured | of 
x Bio by all the Ties of ſacred Friendſhip, to ſeek an Op- 0 
© Portunity to ſound Chriſtenera's Inclinations, and to learn if 16 
the true Cauſe of her obſtinate Diſlike. Ws 
__. Piſani promiſed to perform the Office of a Friend, and co 
to do all that lay in his Power to procure him Satisfaction; A 
and having found an Opportunity of Diſcourſing with 
* Chriſteneta alone, he enlarged upon the Virtues of 'Gafpa- C 
vino, his illuſtrious Birth, and vaſt Fortune; he difplay'd ev 
the. Comelineſs of his Perſon, and the Greatneſs of Ki an 
d eh Ts os Mind; i FE: 


* 
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Ac- | [ a7 ] 5 3 
dear Mind; and in ſhort, left nothing untouch'd, which he 
fles thought might create her Eſteem, and advance his Felicity. 
his Chriſtenera all the while he was ſpeaking, diſcover'd a 
ace i viſible Diſorder in her Countenance ; ſometimes ſhe look'd 
an red as Scarlet, and then in an Inſtant grew pale as Death; 
ing but ſtill kept her Eyes ſtedfaſtly fix'd on Piſani. He re- 
. FF newed his Ba x torr of the brave Gaſparino, and aſ- 
ſuring her of the Sincerity of his Love, intreated her to in- 
courage his Conſtancy, and. favour his Addrefſes. Chriſte- 
neta's Speech failed 8 her Heart beat, her Breaſt heav'd, 
and Tears and Sighs interrupted her tender Accents; but 
at laſt recovering herſelf a little, ſhe expreſſed herſelf in 
the following Manner; I am not ignorant, ſays ſhe, of . 
Gaſparino's Merit, and that his Love deſerues. the moſt 
ſincere Return; but it is impoſſible for me to alter the De- 
crees of Heaven, which has already fix'd my Love on an 
Object, whoſe Image is ſtamp'd upon my Heart never to be 
erag'd, of en perceiving her Confuſion, continued to pro- 
claim the Praiſes of his Friend Gaſparino; but at the 
ſame Time, artfully endeavour'd to infinuate himſelf into 
the Favour of the beautiful Chriſtenera. He' obſerved her 
to gaze on him with uncommon Earneſtneſs, and therefore 
he preſs'd her to name the happy Man who was bleſt fo 
much with her Eſteem; but Modeſty, that ſacred Orna- 
ment of Virgin Chaſtity hinder'd her at that Time from 
revealing, what the power of Love would ſcarce ſuffer her 
to conceal ; and with a deep Sigh, which expreſs'd ati in- 
ward Emotion of Spirit, he made him this Reply: Let 
it ſuffice at preſent, generous Piſani, that IT aſſure you, that 
my Love is unchangeable, and the Perſon on whom it ic 
s of Placed not altogether indifferent to you; and tho at preſent I 
he Forbear to name him, yet if you will meet me ſecretly To- 
ac- | morrow Morning in the Nun Garden at St. Clare, by Eight 
red F the Clock, IT ſpall there inform you more particularly as 
Op- 70 his 7 but in the mean Time, I intreat of you 
2arn never to ſolicit me any more in Behalf of Gaſparino, fince F 
Pp am determin'd not to be his Wife: Then cloſing her Diſ- 
and courſe with a Sigh, ſhe took her Leave of Piſani, with an 
on; | Aſſurance of ſeeing him again at the appointed Time. | 
vith Gaſparino was impatient to know the Effects of this 
pa- Conference, and being now truly inform'd by Piſani of 
43 every thing that had paſſed, except their intended Meeting; 
his and being likewiſe aſſured by Chriftenera herſelf, by her 
nd ; Father and Mother, and 7 eſpecially by Pars, — 
. * | " T3 4 637% * 25 1 1 


. 289 
ker Inclinations were otherwiſe eng ed, and that it was to 
no purpoſe to purſuc his Suit, reſolv'd to govern himſelf by 
Reaſon, and to reſtrain thoſe Paſſions, which were likely 
(if ſubmitted to} to involve him in endleſs Calamities; and 
therefore, after paying his Acknowledgments to Vituri and 
his Lady for their extraordinary Civilities, he reſolved. to 
leave Pavia, and return to Cremona; and now we. ſhall 
leave. him to prepare for his Departure, and return to 
en: and Chreftenera.. -. 55 

;/ans, though he flatter'd himſelf that he was the Per- 
fon with whem Chriſteneta was ſo much in Love, yet he 
was doubtful of his own Felicity, but ſhe was too ſenſible 
'of her own Weakneſs, and too well convinced of the Power 
which Piſani's Preſence had to influence her Soul, to en- 
deavour either to conceal or ſuppreſs her Inclination for 
Piſani: She was, however, at a Loſs how to expreſs her 
Love, and preſerve. her Honour ; her Modeſty was great, 
but her Love was violent; and being prompted by the irre- 
fiſtable Power of prevailing Paſſion, ie concluded, that it 
was prudent to ſubmit to that Force which it was not in her 
Power to refiſt; and ſo in ſpite of Reaſon and Nature, ſhe 
determined to aſſert her Love for her dear Piſani. 
Full of this Reſolution, ſhe waited with great Impa- 


tience the Approach of the appointed Hour, when ſhe 


might unboſom her tendereſt Thoughts in the Arms of him 
whoſe Idea fill'd her fond Imagination with tranſporting 
Raptures. | | | | 


At laſt the Clock proclaimed the joyful Hour, and 


Chriſteneta taking with her, her Prayer-Book and Wait- 
ing-Maid, as uſual, went directly to the Nunnery ; but in- 
ſtead of performing her Devotion, ſhe prepared to meet her 
dear Piſaui; and ſo leaving the Church, ſhe ſecretly ſtole 
into the Garden, where Piſani was ready to receive her. It 
is impoſſible to expreſs Chriſteneta's Diſorder at their Meet- 
ing, the bluſh'd, ſhe figh'd, ſhe wept, and with a dejected 
Countenance, and melancholy Air, ihe conducted him to a 
ſecret Arbor; when, after a Multitude of Tears had made 
way for Thought, ſhe utter'd a few Words to this Effect: 
| The Image that is ſo deeply imprinted on my Heart, bears 
the Features, Air, and Mien, of the generous and «worthy 
Piſani.— Here her Speech failed her ;--- but regollecting 
herſelf a little, ſhe beg'd of him to put an honourable Con- 
ſtruction upon the Exceſs of her Love, and not to impute 
that to Immodeſty,. which was only the Effect of an un. 
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common Affection. Piſani 
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to Piiſani was very much amaz'd at the Frankneſs of this 
by Declaration; and no leſs at a Loſs how to behave himſelf in 
ly an Affair that was likely to be attended with ſo many per- 
nd plexing Circumſtances: Chrzſtenera's Charms were too 
nd 1 to be beheld without Admiration, and the Nobt- 
to ity of her Deſcent too illuſtrious not to command Reſpect; 
all but the Honour that was duc to a Friend would not ſuffer 
to him to give way to his Inclination ; though at the ſanie 
| Time he cheriſh'd a ſecret Pleaſure, that Chriſteneta 
er- ſhould prefer him to Gaſparino. 8 her, however, 
he impatient to know how he ſtood affected, he made the fol- 


le lowing Reply: Though, Madam, I cannot but acknowledge 
ver myſelf highly honour d by the Choice you have been pleaſed 
en- to make, yet there is ſomething 2 facred in Frienaſbip, 
for that even the moſt abandon d Villains have made à Srruple 
her to violate; and as you are ſenſible that I have been ſo far 


at, engaged in the Service of my Friend, as even to ſolicit you 
re- in his Behalf, I am confident that you your ſelf would ſoon 
it concei ve an Averſion againſt the Man who could be ſo baſe 
aer as to betrey the Confidence repoſed in him, r T. in an 
he Aﬀair of ſuch a near Concern; and therefore I am ſure 
| that you'll forgive 8 Denial, extorted by Neceſſity, and 
* not by Choice; for was it in my Power to indulge your 
Love with Honour, and reward your Affection with the 
1m moſt convincing Marks of a ſincere Return, without doing 
ing Violence to my Reputation, believe me, Madam, I woula 
Aie to do it. And ſo expreſſing all the Tenderneſs that Duty 
ind required, and Honour would permit, he took his Leave of 
Lit- Chriſteneta, and return'd with Gaſparino to Cremona. 


in- Eeaſparino, after his Return, endeavoured all he could 
her to * Chriſteneta; but to no purpoſe : He cheriſh'd the 


ole Idea of her Beauty and Perfections with a Lover's Fondneſs, ; 
It and wiſh'd himſelf again at Pavia, to have the Pleaſure 8 
et- of ſeeing and admiring her, though he was ſure to be daily 


ted .tormented with freſh Marks of her Diſdain. On the con- 
o 4 trary, Chriſteneta was as much afflicted with the Abſence 
de of Piſani; ſhe withed herſelf a thouſand times at Cremo- 
ct: na, or him at Pavia; but being unable to obtain her 
ars Defire, ſhe reſolved to write to him, and in Jeſs than ten 
by Days Time ſhe ſent a confident Meſſenger to Cremona with 
ing | the following Letter: | 77 | 


un- 7 | EL, CnriSTENET A. 
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Friend, but more unwilling te appear ungrateful to his 
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CaHnisTENETA 70 PisANL. 


T"HINK it not ſtrange that I continue to ſolicit —— 
Tove, Dear Piſani, ſince my Soul can enjoy no Felicity 
without it; and though I bluſh to write in ſo paſſionate a 


manner to your Sex, yet when I conſider that it is to Piſani, 


forget that Diſtinction, and look upon you only as the 
moſt precious Ingredient of my own Compoſition ; for as 
Woman in the Beginning received Her Being from the firſt 
Man, whom ſhe no ſooner ſaw, but, charm'd with Aimi- 
ration, and with Love, ſhe ran to carreß, moved thereto by 
an irreſiſtable Sympathy; ſo J, . with equal Zeal, 
and mov'd by no leſs powerful Sympathy, felt the ſame 
tender Sentiments of innocent Love when I firſt beheld Pi- 
fani. And as they took their Riſe from no unchaſte Deſires, 
or ſordid Views, T flatter myſelf that my Zeal for you will be 
received with Honour, ſince my Fortune is not. rf ac Fry nor 
my Family leſs Honourable than yours; and as my Youth 
85 not decay d, nor my Innocence blemiſh'd, nor the Purity 
of my Affection ſtained with Wantonneſs, I hope you will 
look upon me with Tenderneſs, and bleſ3 me once more wwith 


your Preſence in Pavia. Conſider, Dear Piſani, what your 


Abſence is to me when your Company is my ſupreme Felicity. 


'-Oh! how happy ſhould I be was I in Pavia, or you in Cre- 


mona. Hut alas] how miſerable, if. we muſt remain for ever 


ſeparate! This, then, is my laſt and only Wiſh, That Hea- 


ven may kindle in your Breaſt a Paſſion ſincere and kind 


Aike mine; that we may be united inthe ſacred Bands of holy 


Society; and that we may poſſeſs the Sweets of mutual 
Happineſs in the calm Enjoyment of Innocence and Love. 


CHRISTENE TA. 
Aſter Piſani had received, and peruſed this Letter, he 


was ſeiz d with an unuſual Sympathy ; his Heart melted, 
his Courage failed, and his whole Frame fſoften'd into 


"Fenderneſs and Compaſſion ; he could no longer reſiſt the 


Charms of pleading Innocence, and continue ſtedfaſt to 
Gaſparino; but yielded to the ſoft Allurements of his own 
Imagination, and indulg'd the dear Idea of the divine 
Chriſteneta. He was, indeed, funwilling to wrong his 


* 
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I 
Miſtreſs; and therefore, leſt ſhe ſhould accuſe him of 
Diſreſpe&, he return d the following Anſwer: | 


PISAN Iro CHRIS TEN ETA. 


8 Perceive, dear Chriſteneta, that your Ahection for me is 


ſincere; but, how, alas! can I reward it without vio- 


"lating my Fidelity to my Friend? Was it not for that 


Conſideration. alone, which would prove an everlaſtin 
Blemiſh to my Honour, I woula not ſcruple to ſay, that 
lov'd Chriſteneta more than all her Sex, becauſe ſhe beſt 
deſerves it; but, at the ſame Time, give me Leave to a. 
ſure you, that as you are too fair to be "oe am too 
honeſt to betray my Friend, eſpecially one who is confident 


. 


of my gy and T aſſured of his. If Time ſbhould re- 


concile theſe | 
for ever yours, and I could with Pleaſure afſure you-that 
I live more in Pavia than I can in Cremona, ſince I live in 
you, and you in that. I have never hitherto been accuſes 


iffeculties with my Reputation, my Heart's 


of Cruelty, neither can I live and prove unkind to you; 


live therefore in that aſſurance, and I will die rather 
than forfeit my Engagement. 1 . 


4 


When Chriſteneta had read this Letter ſhe perceived a glim- 


PIs ANI. 


mering e ſhining, as it were, — the gloomy . 


Darkneſs which had overſhaddow'd her wild Imagination; 
but Hope had no ſooner produced a calm Serenity in her 
Breaſt, but Fear darken'd and obſcured the Luſtre. Her 
Love was unchangeable, and therefore could admit of no 
Denial; ſhe efteem'd Piſani the Centre of her Happineſs, 
and had her Eyes as conitantly fix'd on him as the Needle 
of the Compaſs points to the Pole; and being reſtleſs till ſhe 


had obtained her Deſire, ſhe wrote a Letter demanding 4 


poſitive Anſwer, either to make her happy or miſerable. 


|  CurisTENETA 70 PISANI. 
Tay paſs the Sounds of Diſcretion, but will not eu- 
ceed thoſe of Honour, I have learn'd by woeful Expe- 
rience this Maxim, That Love that owes its Beginning to 
the Principles of Honour, can never be ſeparated from our 
Being. If therefore, I live, I muſt love; and if J love, 
my Love, muſt ſubſiſt by the Inſiuence of that Olject row 
1 |  evhence 
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 apbenice it took its Riſe. I beſcech vou, dear Piſani, to 
conſider this, and to weigh the Difference with Reaſon 
and Humanity, between preſerving a Being whoſe Ex- 
iſtence depen on your Indulgence; and violating a Friend- 
ſhip which is of no Certainty, and can at beſt but termi- 
date in civil Reſpect. Can even your Enemies accuſe .yau 
of Tnjuſtice to Gaſparino, for doing Fuſtice to me ? eſpecially 
-when-1 ſolemnly actlare, as I now da, that it is an Impoſ> 
febility for me to loue him ? and I ao likewiſe proteſt, that 
"zhe more cold you ſeem on his Account, the more I ſhall de- 
ſppiſe him upon'yqurs.: This, T think, is ſufficient to juſtify 
"your. Kindneſs. to me before the moſt ſevere Fudge; and 
therefore, as your laſt Letter was full of Dousts and Am- 
Kiguities, bet your Anſwer to this be plain and full; either 
 b0xwince me that you love. me with Sincerity, and make me 
happy; or tell me at once that you hate me, and put an 
Aud to my miſerable Life. 1 ede 


CHRISTENET A. 


This Letter was the more agreeable to Piſani, becauſe 
it reed him, as he thought, from any further Obligations 
to Gaſparino; and conſequently remov'd the only Obſtacle 
that hinder'd him from openly profeſſing his Love to the 
charming Chriſteneta. And being thus ſeparated from the 
Intereſt of his Friend, he was at Liberty to expreſs his Sen- 
timents to the Sovereign of his Heart; and to convince her 
that ſhe was as dear to him as Lite itſelf, he return'd her 
the following Anſwer. 
| PISANI 0 CHRRISTEN ETA. / 
| FA E Charms of Beauty, and the Smiles of Fortune, 
are all that's neceſſary to engage the unaiſcerning Part 
Mankind to adore the fair Poſſeſſor : Bur when an 
bjeft poſſeſt of theſe, and bleſt with Wiſdom. and Diſ- 
cretion, good Nature and good Breeding, and every 
amiable Quality, Cconſcious of her own ſuperior Merit) 
Hall dare to trample on a ſervile Cuſtom, and aſſert her 
- Paſſion for the Man foe loves ; the moſt Diſterning muſt then 
be tranſported with Delight at the agreeable Surprixe. 
When TI refiet upon the falling Tears, the artleſs Sighs, 
and broken Accents which pierced my melting Heart when 
you revealed your Paſſion, and implor'd my Love, I am 
rapt in Aimiration that my Soul fyculd be ſo long ju- 
8 . „ Fenſibls 


| | Cz 

2 17 of the Bleſſings you put in my Power fo peſt Zur, 
Lane Chriſteneta, 7 be urure Zeal and efttion can 
attone” for my © paſt TInaifference, no earthly Obligation 
ſhall force me to ſuppreſs my Inclinations, or reſtrain me 
from the Enjoyment of To Company, which is of all 
T hings the moſt eſſential to my preſent Happineſs. ''My 
Preſence as Pavia ſpall ſoon convince you of ihe ruth of 
what I now write. In the mean Time, reſt > — that 
as your Affection for me is founded upon Virtue, my 
Love for you foalt continue with Honour, 8 f 


1 
9 


This Letter was ſo agreable to Chriſtenera that ſhe no 
longer condemn'd her own Preſumption in writing to Pi- 
ſani; but, on the contrary, applauded her Reſolution, and 
bleed the Day that ſhe firſt attempted it; nay, ſuch was 
the Exceſs of _— when ſhe was aſſured of his coming 
to Pavia, that ſhe blamed the Hours and Days for not 
paſſing quicker to haſten her dear Piſani to her Arms. 


Now if Chriſteneta was ag ace to behold Piſani, no 
njo 


leſs. impatient was he for the yment of Chriſtenera ; for 
calling to Mind her blooming Youth, her f. ngntly Wit, 
and lovely Features, he grew weary of thoſe Pleaſures which 
before he delighted in, and thought of nothing more than 
how to make himſelf agreable to the Object he admired ; 
nay, ſo deeply was he enamour'd, that his only Happineſs was 
in the Contem lation of her Beauty and Virtues. ' And now 
in Purſuance of his Promiſe, without taking any Notice to his 
Friend Ga/parino, he prepares himſelf for his Journey to 
Pavia, to poſſeſs the, amiable Endearments of the divine 
Chriſteneta. 5 eee ee e 18. 
As ſoon as he arrived at Pavia, accompanied with a few 
of his Friends, he vifited Chriſteneta, who received him 
with all the Demonſtrations of a ſincere Affection; inſo- 
much, that the greateſt Part of their Time was taken up 
in mutual Aſſurances of everlaſting Love, and in conſulting 
how to conſummate their Joys, and complete their Happineſs, 
But that nothing might diſturb-the calm Enjoyment of 
their Felicity after their Marriage, Piſani thought it re- 
quiſite to obtain the Conſent of Chriſtenera's Parents. And 
to that End, he made a Viſit / to Vituri, and honourably, but 
ſecretly propoſed the Match. Vituri at firſt received him 
with all imaginable Reſpe& ; but when he underſtood his 
Buſineſs, he treated him with à great deal of Indifference; 
f ; 3 435 E 5 a ; 5 12 1 inſomuch, 
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inſomuch, that he perceived it would be no caſy Matter to 
gain old Vituri to favour their Wiſhes; for being of a 
«covetous Diſpoſition, he preferred Riches to Honour ; and 
being ſenſible that Pi/ani's.. Eſtate was very much en- 
cumber'd, and himſelf of a very extravagant Temper, he 
was ſure he could marry his Daughter to. greater Advantage 
when he pleaſed ; and therefore he gave him to underſtand, 


that he had as yet no Intent to marry e by reaſon, 
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| he ſaid, ſhe was too young to take upon her the Care of 2 
Family whereby Piſani might plainly perceive he had 

| no Mind to beſtow his Daughter upon him. | 3 
| This Denial did very 8 afflict Piſani and Chriſteneta: 1 
| They ſaw their Hopes fruſtrated, when they leaſt expeRed}il n. 
Juch,a Diſappointment, and no way left to rzap the happy 
| Effects of their Conſtancy and Love: In this Extremity, «, 
a Piſani apply'd himſelf to his own Parents and Friends, in ar 
* order to engage them to ſolicit Vituri in his Behalf; but to { 
* no purpoſe : Viuri's Age was not to be prevail 915 in hi 
h an Affair, wherein his Judgment, and not his Paſſion had he 
0 directed him to act as he hat done: This therefore, inſtead at 


N of procuring. them any Satisfaction, produced neu Diff, fe 
h culries; for Chriſteneta was forbid Piſaui's Company, and ye 


=. 


herber Fathers aufe .. oo. 
There was noweno other Remedy but Patience to put in 
an End to their Inęaſineſs; for haying try'd 'every Me- to 
thod that was likely to ſucceed with Vituri, and all prov- in 
ing ineffectualz and deſpairing of bringing Things to al ſu 
bappy Iſſue, he return d to Cremons to Wait a more favour- po 
able Opporrynity;; to: purſue his Suit. In the mean Time, ©, 
to make their Separation as eaſy as poſſible, they entertained ſl M 
one another with che, moſt affectionate . Letters, herein A! 
they erpreſs de their Conſtancy to each other till Death or M 
Marriage ſhould put an End to their a ee ee 
Being thus egnyinced of cach other's Sincerity. Piſani ſie 
wrote to Chriſtaneta to apply herſelf to er Mother, and to th, 
engage her, if poflible, to countenance their Deſign; and then, no 
perhaps, ſhe might more cafily procure. Vituri's Conſent to Er 
their Marriage, Chriſteneta immediately put this Advice tal 
ip Execution, and acquainting her Mother with the whole cor 
Affair, that it was through her Solicitation that 0 Was if 
at fitſt prevail'ꝗ upon to make his Addreſſes; and that it he 
wit l poffible for herz to enjoy any Pleaſure upon Earth tio 
While he was ; pat. preſent to, partake of it; her Mother the 
mozid: with Compaſſion, promiſed to uſe her utmoſt En- 


deavour 


er to 
of a 
en- 
r, he 
tage 
Land, 
aſon, 


of 2 
had 


neta: 
Qed 
app) 
nity, 
s, in 
ut to 
on in 
"had 
ſtead 
Jiffi- 
and 


75 | 
C- 


rov- 


o aff 


Our- 
ime, 
ined 
rein 


h-or 


ani 
d to 
hen, 
it to 
vice 
hole 
was 
it t 
arth 
her 
En- 
our 


| [35 ] 1 
deavour to Fin her Husband to approve of the Match, 
which ſhe ſoo 


Splendor, . rich and ſumptuous Apparel, and 


Muſic k Lv ared, 
N 1me ; bu e A 7 
all our Actions, had decreed that 


i 
0 Chrs tenera was to be married to; 


nd Er. full of Revenge, and 9 = Hs be- 
0 loody Re- 


ſtedfaſt in this trul 


tion; and being afſured that he was at Pavia, and juſt upon 
the Brink of Marriage, Horſe directly, attended 075 


Happy had it been for Gaſparino, had he continued 


r 


©” ig... - 
by one Gentleman, and a Servant, and poſted with all Ex- 
edition to prevent the Conſummation, and to redeem 
is Honour 1n that very City, where he had ſuffered the 
Diſgrace. : | | 
Being arrived at Pavia, and aſſur'd that Piſani was at 
that very Inſtant in Company with Chriſteneta, he was fo 
inraged that he had much ado to forbear ſending him a 
Challenge that very Moment, that his Miſtreſs might be an 
Eye Witneſs to the Delivery thereof; but, to ſpeak Truth, 
Paſſion could not have found a better 8 nor 
Judgment a worſe, to put his deſperate Purpoſe in Execu- 
tion; and therefore, by the Advice of Sebaſtiano (the Gen- 
tleman who accompanied him from Cremona) he deferr'd MW 1 
his Rage *till a more feaſonable Opportunity, left Chriſte- M 1 
neta, having Notice of his Deſign, ſhould find out Ways to 
revent the Combat. For that Reaſon he kept ſecretly in MW © 
the Inn all that Day, and next Morning he gave Schaſtiano Þ 1 
the Challenge with. Orders to deliver it to Piſani, as ſe- a 
cretly and fairly as poſſible. I 
. Sebaſtiano repaired immediately to Piſani's Lodgings, 
and finding him in his Chamber, very courteouſly ſaluted 
*Him, and preſented the Challenge. Piſani received it 
with a becoming Gracefulneſs, and breaking open the 
Seal, read the following Words: | 
py * 


GASFHARIN O fo PISANI. . 


75 U have given the firſt Breach to our Friendſhip ; and 

ſince you have treacherouſiy robb'a me of my Miſtreſs 
you muſt now either take my Life, or Joſe your own. It 
you conſider your own Ingratitude, you cannot, in Honour, 
condemn this my Reſolution : The Place, the Weſt- End of 
rhe Park; the Hour, Four or Five after Dinner; the 
Manner, on Foot with Seconds; the Weapons, two ſingle 
Rapiers. If your Courage anſwer your Infidelity, you be 
will not refuſe to meet me s 


_ GasPARINo, rag 


[3] 


Pi ſani having thus accepted the Challenge, carry'd it ſo 


ſecretly, that Chriſteneta had not the leaſt Notice of it; 
bur acquainting Sfondrato, a valiant young Gentleman, de- 
ſended from a noble Family in Milan, who attended him 
from Cremona, with the whole Affair, and ſhewing him 
the Challenge, entreated him to do him the Honour to 
ſecond him in the Quarrel. Sfongraro very chearfully 


er his Requeſt, and ſo the Seconds like honourable 


nemies, met and prepared all Things in Readineſs for 


the Duel. The Hour approaching they all took Horſe, 


and rode directly to the Park (ſo famous for the De- 


feat of the French, by the Emperor's Forces, in a Battle 
CR their King Francis the Second, was taken Pri- 
Oner. : | 
Gaſparino and Sebaſtiano were firſt in the Field, but 
Piſani and Sfondrato were not long after; ſo having ty'd 
up their Horſes, they all prepared for the Engagement, 
and with an undaunted Courage appeared rather to deſpiſe 
Death, than to be in the leaſt terrified at 1ts Approaches. 
Gaſparino and Piſani drew, and at the firſt Encoun- 
ter Piſani was hurt in the left Arm and 3 in 
the Right Flank; they again ſeparate themſelves, and 
try their Fortunes afreſh. f 
received two Wounds, one ſlanting on his Ribs, and the 
other in his Right Arm; and Gaſpirino one deep one in 
his left Shoulder; but they look'd upon theſe only as Scars, 
unworthy to be taken Notice of by Men of Courage; and 
therefore ſeeing their Shirts but ſprinkled, they renew'd 


there Courage, and engaged with Vigour. This third Bout 


proved favourable to them both; for Gaſparino dexterouſly 
warded Piſani's Thruſts, and gave him a _— Wound 

in the Leg, and ſo they cloſed, which Piſani di 
poſe to gain the Advantage of the Ground. : 
The Seconds all this while, kept cloſe to their Stations, 
being incapable of judging to whoſe Side the Victory 
would incline, by reaſon of their Equality, both- in Cou- 
rage and Wounds ; and both of them being reſolved to- die 
or to conquer, they renew the Combat with freſh Courage; 
but Gaſparino perceiving, that Piſaui, (grown deſperate 
with the Thoughts of lofing . Chriſteneta,) fought with 
greater Violence than before, reſolved! to behave with 
Caution and Judgment ; and to endeavour to defend him- 
ſelf without making a Puſh but upon manifeſt Advan- 
tage, The Event anſwer'd his Expectation; for 2 
| having 


n this ſecond Onſet, Piſani 


d on pur- 
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N 
having wearied himſelf to no purpoſe, began to fail in 
his Play, and ſo gave Gaſparino an Opportunity to run him 
through the Body in the ſecond Encounter, without re- 
ceiving any further Harm than a ſlight Wound in the 
Neck. This was the fatal End of the _ but unfortu- 
nate Piſani, who fell a Sacrifice to the lawleſs Fury of an 
incenſed Friend. Sfongrato and his Surgeon, ran pre- 
ſently to his Aſſiſtance ; but neither the Affection of the 
one, nor the Art of the other, was able to recal his fleet- 
ing Spirits, his Soul being already wafted to the Regions 
of the Dead. | | | 


Whilſt Fondrato and the Surgeon were thus buſy in 


ſearching and ſurveying the Body of their deceaſed Friend, 
Sebaſtiano addrefled himſclf to Ga/parino, and congratu- 
lating him on his Victory over his Adverſary, highly com- 
* his Courage and Bravery, and extoll'd the Glory 
of the Action. But Ga | are told him, That thoſe Prai- 
ſes belong d not to him, but to a Superior Providence, who 
had decreed Piſani's Neath, and only made him the un- 
happy Inſtrument to puniſh his Ingratitude, Therefore, 
my Friena, ſaid he, rely not too much upon your oon 
Falour, but commit yourſelf to the Care of the Almigh- 
'y Diſpoſer of all Things, who is able to overthrow the 
trong and Mighty, and to give Victory to the Weak 
and Feeble', fuffer not — 
much Violence or Preſumption, but behave yourſelf with 
Courage and Equanimity; and as for my own Part, as 
my Wounds are not Mortal, I am reſolves to wait the 
Iſue of the Combat. between you and Stondrato, before 
PII have them dre d, being as anxious for the Safety of 
my Frieng, as for the Tres of my own Life. 
Sfonirato being not in the! 
fortune and Death of his Friend, but rather animated to 
revenge it upon Sebaſtiano, who brought the Challenge, 
advanced with his Sword drawn to the Place of Action; 
Sebaſtiano met him with a chearful Countenance ; and 
both Engaging with equal Courage, they maintain'd the 
Combat with unſpeakable Bravery ; but God, who is high- 
ly offended with theſe cruel and unmerciful Actions, which 
4 Honour ſeem to excuſe, yet Religion cannot, 
would not ſuffer the Victory to end in the Deſtruction 
of one; but, as an Example of his ſevere Juſtice, decreed 
that both fides ſhould thare the Marks of his divine 


Vengance ; ſo that after three ſeveral Encounters, where- 
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tion was paſt Deſcription; ſhe tore her 
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in both were ſorely wounded, the Death of Sebaſtiaro 
ut an End to the Diſpute, being run through the Belly 
y the Vitorious Sfondrato. | | | 
Thus _ four Combatants being now reduced to the 
Number of two, Sondrato expected that Gaſparino would 
have challeng'd him to revenge the Death of his decea- 
ſed Friend, which he had certainly perform'd, had not the 
Loſs of ſo much Blood render'd him too feeble for ſuch 
an Attempt; and therefore without ſaying a Word one 
to the other, they committed themſelves to the Care of 
their Surgeons; and after giving ſome neceſſary Directions 
concerning the Bodies of their deceaſed Friends, they made 
their Eſcape, Sfondrarto to Florence, and Gaſparino to Par- 
ma ; from whence they determin'd not to return till their 


Friends had procured, and ſent them their Pardons, 


By. this Time, the News of the Death of Piſuns and 
Svbaſtiuno was ſpread all over Pavia and Cremona, to the 
unſpeakable Grief of the Parents and Relations of thoſe two 
_ unfortunate young Gentlemen, whoſe untimely: End was 
univerſally lamented by all who had the Happineſs of their 
Acquintance, by reaſon of their uncommon Virtues, and 
excellent Converſation. 972 t 


x # . 


But neither the Grief of Parents, nor the Sorrow of 
Friends were able to equal the Tears and Lamentations of 
Chriſteneta, for the Death of her dear 2 Her AMic- 
7 Hair, disfigur d her 
Face, put off her rich and glittering Garments and cloath- 
ed herſelf in Sackcloath; ſhe wept, and abandon'd all 
Company, ſo that all the Preſuaſions in the World were 
not capable to give her the leaſt Shaddow of Conſblati- 
on; nay, ſo far was ſhe from receiving any Comfort, that 
ſne gave herſelf up to all the wild Extravagances of Paſ- 
ſion, and all her Intervals of Thought were employd in 
meditating Revenge againſt Gaſparino for bereaving her 


of the _ Man on Earth, ſhe either had, or could JIove; 


and therefore ſhe reſoved not to let his Death paſs unpuniſh d. 
Whereby we may evidently diſcover, that their is no Af- 
fection nor Malice ſo extravagant as that of a. Woman; 
for when' they love, they Jove exceedingly ; but when they 
hate, their Malice is implacable. ff 1 0:90 
But to return to Gaſparino: In a ſhort Time, havi 


obtain'd his Pardon by the Mediation of his Friends, he 
return'd from Parma to Cremona, where he was joyfully 
received by his Parents, with whom he itaid a confiderable 
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Time under a ſort of Reſtriction, giving himſelf up to 
Penitence and Meditation, and avoiding all publick Recre- 


the Pomp and Splendor of the moſt exalted Stations. In 
this happy manner did Gaſparino live till the Remem- 
brance of Chriſteneta's Charms kindled in his Breaſt new 
Defires, and inſpir'd him with a longing Inclination to re- 
new his Pretenſions; and having now no Rival in the Way 


deſtroy d Chriſteneta's Affection for the Memory of Piſani, 
he was encourged by theſe Suggeſtions to begin his Ad- 
dreſſes. And to that Intent, he ſent ſome of his. neareſt 
Relations to make known his Reſolution to Vituri, with 
whom he ſent Letters to Chriſteneta, and then viſited her 
himſelf. Chriſteneta received him with a ſeeming Reſpect; 
and the better to execute her Revenge, diſſembled her Af- 
fection for the Memory of Piſani, and counterfeited a real 
Eſteem for Gaſparino, thereby to get him the ſurer into 
—:A. map 

. - Gaſparino,. blinded with Love, and not conſidering how 
dangerous it is to rely on the Fayour of an incenſed. Woman, 
(as our Senſes are always moſt clouded the nearer we ap- 
proach our Ruin) us'd all the Arguments he was Maſter of, 
to perſuade Chriſteneta to honour him with her private 
Converſation, that by that Indulgence he might be enabled 
to his Sentiments, and declare the Sincerity of his Af- 
fection. This Chriſteneta conſented to with a ſeeming Re- 


1 luctance; though in Reality it was all ſhe wanted to com- 
il _ ber Revenge; and ſeigning herſelf vanquiſh'd with 
| ata, > noi and to ſhew herſelf more than ordinary 
TE -obliging, ſhe appointed to meet him in the Nun's Garden 
g | at Six next Morning. Alas] how impoſſible is it to avoid 
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| the Danger, when the Deceitful carry Honey on their 
1; | N Tongue, ana Poi ſon in their Hearts / | 


Caſparino, pleaſed with bis Succeſs, and the Favour of 


j .Chriſtenera, return'd to his Lodgings full of Joy; but ſhe, 


pleaſed as much-with the Opportunity that now offer'd, ap- 
ply'd herſelf te conſpire his Deſtruction ; and in order to 
put her cruel Deſign in Execution, ſhe ſecretly engag'd 
with two Rutfians, Bianco and Brindol', to fall upon him 
and murder him, the very Inſtant he enter'd the Garden. 
As ſoon as Day- light appeared, G-/parino left his Bed, 
being impatient to poſleſs the promiſed Enjoyment of his 
beloved Chriſtenetas Company; but before he had yoo 
+ I A | % Imlelt, 
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ations; delighting more in ſolitary Amuſements, than in all 


to hinder his Progreſs, and falſly imagining that Lime had 
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[4] 
himſelf, * he perceived the Sky to darken, the Clouds 
thicken, and an unuſual Gloom hang over the Surface of 


the whole Earth; he was ſeiz'd with ſudden Horror, his 


Limbs ſhook, his Viſage grew pale, and dreadtul Appre- 
henſions ſeem'd to warn him of ſome impending Danger. 


But theſe Omens were not ſufficient to deter him from the 


Completion of his approaching Deftiny. =, 
By this Time Chriſtenera, Bianco, and Brindoli, had 
ſtation'd themſelves in the Garden; ſhe walking on the 


ono Terras, and they hiding themſelves privately in an 


Arbour, ready to receive Gaſparino with an unexpected 
Welcome. The Clock ſtruck Six, and Ga/parzno.enter'd the 
Garden Door, and ſeeing Chriſteneta, ran with all the Ten- 
derneſs of eager Love to carreſs and embrace her; he ſa- 


luted her with the ſofteſt Language of endearing Love, but 


ſhe heard him with an unexpected Indifference ; and turn- 
ing to him, — ſays the, this is the Place where I 


had my firſt Conference with Piſani, and where I intend to 


have my laſt with you At theſe Words, the Ruffians fell upon 
him, but having had time to draw his Sword, he defended 


himſelf manfully for ſome time, but being at laſt over- 


prom, with ſtrength, and unable to defend himſelf any 


onger, he fell a Victim to the Revenge of the cruel Chriſ- 
zeneta ; as ſoon as ſhe preceived his Fall, leſt his Groans 


ſhould allarm the Convent, ſhe ran ſpeedily, and with her 
own Hands thruſt her Handkerchiet into his Mouth, and 


pulling out a Dagger, to ſhew the Fierceneſs of her inſatiate 


evenge, ſtabb d him to the Heart, and ſtamping upon 


his dead Carcaſe with her Fect, This, ſays ſhe, I ſacrifice 


to the Memory of my dear Piſani. Then Bianco and 
Brindoli, taking the murder'd Body, and tying a great Stone 
to it, threw it into the Well; and that they might not be 
diſcover'd, made their Eſcape through a Poſtern Door. 


Chriſteneta, to cover her Crime with the outward Shew of 


Piety and Devotion, went to the Nuns Church, and 
proſtrating herſelf before the Altar, offer'd up her Pray- 
ers, not as an Atonement for the Crime ſhe had com- 
mitted, but rather that it was perform'd without the Know- 


ledge of any Earthly Being. 


hus having finiſh'd her Revenge, ſhe return'd Home 
full of Joy that every thing ſhould ſucceed ſo agreeably 


to her Wiſhes. But God would not ſuffer her Cruelty 
to go ang ng A but brought the Murder to Light by 
0 | | 5, 


us Providence. 
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Some ef the Nuns of St, Clare being in their Coll: 
at their Morning Orizons, hearing the Claſhing of Swords, 
inform'd their Abbeſs who allarm'd the Nunnery. Mot 
of them ran into the Garden, and ſecing the Foſfern Gate 
open, and the Avenues ſprinkled with Blood, they ſuſ- 
pected Murder to have been committed; and ſo acquainting 
the Magiſtrates of the City with it, they gave Orders 
that all the Ditches, Hedges, Thickets, and other ſecret 
Places, in and about the Garden, ſhould be throughly 
ſearched, which was accordingly done without making any 
' Diſcovery. Then applying 2 to the Surgeons of 
the City, they 3 whether any Strangers or others 
having treſh Wounds, had Recourſe to them for a Cure; 
whereupon one Rhanutio, à famous Surgeon, inform'd 
them, that two Soldiers, Bianco and Brindoli, had been 
dreſs'd by him of nine Several Wounds about eight in 
the Morning. Orders were immediately iſſued out for 
the apprehending and taking of them, and being brought 
before the Magiſtrates and examin'd, they ſaid, they had 
quarrell'd between themſelves, and ſo fought it out; and 
being ask'd where, they ſaid, in theNuns Garden at St. 
Clare, about Six in the Morning; which agreeing exactly 
with the Nuns Relation, put an End to any further En- 
quiry for that Time. | | | 
But it being currently reported that Gaſparino had been 
abſent from his Lodgings, that his Servant could hear no- 
thing of him, and that he had not been at Vituri's Houſe, 
where he uſually uſed to viſit for two Days; the Magiſ- 
trates examin'd the Servant. when he laſt ſaw his Maſter, 
and where. The Servant reply'd, Thar his Maſter avent 
From his Chamber between Five and Six in the Morning on 
the Day the Diſturbance happen's at St. Clare; that he 
had his Prayer-Book in his Hand when he went out, as 
if he had been going to Church, but order him not to 
follow him; and that he had heard nothing of him ſince, 
The Magiſtrates comparing the Circumſtances of this Rela- 
tion with thoſe of Bianco and Brindol;'s fighting, and 


ſome Coherance, and ſhew of Probability, reſolved ta ſearch 
more narrowly into the Affair. 3 


Whereupon, they (guided, as it were by the immediate 
Direction of God,) order d Bianco and Brandoli to be 


again apprehended, and forthwith carried to Priſon, leſt if 
yy were guilty, chey ſhould male their Eſcape, which 
FE . | they 


the Prayer-Book and the Nuns Church carrying with it 
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they had certainly done, had not they been thus timely 


prevented. : : 
Being again brought before the Magiſtrates and examin'd 


concerning Gaſparimo, ny declare, that they. neither 
the 


knew, nor ever heard of Gentleman ; and therefore 
could not be juſtly aceuſed for the Murder of one whom 
they never ſaw: The Magiſtrates, however, ordered them 
to the Rack, thinking thereby to extort a Confeſſion, but 
to no purpoſe. ' ; 

Chriſteneta, in the mean Time, hearing that Branco and 
Brindoli were Sentence to the Rack, was in the greateſt 
Conſternation imaginable, and reſolv'd to make off; but 
being again inform'd that they had endured the Torture, 
and that they had confeſs'd nothing, ſhe was overjay'd, and 
_ 5. 55 all Thopghts of departing from her Father's 
Houſe. - | | 

When the Magiſtrates were ſearching the Garden 2 


ſecond Time, one of them ſpied the Well, and orderin 


Inſtruments to be brought immediately to ſearch it, they 
found the Body of Gaſparino, which with ſome Difficult 
they brought up, mangled in a barbarous Manner, an 
pierced with no leſs than thirteen ſeveral Wounds. This 
mournful Spectacle moved the Compaſſion of the Spectators, 
but eſpecially Gaſparino's Servant, who could not refrain 
_ ears at the barbarous Cruelty exercis'd againſt his 
after. | ny 
While they were thus ſurveying the Body, a Boy ſtand- 
ing by, obſerved ſomething in the Mouth of the Deceaſed, 
and pointing to it, ſome of the Standers-by pull'd out a 
A eren whereon was mark'd in red Letters theſe 
Words, CHRIS TENE TA VITVRI. This was certainly 
2 moſt miraculous Diſcovery, wherein the Almighty God 
diſplay'd his Omnipotence, in bringing Murders to con- 


dien Puniſhment, for an Example to others to guard 
againſt the powerful Inſtigation of the Devil. = 
This Circumſtance gave Occafion for much Deliberation. 


The Magiſtrates were cautious how they accuſed a Lady 


Jof an unfpotted Character with the Murder of a Gentle- 


man, who had been known to court her for a confiderable 
Time with the Approbation of her Parents; and therefore 
they order'd the Villians, Bianco and Hrindoli, to be brought 
before them a third Time, and charged publickly with 
the Murder of Ga/parino, whoſe Body they had thrown 
ito the Well of the Nun's Garden; and by making _ 

| ro- 
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Promiſes of Favour, if they would reveal their Accom- 

| Places, they endeavour to bring them to a Confeſſion, 
ut all to no purpoſe; for they ſtill deny'd that they 
knew any thing of the Gentleman, much leſs of the Mur- 
ther. They were condemn'd to. double Tortures; but 
in Vain, for they continued obſtinate to the laſt Extre- 


mity. : 5 
: The Magiſtrates, nevertheleſs, being inform'd that Chri/- 
teneta bay been ſeen at Prayers about the Time the Mur- 
der was ſuppoſed to be committed, a thing not uſual 
with her ſo early in the Morning ; and that ſhe had been 
heard to vow Revenge upon Gaſparino for killing Pi- 
fant ; and weighing theſe and other - concurring Circum- 
ſtances together, thought it was their Duty not to let her 
97 without Examination; and ſo ifluing out Warrants 
for apprehending her, they cauſed her to be taken up and ex- 
amined. They found a ſtrange Confufion and Incoherence 
in her Anſwers, but no direct Confeſſion ; and therefore, 
notwithſtanding her Quality, they, exerciſed the uſual 
Method to force a Confeſſion by Torture. She patiently 
permitted herſelf-to be faſten'd to the Rack, but being 
unable to endure the Torments, freely confeſs'd the whole 
Truth; that in Revenge of Piſani's Death, ſhe had cau- 
ſed Branco and Brindoli, to murder him in the Manner 
before related. | = 
And thus was this barbarous and inhuman Murder 
miraculouſly diſcover'd by the Hand of Providence, and 
the Murderers brought to Juſtice by a wonderful Direction. 
The Sentence pronounced againſt Bianco and Brindoli, 
was, to have their Right Hands cut off, then to be hang'd, 
and their Bodies thrown into the River Po: And Chriſ- 
teneta, notwithſtanding all the Methods. taken by her Fa- 
ther and her Relations to obtain her Pardon, was con- 
demn'd to be hang'd, then burnt, and her Aſhes to be 
thrown into the Air; which ſevere Sentence was accord- 
ingly executed before an infinite Number of Spectators, 
who though they could not help condemning her Cruelty, 
and acknowledging the Juſtice of her Sentence, yet ad- 


mired her Conſtancy and Affection to Piſani. 
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IT HIN a Day's' Journey of the famous 
City of Jyons in France, at the Foot of 
Mount Terara, upon the Banks of the 
delightful River Zrgnon, whoſe Murmurs 
are ſo __— celebrated by that noble 
Patron and darling of the Muſes, the 
Marquis of U7/ſe; in his beautiful and 
divine Aſtræa, there dwelt a poor 3 
Farmer, named Anares Mollard, whoſe Wife dying, left 
him one only Daughter, about twelve Years of, Age, whom 
I ſhall call Jaſſelina. Whilſt the good old Man remained 
inconſolable for the Loſs of his Wife, he was at the. ſame 
Time anxious: for: the Welfare of his Daughter ; all his 
Care was in the Education of his dear Jaſſelina; and ſhe 
on her. Part, though ſo young, took Pleaſure in nothing 
more than in ſoftening her Father's Cares by à duriful Obe- 
dience, and ſoothing the Peeviſhneſs of his Age by her in- 
nocent and fond Endearments. Thus happy in a Daughter, 
the old Man forgot by degrees the Loſs of his Wife; for as 
Jaſſelina grew in Years, ſhe increaſed in Duty and Af- 
| LD . fection, 
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fection, and made it her conſtant Practice to perform all 
the kind Offices imaginable to make her Father's Happineſs ( 
as complete as the Infirmities of his Age would allo. 
In this agreeable Manner did Jaſſelina and her Father 
live together, *till ſhe arrived at her fifteenth Year, when f 
by Reaſon of her extraordinary Beauty, and the Excellency 
ot her Qualifications, ſhe became the Delight and Admi- Un 
ration ot all who knew her; inſomuch, that her Father ll t 
began to entertain Thoughts of marrying her to ſome agree- 
able Youth in the Neighbourhood, whoſe Birth, Fortune, 
and Character was ſuitable to her own, being reſolv'd to u 
give her ſome ſmall Portion, ſuch as his mean Circumſtances b 
could afford, in order to ſee her ſettled in the World whilſt v 
he was alive, and at his Death to leave her poſſeſs'd of all ot 
that Providence and his own Induſtry had furniſh'd him with. 
Much about this 7 ime; Monficur 4% Morraigne arrived 
from Paris: He wasa young Gentleman deſcended from an 
ancient and honourable.Family, who lived within a League 
of old Mollard's Habitation ; his Father was poſſeſs'd of a 
plentiful Eſtate ; but had a great Number of Children, 
of whom Mortaigne was the Eldeſt. He had been 
ſometime Page to that generous and worthy Nobleman 
M. de la Guiche, Governor of Lyons; and after his Death, 
chief Gentleman to M. 4e St. Terrant, then Marſhal of 
France, with whom he had lived a long Time in Paris, 
and; practis'd all honourable Exerciſes, ſuch as Fencing, 
Dancing, Courſing; and, in ſhort, had learn'd al! the ne- | 
ceſſary non of a complete Gentleman. He had a Co 
good Preſence, an agreeable Air, and an engaging Beha- : 
viour; was of an affable and friendly Converſation, without ble 
1 Vanity or Affectation, and was as much eſteem'd by the 
Marihal for his perſonal Merit, as for the Dignity of his fo 
Birth, and the Nobility of his Anceſtors; but the Reaſon the 
of his leaving him was this: Being informed that his 
Siſter, Madamoiſelle 4 la Hay, was ſhortly to be marry'd 
to Monſieur 4e Caſſailles, a Gentleman of Avergne, he Wa 
1 was very deſirous of being preſent at the Nuptials; and out 
1 therefore he took Leave of M. 4e F. Terrant, and return'd Brit 
Home. 
It is impoſſible to expreſs the Joy of the indulgent ſoor 
Father, and the Tranſports of the tender Mother at the Mat 
Arrival of their favourite Son; his Siſters were, as it were, 
raviih'd with Delight to ſee him, and in ſhort, nothing but 100 
Gladneſs and ſmiling Satisfaction appear'd in the Coun- Tin 


tenances of the whole Family at his Approach ; OI 
| that 


3 
that the Nuptials of his Siſter, lay as it were buried in 
Oblivion, to expreſs their Kindneſs to the brave Morratgne, 
who after he had entertain'd them with a Relation of his 
Adventures during his Abſence, expreſs'd his Approbation 
for the intended Marriage. * 

After the Ceremony was over, and the Nuptials ſolem- 
niz d with all imaginary 1 he conducted his Siſter 
to Avergne, and aſter a ſhort Stay there, returned again 
to his Father's; where paſſing a few Weeks in the ſolitary 
Amuſements of a Country Life, he began to grow weary 
with the Simplicity of rural Diverſions, and impatient to 
behold the dazling Luſtre of a Court, and the gay Variety 
which he had always been accuſtom'd to, he craved Leave 
of his Father to Return ro Paris; who after many Argu- 
ments and Perſuaſions to continue with him, which he 
found was to no purpoſe, at laſt conſented to let him go; 
but the Night before he was to depart, his Father was 
taken dangerouſly ill of a Fever, inſomuch, that his Liſe 
was deſpaired of, which made him lay afide all Thoughts 
of purſuing his Journey, and apply himſelf to get Relief 
for the Recovery of his Father's Health; which by his Di- 
_ and Care he happily effected, and his Father ſoon 
after recover'd; but being weak and feeble by Reaſon of 
the Infirmities of his Age, he intreated him to ſtay, and 
ſpend the Remainder of the Summer with him, to which he 
conſented, though with ſome Reluctance. 

Being now forced, as it were, againſt his Will to live in the 
Country, and being at ſome Diſtance from any Gentleman's 
Seat, where he might ſpend his leiſure Time in agreea- 
ble Converſation, he apply'd himſelf to Hunting, in order 
to divert his Melancholy; this Diverſion in time became 
ſo delightful ts him, that one Day he was ſo eager after 
the Chaſe, that he loſt himſelf in the Woods, and being 
unacquainted with the Avenues, he wander'd for a lon 
Time, 'till with Madneſs, and Rage, and the r. 
Walking, he was almoſt ſpent, and being unable to hold 
out much longer, he at Jaft ſpied a little Cottage upon the 
Brink of a River, which ran filently along the Foot of a 
very high Hill. Thither he directed his Courſe, and as 
ſoon as he got out of the Wood, he perceived an elderly 
Man labouring in a Vineyard juſt before him, to whom he 
apply'd in a very obliging Manner for Relief; the old Man 
looking earneſtly at him, and obſerving the Features and 
Lineaments of 2 Face, enquir'd his Name, he anſwer' d 
| a 18-1 3 | very. 
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very courteouſly, that his Name was Mortaigne, eldeſt Son 
to M. 4e Coucie, and that he ſhould be highly obliged to 


him for a little Refreſhment, being weary and almoſt: 


faint for want of Nouriſhment. The old n was over- 
Joy'd to have it in his Power to relieve the Son of ſo worthy 


a Gentleman as M. 4e Coucie; and looked upon it as a 


divine Providence that had directed him thither, in order 
to reconcile a ſmall Difference between him and the you 

Gentleman's Father. He therefore very frankly told him, 
that his Name was AMollard; and that if he would pleaſe 
to accept of ſuch Refreſhments as his poor Cottage could 
afford, he was ready to conduct him thither, and ſhould 
think himſelf happy in the Enjoyment of fo noble a Gueſt ; 


Mortaigne very readily embraced the profer'd Kindneſs, 
and went with him to the old Man's Habitation. As ſoon 


as he was enter'd, Mollard immediately difpatch'd his 


Daughter * whom we have already mention'd, 


for Wine, and in the mean Time, he himſelf brought him 
Pears, Walnuts, Grapes, and other Fruits, ſuch as the 
Scaſon afforded; Jaſſalina ſoon return'd, and with a pe- 
culiar Grace preſented it to Mortaigne, who receiv'd it 
with a Chearfulneſs not to be ex geld. _— 
After he had refreſh'd himſelf, and was a little recover'd 
from the Fatigues of Wandering, he began to relate to 
them in what Manner he was bewilder'd, and how joyful 
he was when he ſpied their little Cottage ; and after ex- 
preſſing his Gratitude for the kind Reception he had met 
with, he diverted them with an Account of the Manners 
and Cuſtoms of the Court of France, with the Grandeur 
of their Palaces, the Splendor and Magnificence of their 
publick Entertainments, and his own Adventures, during 
Bis Stay at Paris: To all which, Jaſſelina liſten'd ſo at- 
tentively, that her Eyes were ſcarce ever off from Mor- 
zaigne, which gave him an Opportunity of ſurveying the 
Features of her Face. : | | 
He perceived ſomething ſo innocent in her Behaviour, 
and ſo charming in her Countenance, that he could no longer 
behold her with Indifference, but gaz'd on her with Admi- 


ration, as an Object worthy his Love. 


For indeed, ſhe was very beautiful; her Eyes were 
black and piercing, her Hair was of the ſame Colour, 
her Complexion was fair and blooming, her Features 
round and well proportion d, her Neck and Hands 
were beautifully frayed, and ſo exquiſitly white, that 
her azure Veins appcar'd with the brighteſt 'Tranſpa- 

1 rency 
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Tranſparency through the delicate Texture of her Skin, 
her Breaſts were round and full, and her Waiſt was tall and 
ſlender ; in ſhort, ſhe had all the external Ornaments of 
Beauty, and the internal Beauties of her Mind were not 
inferior to that of her outward form; her Converſation was 
innocent and ſprightly, her Behaviour modeſt, but not re- 
ſerv'd, ſhe was of a mild and gentle Diſpoſition ; and every 
Thing ſhe did was with an unaffected Simplicity. 

It was no Wonder, therefore that an Object ſo divinely 
beautiful, without either Art or Dreſs to heighten her 
native Charms, ſhould engage all his Attention : He gaz'd 
and Jov'd, and was confuſed; and he perceived at the 
ſame Time the Emotions of Love clad with Innocence and 
Modeſty to diſcompole the Serenity of her Thoughts, and 
to riſe often in confuſed Bluſhes, and diſſolve again in 
artleſs Sighs. This was ſufficient to convince him that he 
was not altogether indifferent to her; and therefore he was 
reſolved to purſne the Dictates of his Inclination, and to 
make a complete Conqueſt, even at the Expence of his 
Honour. 8 

Poſſeſs'd with this Reſolution, he took his Leave, return- 
ing the old Man Thanks for his extraordinary Civilities, and 
aſſuring him at the ſame Time, that he wanted nothing 


but an Opportunity to reward his Humanity with the moſt 


convincing Proofs of Gratitude. Allard told him, that 
he looked upon it as a Blefling from Heaven, that he had 


had it in his Power to relieve ſo worthy a Gentleman, and 


that if he would uſe his Intereſt to make up an Action of 
Treſpaſs which his Father had enter'd againſt him, he 
ſhould think himſelf ſufficiently rewarded. Mfortaigne 
pleaſed with this Opportunity ſo favourable to his Deſiga, 
ſolemnly aſſured him that he would do him all the Service 
that lay in his Power, and that he would ſoon Return and 
let him know his Father's Reſolution ; and ſo he departed, 


and the old Man directed him the neareſt Way to his 


Father's Seat. | 
Whilſt he was upon the Road, his Thoughts were bu- 

fied in the Contemplation of Zaf/*1ina's Perfections, and in 

comparing her mean Dreſs, her artleſs Innocence, her bloom- 


ing Charms, and 1 Carriage, with the dazling 


Ornaments, the borrow'd Complexion, and the haughty 


Behaviour of Ladies of the firſt Quality; he could not 
help admiring the Beauty of Nature, and deſpiſing the 


Full 


Vanity of Art. 
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Full of theſe Reflections, he enter'd his Father's Houſe, 
where he found the whole _ in Confuſion, 1mag1- 
ning that ſome unhappy Accident had befallen him in the 


Woods, becauſe no one could learn what was become of 


him; a ſudden Joy hewever, ſucceeded this gloomy Ap- 
prehenſion, and at the Sight of him, his Father grew 
chearful, his Mother dry'd her watery Eyes, and appear'd 
brisk and lively, and all their Confufion was — into 
Calmneſs and Serenity: He acquainted his Father and Mo- 
ther with what had happen'd, how he loſt- himſelf, and 
how kindly he was entertained at old Mollard's; and 
withal, begg'd to have the Affair between his Father 
and Mollars brought to an amicable Conclufion, fince he 
had treated him with ſo much Civility and Reſpect. The 
old Gentleman aſſured him, that on his Account he would 
lay afide the Proſecution, and bury in Oblivion all former 
Differences; ſo they concluded the Night with Mirth and 
Feaſting, being overjoy'd to find Mortarigne in Safety. 
Being now pretty late, and he very weary, he betook 
himſelf to reſt, and ruminating on the Actions of the 
Day, he fell into a deep Sleep, when preſently he thought 
himſelf tranſported into a very delightful Valley, adorn'd 
with funny Hills ſhady Groves, delightful Plains, green 
Meadows, and clcar Springs, and interſperſed with all the 
gry Variety and balmy fragancy of blooming Flowers. 
hilſt he was admiring the wonderful Harmony. of Na- 
ture in the Order of this delightful Landskip, there ap- 
| peared at ſome Diſtance, a grave old Man, clad in a long 
white Robe, with a Turbant on his Head, and a Rod in 
his Hand, who made up to him; and in a very friendly 
Manner, thus accoſted bim; O generous Mortaigne, ſays he, 
ſun the Charms of marchl2(s Beauty, and contemplate the 
Wiſlom of the divine Creator; then waving his Rod in 
the Air, the Clouds thicken'd, the Sun was darken'd, 


the Hills levell'd, the Graſs wither'd, the Flowers decay'd, 


the ſprings turned into Blood; and in ſhort, the whole 
Face of Nature was in an Inſtant chang'd, and nothing 
but Horror and Confuſion was to be ſeen; inſomuch, 
that the Terror of this diſmal Proſpect waked him out 
of his Sleep; and muſing with himſelf on the Oddneſs 


of this Viſion, and perplex'd with the diſmal ere | 
* 


fions of ſome impending Danger, he got up early in the 
Morning, and betook himſelf to his Study to divert his 


melancholy Thoughts by reading, till the reſt of the _— 


} 
'» 
= 


ns Wl 


1 


5 0 Q. n d n 0 0 10 


3 7 


| a 4% 


QI w Du We 


44 Go 


ES] 


mily was ſtirring. The firſt thing he ſet his, Eyes upon, 
was the Deſcription of the River Lignon (which runs b 
the fide of Mallard's Habitation) in the Poem called Aſtrea, 
already Mention d. This brought freſh into his Memory 
the Charms of the fair Jaſſelina. He was impatient to 
ſee her, and all on fire to enjoy her; and being no lon- 
er able to withſtand the inward Impulſe of his Paſſion, 
b got up in a kind of Diſorder and went directly to old Al- 
lard's, whom he found labouring in his Vineyard; he im- 
mediatly acquainted him, that ro Father had agreed to 
forgive all paſt Offences, and was willing to live in a 
friendly Manner for the Future; and, in order thereto, 
deſired to treat with him perſonally without Delay; that 
the Deſire he had to ſhew his Gratitude, would not 
ſuffer him to reſt one Moment 'till he had made him 
acquainted with his Father's Reſolution. Old Aſollara 
was overwhelm'd with Joy at the News, and immediately 
dreſt himſelf in the beſt Manner he could, and ſet out for 
M. de Coucte's, not ſuſpecting any Deceit in Mortazgne's 
extraordinary Civility, | EE 1 
Mean while Mortaigne addreſs'd himſelf to Zafſelina ; 
and firſt of all preſenting her with-Jewels, Rings, and other 
curious Ornaments which he had brought from Paris, he 


then declared his Paſſion in the meltin tranſports of warm 


Imagination : He figh'd, and preſt her heaving Breaſts with 


unſpeakable Raptures, and whiſper'd all the tender 1 
A]- 


which Lovers only can expreſs; It was, he ſaid, the 

mighty Diſpoſer of. all Things, that had, by a wonderful 
Providence, convey'd him to the Knowledge of the faireſt 
Object of the whole Creation; and it was the ſame divine 
Power that now favour'd their mutual Enjoyment of the 
Sweets of Love; then-claſping her in his eager Arms, en- 
deavour'd to ſtifle her Reſentments with fond Endearments, 


and kind Embraces, but to no purpoſe ; for tho' Love and 
Rage mingl'd together, had hitherto made her Silent, yet 


ſhe burſt forth at laſt in Floods of Tears, and in faltring 
Words and broken Accents ſhe thus reproached him. © Is it in 
* this Manner, cruel Mortaigne, that you endeavour to re- 
* ward my Father's Kindneſs, and my own Simplicity ? And 
can you, at the ſame Time, be ſo prophane as to bring the 

4. to favour your wicked Enterprizes, and not tremble 
© leſt their Vengeance ſhould over-take you? Do you think 


© that Poverty and Innocence are incomparable ? If you do, it 
© betrays a Cowardice beneath the Honour of a Gentleman. 


* 


— 


L 
* to take the Advantage? Or do you think I love yon, and 
* for that Reaſon, endeavour to make me Infamous to the 
World, Loathſome to myſelf, and a Shame to my aged 
Father? Pierced to the Heart with the Juſtice of theſe 
Reproaches, Mortaigne ſtood, as it were, Thunder-ſtruck. 
And now perceiving that neither Prayers, nor Intreaties, 
nor the Force of Eloquence, nor even Gold itſelf, had 
power to corrupt Ju ſſelina's Chaſtity ; and being reſolv'd 
to ſtick at nothing to accompliſh his baſe Intentions, he had 
recourſe to Oaths, and the moſt profidious Diffimulation ; 
he aſſured her that what he had done was only to try her 
Virtue and her Conftancy ; and that if he was before 
charm'd with the Comelineſs of her Perſon, he was now 
raviit*d with the unſpotted Beauties of her Mind; he call'd 
Heaven to witneſs that he had no Deſign upon her Inno- 
cence ; but that, notwithſtanding the Pence of her 
Birth and Fortune, he was determin'd to make her his Wife. 
With this Artifice, ſealed with the moſt ſolemn and ſacred 
Oaths made in the Preſence of Almighty God, the fair, 


the young, the innocent Jaſſelina was betray'd, and yield- 


ed to the lewd Embraces of the deceitful Morraigne. 


By this Time Mollard was return'd, and finding Mor- 


taigne ſtill there, and his Daughter in a ſort of Confuſion, 
began to ſuſpe& what had happen'd, and bearing a watch- 
ful Eye afterwards over his Daughter, perceived to his un- 
ſpeakable Sorrow, that ſhe was with Child. It is hard! 
poſſible to deſcribe Mollard's frantick Rage on this Dif 
covery; he tore his white Hair, and wept bitterly, and call'd 
upon the Gods to revenge his Sorrows, and his Daughter's 
Diſhonour on the ungrateful Morraigne ; he curſed. the 
Hour of his Birth, and the Day whercon he relieved him; 
he loaded his Daughter likewiſe with bitter Imprecations 
for being the Cauſe of his Miſery, and the unhappy In- 
ſtrument of bring ing his gray Hairs with Sorrow 70 the 
Grave ; ee t 
Peace, or Conſolation from the Fury of an incenſed Father, 
ray'd Mortaigne to think on his Vows, and to convince her 
Father of her Innocence, and the Integrity of her Heart, by 
a ſpeedy Performance of thoſe Promiſes, than which nothing 


could have oblig'd her to violate her Chaſtity ? Upon which, 
he came privately in the Night, and ſtole her away from 


her Father's Houſe, and ſent her to a =o Kinſman's of 
e was brought to 


bur rather 
triumph'd 


his, ten Leagues from Dwurency, where 
Bcd of a Son; yet he reſolv'd never to marry her, 


ar the unhappy Zafſelinga, 558 
t 


(3 5 


triumph'd in his aa and the Miſeries which he had 
brought upon the un I Jaſſelina. : 


In the mean Time, Mortaigne's Mother being ignorant 
of this Affair, was ſolicitous to ſee her Son married; and 


therefore ſhe made a Viſit to M. 4e Vaſſey, in order to 


propoſe a Match between him and Mademoiſelle Ja Varina, 


only Daughter to M. Je Yagey. The Motion was approv'd 
of; the young Couple ſee and love, fo that nothing, to all 


human Appearance, could hinder'this Marriage from being 


ſpeedily conſummated, had not Heaven decreed it otherwiſe, 
For Jaſſelina being inform'd of what had yalled, began 
now to deſpair of ever being the Wife of the 
Mortaigne; and whilſt ſhe was bewailing her own deplo- 
rable Condition, News was brought her of the Death of 
her Father, who had laid her Shame ſo much to Heart, 


that it had ſhorten'd his Days, and ſo exaſperated him, 


that upon his Death-bed, he had bequeathed all his Effects 
to his diſtant Relations, and diſinherited his own Daughter, 
the miſerable Jaſſelina: Alas! what Tongue can expreſs 
the Torments of deluded Innocence ? What Breaſt conceive 


the Anguiſh of her diſtracted Soul? Her Father's Death 


her own Infamy, her Infant's Miſery continually preſented 
themſelves before her wherever ſhe turn'd; and to com- 
plete this. miſerable Scene, Poverty began to ſhew itſelf in 


all the diſmal Forms of Hunger, Cold, Nakedneſs, Shame, 


and Contempt. Whilſt ſhe was in this lamentable Condi- 
tion, ſhe reſolved to write Mortaigne a Letter, to try if 


common 3 would not prevail upon him to take 
e 


Compaſſion upon her and her Infant's Calamities; which 
was to this Effect: 


JASS ELINA 70 MORTATILONE. 


PO U have depriv'd me of my Honour, and with it all 
Hopes of Happineſs in this Life ; Your ſacred Oaths 
and Vows of everlaſting Love made in the Preſence of 
Almighty Goa, prevaild upon me to conſent to your Em- 
braces ; and I tremble to think of the dreadful Conſequences 
that will attend the Breach of them. But, deareſt Mor- 
aigne, if the Remembrance of theſe will not move you to 
your Duty, let the- Innocence of my Youth, and the Sweet- 
neſs of my Charms prevail upon you to conmiſerate my 
ufferings, and relieve my Diſtreſs. You know, ry ns 4 
an, that for your Sake, 1 155 been the fatal 


perfidious 


auſe of 
my . 


— 
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my Father's Death; that for your Sake, he has di ſinherited 
me, ana left me nothing but the Remembrance of my Tni- 
quity for my Support. Can you, therefore, be ſo baſe as not 
to grant me a comfortable Subſiſtance ; or if you can, can 
von be ſo monſtrouſiy wicked, as to refuſe a Maintenance to 
the Infant to whom you gave a Being. Can the lovely 
Mortaigne 4iveſt himſelf of the Ties of Nature and Huma- 
nity, and cloath himſelf with Cruelty and Injuſtice. No, 
et rs impoſſible, there's ſomething ſo divinely juſt in all his 


Thoughts, and all his Actions, that will not ſuffer him to | 
Forget his Vows to Jaflelina, nor his paternal Duty to his 1 
own Image. 15 | f 
Ys | | JASSELINA, ; 
| After ſhe had done writing this Letter, being defirous f. 
to get what Aſſiſtance ſhe could, ſhe wrote another to {| 
Calintha, Mortaigne's Mother, which was as follows: ) 
IJASSB LIN A CALINTHA + b 
An at a Loſs in what Manner to addreſs myſelf to you, * 
or how ro relate my Misfortunes, and expreſs my Miſery. 25 
Had your Son Mortaigne been as kind as cruel, 1 bould I. 
not have troubled you with a Relation of my Unhappineſs. *. 


But alas when ſacred Oaths and ſolemn Vows Joſe their 
divine Energy, and become Matter only for Ridicule, how v 
can Virtue irſelf be Proof againſt the Deluſions of Men. ſl 
Tf theſe, Madam, had been of any Weight, I need not have 80 
W 
ha 


bluſh'd, as I now do, to have told you that I, the Mo- 
ther of a Son, who owes its Being to the perfidious Mor- 
taigne. Hence alas! is the Source of all my Calamities; 
ſince not only Mortaigne refuſes ro perform his Vows, but | 
even denies me the Neceſſaries of Life to e e myſelf 77 
and Son; and what adds ſtill more to my Misfortunes, is, . 
that my Father being highly incenſed at my Guilt, died A. 
ſoon after my Shame cas diſcover d, and depriv'd me on his Cr 
Death-Bed of what Right and Nature had promiſed me, Vi 


and given me juſt Pretenſions to; ſo that having now no Re- is, 
lation to afſiſt me, no Friend to comfort me, nor no Conſo- 1 


| lation in this my miſerable Diſtreſs, I have preſum'd with ſtri 
Tears and Supplications to tmplore your Pity and Compaſ- 1 5 
ſion, if not for mine, yet for your ' Son's ſake, who, if I of 
periſh, can never think to proſper. My Love for him 9 5 
wits, I hope, in ſome Meaſure excuſe the Folly of my T pf 
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and merit your Relief, at leaſt the Innocence f my Infant 
can plead the Right of Nature in its behalf; and therefore, 
if I ſuffer, it will be ſome Conſolation oven in the Agonies 
of Death, to be aſſur d, that the innocent Infant will not 
ſuffer for the Guilt of its injur d Mother, the unhappy 


JAss ELINA. 


As ſoon as Mo7taigne and his Mother had received theſe 
Letters, they were differently affected. Mortaigne laugh'd. 
at the fooliſh Ambition of Jaſſelina, and rejoiced at the 
Opportunity he had to inſult her fond Credulity. He 
look'd upon her Youth and Innocence with Piſdain, and 
upon her Sufferings with Contempt. Her Love he ſcorn'd, 
and neglected her Supplications. The Infant ſhe was fo 
ſolicitous about, he regarded as the ſpurious Offspring of 
laſcivious Wantonneſs, and look'd upon it rather as a Mark 
of Infamy and Diſgrace, than a Son; and thus in ſpite of 
Nature and Humanity, he reſolved to baniſh them both 
for ever from his Memory, and to take no further Care, either 
to return an Anſwer, or ptovide a Maintenance ; but to con- 
tinue his Addreſſes to his new Miſtreſs, the beautiful Varina. 

Such was the unparrallel'd Cruelty of Morraigne; and 
as for his Mother Calintha, ſo ſoon as ſhe had read the 


Letter, fir'd with Wrath and Indignation againſt Ja ſſelina 


and her Infant, ſhe diſdainfully tore it to Pieces; nay, her 
Malice was carry'd to ſuch a Degree, that ſhe heartily 
wifh'd that ſhe could privately diſpatch them both, leſt they 
ſhould prove a Hindrance to the intended Marriage of her 
Son. Alas! how cruel and unnatural were her Reſolutions ! 
Was it not ſufficient to attone for her Indiſcretion, that ſhe 
had ſuffer d Pain and Poverty, Infamy and Contempt. 

It is very certain, that if Jaſſelina was guilty of an 
Error in believing Mortaigne's fallacious Promiſes : Ca- 
lintha's Malice was much more inexcuſable; becauſe the 


former was betray'd by Love, the latter fir d only with 


Ambition. It was not out of an Abhorrence to Jaſſelina's 
Crime that ſhe wiſhed her murder'd, but left her Son's 
Villainy ſhould be diſcovered, and hinder his Preferment. 
It was plain, however, that this was her Intention, for ſhe 
not only denied ſending them any Relief herſelf, but ſhe 
ſtrictly enjoin'd her Son not to grant, either the Mother or 
the Infant the leaſt Aſſiſtance; and to convince Jaſſelina 


of her Intentions, ſhe wrote the following Letter: 


H 2 CarIN THA 


CALINTHA 70 IASSE LIN A. 


I Am not more aſtoniſb d at your endeavouring to delute 


and undo my Son, than at your Aſſurance in ſoliciting 
me for Relief from thoſe Calamities which your own 
Wickeaineſs brought upon you : Fut ſince your Body is un- 
chaſte, it is not ſo much to be ævonder d at, that your Ju- 
ment ſuould be defective; and certainly it muſt be ſo, to 


, #magine, that when your own Father diſinherited you, 


1, who am but a mere Stranger to you, (as I wiſh you hai 


veen to my Son) ſhould relieve yon: Neither does this Reſo- 


lution of mine proceed from Contempt, but Charity; for 
as you are a Woman, I pity you; but as a Strumper J 
deſpiſe you, and Jook upon it as a Crime to ſuccour or 
ſupport you. But being conſcious of your own Infermities, 
and deſpairing of any Aſſiſtance for yourſelf, you plead 
for your Infant; but as he ts the Object of your Shame, 
as you are of that of my Sou, and the Cauſe of it, <chy 
ſhould I Jook upon the Child with Compaſſion, when the 
Mother has deſerved both my Hatred and Contempt. You 
complain of your Misfortune and Miſery, without con ſider- 
ing the Baſeneſs of your Birth, and the Diſgrace you 
are likely to bring on me and my Family. And to make 
wourſelf ſtil} more Odious, you add Ambition to your Diſ- 
honeſty, and impudently aſſume a Right to claim my Son 
in Marriage, and to tax him with Tngratitude and Trea- 
chery in betraying your Innocence, and violating your Cha- 
ſtity. But at the ſame time, do you conſtaer, that his Love for 

ou has been Cruelty to himſelf; for as you are like to 


"Ft ; 
buy his Familiarity with Tears, ſo, for what I know, he 


may have Cauſe to buy your's with Repentance. If you ex- 


pet any Comfort, it muſt be no other than this, ] hat as my 


Son diſdains to marry you, ſo do I, that either myſelf or 
he relieve you: Look then on yourſelf with Shame, on your 


Infant with Repentance, whilſt my Son and I will remem- | 
ber you both with Contempt, but neither with Pity. 


CaLINTEA. 


The unfortunate J7aſſelina needed no more than this 
Letter to make her completely miſerable; for being 
abandon'd by. Mortaigne, and hated by his Mother, ſhe 
was ſo pierc'd with the Conſideration of Calintha's Cruelty, 


and the Remembrance of her Son's Diſdain, that ſhe had 
| not 
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not Patience to bear the Weight of her unhappy Fate ; but 


inſtantly with her Infant at her Breaſt, fell on the Ground 


in 2 Swoon, and had not the Noiſe of her Fall allarm'd 
thoſe in the next Room, who came to her Afliſtance, 
Death had then put an End to her Miſery, and freed her 


from thoſe Calamities, ſhe was afterwards expoſed to, by 


the Inhumanity of Calintha, and the Cruelty of Mortaigne. 

For Calintha being inform'd that Zafſelina was at a 

oor Relation's Houſe, gave ſecret Orders to turn her out 
of Doors ; which was done with ſo much Severity, that ſhe 
was not ſuffer'd to remain in the Houſe 'till Day-Light 
ſhonld favour her Departure: But forced to lie expoſed to 
the Inclemency of the Weather, in an open Field, where 
the bare Ground was her Bed, a Mole-hill her Pillow, the 
cold Air her Covering, and the Firmament her Canopy ; 


in this deplorable Condition ſhe bewail'd the Unhappaneſs 


that had always attended her from the Time ſhe firſt be- 
held Mortaigne; ſhe accuſed her Folly in believing his 
Enticements; ſhe confider'd her too fond Credulity as the 


Source of all her Calamities, and the Cauſe of her Father's 


Death, her Infant's Infamy, and all the Miſeries ſhe was 
expoſed to. i | 


Being now almoſt periſh'd with Cold and Hunger, ſhe 


remov'd to a neighbouring Wood, in order to ſhelter her- 
ſelf from the impending Rain; and having made a Bed 
of Leaves, which at that Scaſon of the Year fell very plen- 
tifully from the Trees, ſhe laid her Infant upon it, and 
covering it up warm, ſhe went and gather'd Blackberries, 
Slows, wild Cheſnuts, and other Fruits that grew in the 
Woods, to ſatisfy her Hunger. In this Manner ſhe ſpent 
the Night, and at Break of Day, taking her Infant in her 
Arms, ſhe mounted a very high Hill, where ſhe had a 
Proſpect of the neighbouring Valley. Whilſt ſhe was ſur- 
veying the Country round about, ſhe diſcover'd a little 
Village, which by its Situation, ſhe knew to be Fillepont. 
This Diſcovery gave her ſcm2 Comfort, becauſe it lay 
within ſeven Leagues of the Place of her Nativity; and 
therefore ſhe did not Doubt of finding an Opportunity to 
ſend to her Relations and Friends whom he was ſure 
would relieve her Diſtreſs, by reaſon of the many Fa- 
vours ſhe had heap'd upon them during her e res 
But alas! Diverſity of Fortune produces unconceivable Al- 
terations ; Thoſe who had profeſſed the ſincereſt Friend- 
ſhip when Fortune ſmiled upon her, were now the far- 
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theſt from affording her any Aſſiſtance in her Adverſity. 
She now found none to relieve her, nor none to pity her; 
infomuch, that Neceſſity forced her to apply herſelf to 
the Principal Inhabitants of the Town for Charity; to 
whom ſhe related the Story of her Wrongs in ſuch a moy- 
ing Manner, that all of them promiſed her Redreſs 
In the mean Time, De Vaſſey hearing of theſe Things 
in La Pali ſſe, began to entertain a very mean Opinion of 
Mortaigne; and therefore he inform'd his Daughter Vari na 


of the whole Story, who inſtantly conceived an Averfion 


againſt him for his ungenerous Behaviour to poor Jaſſelina. 
Mortaigne perceiving this by the cold Reception he met 
with in the Family, and being conſcious of his own baſe 
Proceedings, was afraid_to ſearch the Cauſe of this ſudden 
Alteration, till he had removed the only Impediments 
which he thought were likely to hinder him from the 
Enjoyment of his beloved Varina. And the better to 
Effect his barbarous Reſolution, he diſſembled his Malice 


to Jaſſelina, and ſent his Servant to provide handſome 


Lodgings for her, and to give Orders to furniſh her with 
all the Neceſſaries and Conveniences of Life; as alſo to let 
her know that he had provided a Nurſe for his Son: But 
withal, to enjoin her to. Secrecy, leſt his Mother Calintha 


mould be inform'd of it. F2felina not any any 


Deceit from Mortaigne s extraordinary Civility, flatter'd her- 


ſelf that her Misfortunes were now at an End; but alas! 
no ſooner does Pleaſure take Poſſeſſion of a Heart, but 


Pain conſtantly ſucceeds it; and fo it fared with 74 eli- 
na; for Mortaigne having now contrived every thing in 


Order to execute his barbarous Deſign, ſent his Servant, 
Za Verdure, for the Infant, in order, as he ſaid, to carry 
it to the Nurſe which his Maſter had provided for it. 


Faſſelina readily conſented to let it go, thinking that Na- 
ture had wrought upon Afortaigne to take Care of its 


Maintenance; but La Verdurt, in Obedience to his 


Maſter's Command, ſtrangled the Child, as ſoon as he had 


got at a convenient Diſtance from the City, and wrapping its 
dead Body in a Linnen Cloth, threw it into the River 
Lignon. | | a 

When Ta Perdure return'd, he acquainted his Maſter 
with what he had done, who not ſatisfied with the Murder 
of the innocent Infant, agrecd with Za Palma, (the Maſter 


of Jaſſelinn's T.odaings) and the aforeſaid La Vergure, 


for a certain Sum of Money to diſpatch Zafftlina * the 
. F ame 
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5 fame Manner: This they ſoon effected, by taking an Op» 
pi ortunity to ſtifle her whilſt ſhe was aſleep; and in the 
F< Middle of the Night, when all were, gone to Reſt, they i 
| 
| 
1 


** convey'd her Body into the Garden, and there buried it: 
Having thus finiſh'd this bloody Scene, they both haſten to 


N Durency, in order to receive their Reward, which Mor- i 
2 taignè paid them with Chearfulneſs; having now, as he oY 
34 thought, nothing to hinder him from appearing an agree- i 
m5 able Match for the fair Varina. 5 | [ 
55 Mortaigne immediately prepared to Viſit De Va ſſey, i 
- and to reconcile the Breach between him and Farina; and | 
me the better to ſucceed in his Deſign, he took his Father M. | 
wh de Coucie along with him; but all his Forefight proved in- il 
08 effectual; for De Vaſſey and his Daughter K heard 1 


he that N e and her Son were convey'd away, and. could 


— rang my 


to not be heard of, (ſuſpecting what had happen'd) gave j 
oy Mortaigne a plain Denial, and ſo he and his Father were | 
0 forced to return without affecting any thing to the F | 
F In the mean Time, La Palma having ſpent moſt of the { 


+ Money which he had received for the Murder of Zaſfſelina, 
_e in Riot and Debauchery, thought it high Time to return 
home to his Wife Iſabella, who was ignorant of what had 
wp. pm and therefore very jealous of her Husband, becauſe 

e departed, as ſhe thought, in Company with Zaſelina. 
400 But this Jealouſy of her's God made the Inſtrument to diſ- 


r 
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* cover this execrable Murder. | WE 
For upon his return Home, T/abella falling in a violent 
m Paſſion, made uſe of many bitter Reflections againſt La i 
"> | Palma, which fo incenſed him, that he beat her in a bar 
Y || barons Manner, inſomuch that her Life was deſpaired of. 1 
r. Upon which he was immediately ſeiz'd, carried before a 7 
*” || Magiſtrate, and committed to Priſon. Soon after 2 ö 
12 re covered, and being called upon to declare the Occaſion 


4 of the Quarrel, ſhe related all that had paſſed, that her 4 
© ' Husband and a elina were ſuppoſed to have gone off to- i 
| gether ; that he had been abſent a Month; and that Fa ſſe- 1 
er ina had not been heard of ſince, which gave her Reaſon to 
believe that if ſhe was not his Miſtreſs, he was her Mur 
derer; and added that her Maid Zaquera could inform 
them further. | | 2006 ol 
8 Faqueta was immediately ſent for and examin'd: She de- 
5 | clared, that the Night before her Maſter's Departure, La 
; Palma, aud one La Verdure, a Footman, were in Fafje- 


© | /ina's Room together; and that they could learn — 4 
: : 0 * 


—— 
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had a Hand in the Affair. 


in his Garden; and that they were hired to do it by Mon- 


6 „ 

of her ſince; being further asked, if ſhe knew whoſe Foot - 
man it was; ſhe anſwer' d, Monſicur Mortaignes. The 
Magiſtrates conſidering theſe Depoſitions, reſolv'd to ſearch 
thoroughly into the Affair; and ſo diſcharging [{/abell; 


and her Maid, they gave Orders that La Palma ſhould be 


brought before them, and after they had' ſeverely repri- 
manded him for his Barbarity to his Wife, they charg'd 
him with being in Zafjelina's Chamber with La Veraure 
at M1d-night ; fince which ſhe could not be heard of. 
. Za Palmas Guilt appeared viſible in his. Countenance, 
which commonly betrays an inward Conviction of Mind, 
He ſeem'd to' wave what he was charg'd with, and 
an with bitter Invectives againſt the. Malice and 
Jealouſy of his Wife; but being urged by the Magiſtrates 
to anſwer directly to the Purpoſe, after many Circumlocu- 
tions, and frivilous and extravagant Speeches, he at laſt 
deny'd the whole Accuſation, and maintain'd, that he nei- 
ther was preſent at her Departure, nor knew what was be- 
come of her; and therefore he deſir'd to be releaſed. 


But the Procurator, being very familiar with Monſieur 4e 


Vaſſey of La ira A remember'd that he had formerly heard 
him ſpeak of this Monſicur Mortaigne, who lately 7 his 


Daughter Za Varina in Marriage; as alſo of his debauch- 


ing Jaſſelina, a Farmer's Daughter of Durency, by whom 


he had an illigitimate Son; and conſidering, that at ſuch 


an unſcaſonable Hour Za Veraure could have no lawful 
Bufineſs in Jaſſelina's Chamber, accompany'd only with 
La Palma; and that it was a very ſurprizing Circumſtance 
that no Body could learn what was become of her {ſince 


that Time, concluded that there muſt be a deeper Myſtery 


in this Aﬀair, than had as yet been diſcovered ; and there- 
fore gave Orders not to ſaffer La Palma to have his Li- 
berty ; but to be removed privately to La 2 together 
with his Wife and Maid, in order to take his Trial. Mon- 


fieur e Vaſſey, who was Seneſcal of that Juriſdiction, pùr- 


poſely retired into the Country to avoid being preſent, be- 
cauſe he vehemently ſuſpected that Monſicur AMorrargne 
La Palma, and the Witneſſes 
were examin'd Face to Face, and Jaqueta ſtood firmly to 
her former Depoſition, but La Palma as ſtrongly denied 
it; but being order'd to the Rack, he was not able to en- 
dure the ſevere Torments, but confeſs'd that he and La 
Verdure ſtifled Jaſſelina in her Bed, and buried her Body 


ſeur 
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2 Mortaigne, who gave them two hundred Franks to 
effect it. : 1 | 

Whereupon they immediately diſpatch'd proper Others to 
apprehend Mortaigne and his Servant, and to bring them 
to Juſtice; and having found Mortaigne in his Bed, they 
ſeiz d him by Force, and brought him to La Pali ſſe, 
whither they had already ſent La Verdure, having met 
him upon the Road, little ſuſpecting his approaching De- 


ſtiny. 

Lt Verdure, notwithſtanding La Palma's Confeſſion, ob- 
ſtinately denied the bact, and endeavour'd to clear his 
Maſter from the Imputation of ſo much Cruelty and In- 
juſtice ; but upon preſenting his Feet to the Fire, he con- 
ſeſſed not only the Murder of JN, but that alſo of 
the little Infant, in the Manner already related. | 

Mortaigne was now ſummon'd to appear before the Pro- 
curaror, and the reſt of the Magiſtrates, and being charg'd 
to plead to his Indictment, he knew it was in vain to deny 
thoſe Crimes which his cruel Agents had already revealed ; 
and therefore, with Shame and Confuſion, he confeſs'd 
himſelf Guilty; and reflecting with Horror on the Wicked- 


neſs of his depraved Nature that had led him to the Com- 


miſſion of the moſt abominable and barbarous. Crimes that 
ever were perpetrated by the vileſt Monſter upon Earth, he 
ſubmitted patiently to the Sentence pronounced againſt 
him ; which was, to be broken on the Wheel, his Body to 
be burnt, and his Aſhes to be ſcatter'd in the Air. La 
Palma was condemn'd to be hang'd; and La Verdure to 
be broken on the Wheel, and his Body thrown into the 
River Lignon. | | 

.Mortaigne appeared very ſorrowful, and could not re- 
frain Tears whenever he thought of the unhappy Jaſſelina; 
his Ingratitude, his Treachery, his Barbariry, preſente 
themſelves alternately to his tortur'd Imagination. His 
Inhumanity to his little Infant likewiſe gave him much 
Uneaſineſs, and added to the Agonies of his departing 
Moments. | | PER: 

Amidft all the Terrors of his Conſcience, he pray'd 
Forgiveneſs of God, and begg'd that Mankind might learn 
from his Example to reſtrain their Paſſions, and not to ſuf- 
fer themſelves to be ſway'd beyond the Bounds of Reaſon 
and Humanity to gratify their boundleſs Defires. When he 
was brought to the Place of Execution, he was extremely 
concerned that the Judges had not paſe'd a more favourable 

. L Sentence 


— 
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Sentence upon him ; and ſuffer'd him at leaſt to die like a 


Gentleman; that was, to have been beheaded. But at the 
ſame Time reflecting upon the Nature of his Crimes, he 
acknowledg'd the Juſtice of their Decree; and turning to 
the Executioner, deſired him to do his Office, and to diſ- 
patch him quickly out of this Life, as being unworthy to 
remain any longer in it, This was the fatal End of this 
unhappy Gentleman, cut off in the Flower of his Youth, 
as an Example of the Almighty Vengeance over-taking 
thoſe who commit Murder. L 

La Palma exclaim'd againſt the Malice and Jealouſy of 


his Wife [/abella, even to the laſt Moments of his Life; and 


could by no means be brought to a Reconciliation; but con- 
tinued obſtinate and impenitent, being a Man of a very pro- 
fligate and wicked Life, regardleſs of the Puniſhments upon 
Earth, and unconcern'd at thoſe in a future State. 5 
La Verdure, when he was upon the Wheel, complain'd 
of Mortaigne, as the Cauſe of his Infamy and Miſery, and 
mew'd great Concern for the Cruelty he had exerciſed 
2 the Bodies of the innocent Infant, and unfortunate Mo- 
ther. | | | 
And this was the infamous End of - theſe unhappy 
Men, whom Laſciviouſneſs and Avarice had prompted 
to perpctrate the greateſt Villanies; and at Jaſt had 


brought down divine Vengeance upon them ; which 


was executed here on Earth, before a Multitude of Spec- 
tators, as a Means to deter others from falling into the 
ame fatal Errors, which was the Cauſe of their Deſtruc- 
tion. | : 


REFLECTIONS 
On the foregoing ; ins 
SS FF: DK Y. 


T is an excellent Virtue in Women not to liſten to the 
leud temptations of Men; and it is a noble Reſolution, and 


worthy the Dignity of Men to withſtand the Deluſion of 
Vice, and to curb the Violence of unruly Paſſions. If Wo- 


men 
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a © men ſubmit to the former, it will moſt certainly brin 


e them to Shame; and if Men give way to the latter, it will 
e as certainly bring them to Deſtructioͤn. 4 aA 
0 It has indeed, been obſerved by Men of the deepeſt 
Penetration, that the Vanity of our Imaginations, and the 
0 Follies and Extravagances of our Youth are often followed 
is with Diſappointments' and Diſtreſs; and that Schemes of 
n, venal Pleaſure, how artfully ſoever they be contrived, are 


Ye attended with ſo many Ditficulties in the Execution, that 
few are able to ſurmount; and thoſe who do, are ſtill more 
of -unhappy in the Concluſion. If, therefore, theſe be the 
id Egeche of the little Frailties of our Nature, which Beauty 
n- and the Force of Fancy may inſenfibly lead us into, What 
o- { muſt the dreadful Conſequences be, when we violate the 
Mn Laws of Humanity, and perpetrate the blackeſt Villanies 
in Contempt of divine Vane to gratify our Reſent- 


'd ments, and make way for our Ambition ? 

1d One would think it impoſſible for a Being endued with 
2d the Faculties of a rational Soul, capable of diſtinguiſhing 
o- between Virtue and Vice, Juſtice and Injuſtice, and even 


of drawing a long Chain of Conſequences from the moſt 
py remote Cauſes; One, I ſay, would hardly think it poſſi- 
ed ble for ſuch a Being to engage himſelf in ſo many mon- 
ad ſtrous Crimes, and complicated Villainies, as is related in 
ch the foregoing Hiſtory. But fuch is the Depravity of ſome 
c- Mens Natures, and the Wickedneſs of their Diſpoſitions, 
he | that they delight in Cruelty and Ingratitude ; and, as it '# 
c- were, triumph in the Miſeries and Calamities of thoſe | 

whom they have injured and betray'd; and ſuch we find | 

was the Character of the Man who gave Birth to the fore- 

— going moſt remarkable Hiſtory. : 

But ſince it is moſt certain, that in the Nay of Judgment 
we ſhall ſtrittly anſwer at God's dreadfal 7] ribunal, 
not only for every idle Word, but even for every leud 
and wicked Thought our Hearts ſhall conceive ; how then 
thall we dare to appear (much leſs think to eſcape) when 
we defile our Bodies which are ſanctified, with odious 
Pollution ? and to this, add the ſtaining our Souls with 
the innocent Blood of our Fellow Chriſtians : Thus with 
impious Preſumption, ſtabbing at the tremendous Ma- 

he eſty of God, by murthering thoſe Creatures, who bear 
1s Image. This is not the Way to arrive at certain Fe- 
of | licity, but the Way to eternal Miſery; for how can we 
__ e ourſelves to God, or expect the Enjoyment of a 
ing of infinite Purity, Holineſs, and Goodneſs, when — 
the 
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[ 64 | 
the Flames of Luſt, and broiling with Revenge, we de- 
vote ourſelves to the blackeſt Crimes in the Devil's Service. 
Nay, did we either love God for his Mercy, or fear him 
for his Juſtice, we ſhould not only hate thoſe Sins in our- 
ſelves, but deteſt them with the utmoſt Horror in others; 
for theſe are ſuch great and crying Offences, that the 
All. ſeeing Eye of Heaven ſuffers them not to go unpuniſh'd 
exemplarily here on Earth, Divine Juſtice overtaking the 
Offenders, by the Sword of his Magiſtrates. A ſad Exam- 
ple whereot we have here preſented to your View, but 
not for your Imitation. May the Cataſtrophe ſo impreſs 
our Minds, that it may tend to the Reformation of our 
Lives, the Comfort of our Souls, and the cternal Glory 


of the infinite Juſt, Holy, and All-powerful Creator, 
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NUM B. IV. 


ſemero, who, after the Pꝰath of his Father 
Juan Alſemero, in a naval Engagement with 
the Hollanders before Gibraltar, devoted 
hi'nſelf to Sea Actions as the beſt Expe- 

888 dient, in his Sentiments, to prove his Va- 
lour, and revenge the Loſs in his Family, With this View 
he made two Voyages into the Weſt-Indies, in both of which 
he gave ſuch fignal Marks of his Courage, that, in a ſhort 
Time, he returned Home * with Honour, the Re- 
ward of his Expeditions: Nor was Fortune leſs a Friend to 
him in another Reſpect, having made him very opulent and 
rich; the Confideration of theſe fine Advantages confirmed 
him in the Reſolution he had taken of extending his Name, 
and ar laſt, of finiſhing his Acts with Immortality. His 
Ambition to Fame was by ſo much the more active and 


prompting . 


HERE livedin V4 ria, 4 City of Spain, 
2 young Gentleman, named Pearo ae Al- 
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prompting, as the Flower of his Youth had met with ſuch 
remarkable Succeſs; no Moment paſt but what repreſented 
to him a Scene of future Exploits; in the Performance of 
which, he thought his Honour concerned. This Reflection 
redoubled the native Ardor of his Soul, and his innate Bra- 
very flamed with Eagerneſs of ſurpaſſing others. Hence 
alſo was derived io Refodution ht fandeti his Characte- 
riſtic, upon which ground Alarache and Mamſora ſoon be- 
came Witneſſes of his extraordinary and furpriſing Valour; 
for in the Engegements at theſe Places he received 
eleven Wounds, as a Teſtimonial of his Bravery. Theſc 
Aecidents, however, did not abate his unſurmountable De- 
fire of Fame. The Death of Don an his Father re- 
mained freſh in his Mind, and he was reſolved to vindicate 
his Memory to the laſt Extremity. Accordingly he went to 
Valadolid, with a Defign to uſe his Intereſt with ſome Mi- 
niſter under the King of Spain, to procure him a Captain's 
Poſt, and a Company under the Archduke Albertus, then 
in open Arms againſt the Nerherlanders. But Alſemer had 
ſcarcely begun his Suit, but he had the' Mortification to find 
a general Truce on both Sides, concluded at the Hague, by 
the Mediation of England and France. His Hopes being 
thus diſappointed, he ſeemed for ſome Time irreſolute, and 
unable to find out what Step he ought next to take. Mars 
was his darling God, and the Clath of Arms his beloved 
Pleaſure ; the Effeminacy of Courts, and the Foibles of 
Women were averſe to his Principles, and his ſole Delight 
eonſiſted in the Range of Armies, and the Sound of Frumpets. 
Acuated by theſe Sentiments, he withdrew from Valadolid 
to Valentia, reſolving to exerciſe his Arms abroad, fince he 
had been denied the Uſe of them at Home. Upon his 
Arrival, he had ſeveral Invitations from Perſonages of both 
Sexes, and extraordinary Quality; but Amuſements of 
Gallantry, and Interviews of Love and Pleaſure were not 
the Delights he wanted; Wars and Encounters were the 
Baſis, on which he grounded his real Felicity; and as he had 
devoted himſelf to Campaigns, and the 33 Atchieve- 
ments of the Field, he was not to be won from the darling 


Recreations of his Mind, effeminately to unbend himſelf 


amidſt the Interludes of Balls, Levees, or the Toilets of 
Ladies; in ſhort, he was bent upon: martial Exerciſes, and 
with that View, putting the Care of k 


Into the beſt Situation he could, he embarked for Aſalta, 
with a Deſign to try if he could obtain ſome Poſt of wary 
| | mand, 


is Eſtate and Affairs 
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mand, either in that Iſland, or the Galleys belonging to it; 


and if he found himſelf diſappointed, to ſail thence into 
Tranſilvania, Hungary, and Germany, and there extend 
his Knowledge in viewing their Caſtles and Places of De- 
' fence, in learning their Arts of military Diſcipline, in re- 
marking the Wealth and Power of their Princes, in con- 


ſidering the Plans of their ſeveral Laws and Conſtitutions; 


and, finally, in reflecting upon all other Matters, conducive 
to form him either a complete Traveller, or an experienced 
Soldier. Theſe were his Sentiments, and theſe his Reſo- 


lutions; and accordingly he came to Alicant, from whence 


- he hoped to have found a Paſſage to Naples, and from 
_ thence to Malta; but his ill-concerted Deſigns prove 


abortive, and his Schemes of travelling and fighting are fruſ- 


- trated ; for coming into the City, and going one Morning 
to hear Maſs in the Church dedicated to the Holy Virgin 
there, he caſt his Eyes, as he kneeled at his Devotion, on 
à young and charming Lady, in the ſame Poſture of Wor- 
ſhip, next to him. As ſhe was beautiful, gay, and ſpright- 
ly, and her Veil very thin, he had an eaſy Proſpect of a Set 


of the fineſt Features in the World ; from the Moment he 


_ eſpied her, he fell a Victim to Love, and Cupid ſhot a 
Dart to his Heart, which with an irreſiſtible Force, bore 
down all the Rampiers of Honour, Wars, and Alarms. 
His Paſſion was impatient, and he was by ſo much the 


more inflamed, as he perceived her Bluſh at his gazing 
upon her. He imagined it vain however, to proſecute his 
Amour at that Time, as he perceived her engaged in the 


Company of ſeveral other Ladies. But Maſs being finiſhed, 


he ſtept up to a Prieſt, and enquired of him who the Lady 
was, who told him, ſhe was Daughter of Diego de Verman- 


dero, Governor of the Caſtle of the City, and named Dona 
Beatrice Foana, and her Cuſtom was every Morning about 


the ſame Hour to come to that Chnrch, and pay her Devo- 
tions; this Information inflamed Alſemero. Beatrice, from 


the Moment he heard her named, reign'd over the Paſſions 
of his Soul. ZPellona now gives way to Venus, and Mars is 


poſtponed to 1 Alſemero was in Raptures, and his 
fierce Love told him, he was unhappy till he ſaw 
his Charmer. AQuated by his exteme Deſire, he roſe 


early the next Morning, and hoping to find his beloved 
| Beatrice, he went to the Church, where, to his Joy, 


he eſpied her kneeling as before; he placed himſelf by her 


* 


in the ſame Poſture, and * eager Paſſion puſhing him Ws 
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he addreſſed himſelf to her in the following Words; NU 
Charmer, ſays he, the two Mornings I have ſeen you, makes 
me think my Devotions have been attended with a more 
than ordinary Happineſ3, ſince ] have had the Felicity to 
be ſo near your divine why and ſurvey ſd fine a Set of 
Features, as adorn your Face; Tam, Lady, let me pre- 
Sume to tell you, from this Moment, a Victim to your potent 
Eyes, and it is impoſſible for me to withſtand the Power 
of Love, your beauteous and raviſhing Perſon has thrown 
into my Soul, Upon this Motive, I beg you, my Charmer, 
0 compaſſionate me, ſince the Violence of my Aﬀetion is ſo 
great, as not to live without a Return of your Kinaneſs to 
me. This unexpected Speech, ef; eekelly in a Church, 
could not but ſurprize Bearrice, who ſpoke her Aſtoniſh- 


ment by the Bluſhes ſhe ſhewed underneath her Veil. As 


Alſemero was a Perſon unknown to her, and his Paſſion ſo 


ſudden, ſhe could not forbear giving Attention to his Words, 


and, at length, won by the genteel Air wherewith he had 
accoſted her, ſhe, putting on a graceful and modeſt Mien, 
returned him this Anſwer, Sir, I return you my Acknow- 
 beagements for the Compliments you have been pleaſed to 
give me; but I cannot impute your Declaration of bein 

charmed with ſo mas, a Perſon as mine, to any real A, 
Faction, but Flattery. To conquer you, Sir, muſt be the Buſi- 
neſs of thoſe Ladies, who are by ſo much equal to your 
Worth, as T am inferior to your Merit ; to them you muſt 
apply yourſelf, and if your Affection anſwers to what you 
ha de profeſt to me, you have no Reaſon, Sir, to doubt of 
your. Succeſs, This fine Excuſe of Beatrice could not 
make Alſemero deſiſt from his Pretenſions ; tho' he was but 
4 Novice in the Affairs of Love, he was not ſo ignorant as 
to be vanquiſhed by this firſt Repulſe; he perceived the 
Beauties of her Mind were correſpondent to the charming 
Perfections of her Face; and he was reſolved to puſh on the 
Force of his Love, by an Experiment of his Eloquence and 
Addreſs; to which End, he addrefled her again, thus. My 
Charmer, tis a nice Piece of Ambition in you to difſemble 
the Beauty of your Face, with a Deſign to render your 
Charms the more conſpicuous. I cannot, however, pratſ? 
#he Diſregard you ſhew me in abanaoning me to thoſe 
Ladies whom I neither know nor care for; for "tis to you 
alone, my fair One, I ſacrifice my Love; and therefore it 
evouls not be honourable to make me, who am your conſtant 


AU emer 


Aamirer, the Object of your Frowns and — 


19 

Alſemero had no ſooner made an End of theſe Words; but 
Beatrice reſumed herſelf, and thus anſwered : Women 
of my Condition and Fortune ought neither to be ambitious 
or politic, unleſs in _ Conjunctures when Neceſſity 
obliges them do guard againſt the deluſive Speeches of Gen- 
zlemen like you; who, not guided by the Touch-ſtone of 
pure and ungefiled Love, aim at nothing but our Diſhonour. 
Ingratitude is a Crime I abhor; but as you are a Stranger 
to me, I cannot, without the greateſt Incivility, but re- 
turn you my Obligations I owt you for the Honour you have 
done me, in making me à tender of your Service, which I 
can no otherwiſe requite, than by my Wiſhes for your 

oſperonus continuance on Earth.” Maſs being ended, at the 
cloſe of theſe Words, Alſemero roſe up, and lifting Bea- 
trice up from kneeling, he excuſed himſelf for ſo doing 
with a genteel Air, and thus replied; ** My Lady, I am 
not ignorant your Name is Beatrice Joana, Daughter of 
Don _ Vermandero, Governor of the Caſtle of this 
City; and this Reflection, as I am yet a Stranger to you, 
makes me amazed you fouls ſeduce yourſelf, by drawing 
wrong Concluſions from my Words to you; however, the 
Innocency of my Intentions, and my unſpotted Love is a 
Conſideration that entirely makes me eaſy. And ſince, my 
Dear Charmer, you baniſh me from having a Seat in your 
fair Boſom; 225 me to enjoy one in your Coach, and be at 
Liberty to accompany you home to your Father's Caſtle. | 

If Mſemero's Frankneſs had before ſurprized Beatrice, 
this la ft Declaration entirely aſtoniſhed him; ſhe imputes 
his gay Preſumption to her own Frankneſs and free Words; 
this Refle tion makes her repent her Error, which ſhe 
ſtrives to palliate by the following Reply; Sir, ven I can 
form any tolerable Veracity in your Woras, I ſhall be ready 
to ask Par don for my Crime, in making an cſtimate of you, 
by the Counterpoiſe of other Mens Ways. If I have done 
Wrong to your Merit, you have Liberty te make me give 
you ſome Return of Retaliation, by bearing me Company ta 
my Father's Caſtle : tho ſuch a Piece of Condeſtention is 
againſt rhe Cuſtom of Alicant, This Civility in Bearrice fill'd 
Alſemero's Breaſt with Exſtacies, and he could entertain no 
Thoughts but with rapturous Emotions of Love; he thanks 
the Charmer of his Soul for the ſavour ſhe does him, and 
kiſſing ten thouſand times her ſnowy Hand he takes her by the 
Arm, and conducts her to the Coach; their Paſſage to the Caſ- 
tle is one continued Scene of amorous Da!liance, * paſ- 
: | | Honate 
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tricè receives his ardent Vows, not with a reciprocal Flame, 


[50] 7 
ſionate Vows, eſpecially on Alſemero's fide. He eyes Bea- 
trice with Joy, and darts a thouſand Glances, which ſpeak 
but too much, how much his Soul burns with Love. Upon 
their Arrival at the Caſtle, Diego, the Lady's Father, re- 
ceives Aſemero, his unknown Gueſt, with Marks of Ho- 
nour and Diſtinction, and during his Stay, entertains him 
in the moſt agreeable Manner he can, by ſhewing him all 
the Rarities and Curioſities of his Caſtle ; Alſemero hath 
the Satisfaction to be in Company with, and kiſs Beatrice, 


but not to open the Sincerity of his Vows, the only Thing hc 


wanted: In fine, he is obliged to return to his Lodging with- 
out effecting any thing of the Buſineſs he deſigned with his be- 


loved Seatrice, after a nice Diſtinction of Compliments mu- 


tually paid by all Parties at withdrawing. We will leave 
for a while Alſemero and Beatrice, each to themſelves, 
(the one ruminating on his Adventures, and the other full 
of the ſoft Words the had heard) to ſpeak of another Per- 
Ton, who, in the Sequel, will make a conſiderable Figure 
by way of Rival, | nl | | 

There dwelt in Allicant one Piracquo a Gentleman of 


a plentiful Fortune, and deſcended from one of the bet! 


Families in that City; his Politeneſs and ctviliz'd Behaviour 


procured him the Honour and Reſpect of the. moſt eminent 
Perſonages. And his large Eſtate made the Parents of the 
fineſt and faireſt Ladies 5 


5 oth in the City and Country court 
his Alliance. In a Word, he was addreſt to from every 
Side, but no one touched his Soul with ſo powerful Affec- 


tion, as Beatrice. above named: Her 2 in his Senti- 
ments, ſurpaſſed all the reſt, and when 


It! e ,gazed upon 
her, he eitcemed it im poſſible not to admire her; fired 


with this Thought, he kept her continually in his 
Thoughts; till, in the Concluſion, the Sentiments he had 


entertained of her Beauty, ſunk into his Soul, and made 
him reſolve either to gain her for his Wife, or renounce 
being the Husband of any other Woman. With this View 
he makes frequent viſits to Beaprice. Vermangero, her Fa- 
ther, knowing his perſonal Worth, and the fine Eſtate he 
was Poſſeſſor of, receives him with Gladneſs; he thinks 
himſelf hononred by his Preſence, and eſteems his Daugh- 
ter happy 1n baving ſuch a Gentleman to addreſs her. Pi- 
&4cquo finds his way agrecable ; Vermandero is his Friend, 
and all things, to outward Probability, ſeem favourable to his 
Suit; but he is fruſtrated at laſt, in the main Article; Bea- 


{1:6 


thinks wil 


E 

ſhe eyes Kim with Indifference; but is ſo artful as not to 
let her Parents draw any uneaſy Concluſions from her cool Be- 
haviour. This reſerved Temper of ZBeatrice is ſo far from 


giving any Diſcontent to Piracquo, that Vermanderois Kind- 


neſs to him, and the Hopes of her Compliance at length, 
flatter him with Notions that redouble his Ardor; accord- 


ingly he uſes greater Reſolution and Importunity in his 


Addreſſes; he vows, ſwears, and proteſts, that he is her 


Slave, and ſhe ſhall be his Miſtreſs ; but theſe Attempts 


are vain. Beatrice is inſurmountable, and Alſemero the 


Man deſigned to lodge in her Arms, as will be ſeen in 


the Sequel. | EG. 
 Alſemero, all this Time from the Sight of his Char- 
mer, could not ſtifle his Concern ; but his Love invented 
ten thouſand Ways to make it ſelf further known to Bea- 
trice. Vermanaero, in the Interim, came to find out his 
Affection for his Daughter, and that Piracquo was the 


laſt in her Eſteem. This was an inſupportable Grief to 


him, as he reflected Alſemero was far behind him in the 


Acquiſitions of Fortune, Beſide, he had, in Effect, given 


Piracquo his Conſent, and promiſed him his Daughter. 
This Conſideration actuated him with a Deſire to fruſ- 
trate Al/emero's Expedctation and prevent his Addreſſes. To 
this End, he leaves the Government of his Caſtle to his 
Son, takes Beatrice into his Coach, and withdraws to 
Briamata a fine Country Seat of his not far from Ali- 
cant, defigning to conſummate the Nuptials between her 
and Piracquo. But this Departure is not ſo ſecretly made, 
but Alſemero hears of it: He is Confounded at the News, 
but is ignorant of the Cauſe of its Suddenneſs ; he cannot 
condemn her of Ungenerofity when he confiders the ſhort 
Familiarity he has had with her; however, he. reflects, 
that as he had no Intimation of her going into the Coun- 


try, he cannot, with any Probability, ſuppoſe her Love any 
Way inclined to him. 'Theſe Confiderations fill his Mind 


with Doubts, and he is at a Stand, either what to think, 
or act; he 1magines, if he rides to Hriamata, the Coun- 


try Seat, Lermandero will blame his Preſumption; if he 
continues any longer at Alicant, his Charmer will be af- 


fronted, and take it ill; perplexed between theſe two dif- 
ferent ma he, at Jength, concludes upon a Method he 
extricate him out of his Difficulties, which is 


to write to her; accordingly having provided himſelf with 
| x 4 
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a Meſſenger he could confide in, he ſends her the following 


Lpiſtle : 
. My Faris, 


I TILE Aliant was Witneſs of my Charmer's Pre- 

ſence, my Life was a leſs Conſideration to me than the 
Sight of your tranſporting Face. I have ten thouſand 
Times bleft that propitious Wind that blew contrary, and 
fopr my intended Voyage to Malta, in order to make me 
your Aaorer, and vou my Goddeſs. Know, my Lady, my 
Thoughts are ſo full of you, and the Love ] bear you ſo 
facres, that no Female in the World can win my Afﬀefion 
zo abon:lon you, in whom, and through whom my ſole 
Happineſs and Felicity riſes or falls. But oh, can I en- 
tertain any Sentiments of Comfort to myſelf, when the 
Object of my Soul hath not only withdrawn herſelf fron 
me; but, whar cuts my Heart in a * Pieces, le, t 
Alicant, becauſe of me. Ah, my fair Creature, If I an 
doomed to this Miſery ; know, I have no other Conſolation 
befr, than the Hope of finding a Period of my Misfortunes, 
by as quick a Death, as the Suddeneſs of your leaving me. 


ALSEMERO. 


Beatrice, at the rag. of this Epiſtle, ſhewed vaſt 
Emotions of Joy; from the Contents, ſhe drew a plain 
Conclufion, that 4}/emero's Love was too generous and 
frank to diſtruſt it. This Conſideration inſpires her with 
Sentiments ſhe never entertained before, and which favour 


her Lover's Suit. In fine, ſhe thinks it an act of Civility 


to anſwer him, and accordingly ſends him the fellowing. 


81 R, 


| I Have not Reaſon ſufficient yet to make me believe a Mo. 


man of my Degree can have Attraction enough to inſpire 
Gentlemen like you, with ſuch paſſionate Vows as your 
Epiſtle plainly tells. You mention, that your Felicity riſes 


or falls, according to the Favour TI ſhew you ; but this, 1 


preſume, is the Reſult of your Gallantry, rather than real 
Zoue. Tour ſaying I have witharawn «44 from Ali- 
cant, is aT bing very true; but that I left it for youts 
i: Sac , Bo aot 


neſt Women on Earth. 


157] | 
not ſo; my Father is the Cauſe of my being where I am; 
but Sir, let me tell you, if 1 cannot be kind, I will 
never ſpew myſelf cruel. „ 


BRATRICE JOANA. 


Alſemero finds no Manner of Conſolation in this Letter, 
the Lines of it, he fancies, full of Unkindneſs, but attri- 
butes all to the Modeſty of his Charmer; his Soul begins 
again to waver between Hope and Diſpair, and he is vaſt 
irreſolute; he is bent this Moment to put a. Period to his 
Amour; but the next Love reigns triumphant, and bids 
him puſh on his Suit with greater Boldneſs, for Conqueſt 
is not far off to crown his Labours ; thus fired, he takes 
Pen, Ink, and Paper, and dictates the ſecond Epiſtle. 


* 


MapAM, 


1 Cannot think the Ardor of my Soul is warmed by ſo 

poor a Flame, as not to convince you that my All is 
yours. But if the moſt tender and endearing Vows in the 
Worla, cannot perſwade you ro a Belief of my ſincere and 
inviolable Affection; Oh! then let me wiſh you could con- 
vey yourſelf into rhe Middle of my Heart, where you 
could not but be an impartial Witneſs of my moſt conſummate 
Love, which exceeds all that Heaven and Earth can boaſt. 
But why ſhould JI aim at Impoſſibilities? my Hopes are 
vain, and Alſemero is doomed to be the moſt wretched Man 
living. From this Moment I will ſacrifice myſelf to 
Deſpair and the Love of you, tho I am ſure never to 
obtain you. If I live, it fhall be to remain a Monument 
of your Di/pleaſure ; but if I die, it 1 be, to give the 
World a Teſtimonial, I ended my Days for one of the 


ALSEMERO. 


This Letter brings its own Confirmation along with it; 
Aiſemero's Love is now no longer a Stranger to the Heart 
of Beatrice; ſhe begins to ſet the Idea of her Perſon in a 
fircr point of Light than ever. Briamara, and all the rural 
Scenes about it, prove no longer pleaſing and entertaining; 


for Alicant and her Lover engroſs all the Faculties of her Soul. 
Vermandero and Piracquo attack her on every fide with 
lmportunities to give her Gooſen, but all is ineffectual; 


ſhe 


— — 


r ; | | him, 


come hither, till when, I ſhall never enjoy one Moment «| 


came far ſhort of the ineſtimable I reaſure he conceived i 


[74 ] 

ſhe judges it but reaſonable Aſemero ſhould be acquaintel 
in the Situation ſhe is in, in order, that he may interpoſe, 
and gain over her Father, by ſome effectual Step or other, 
to favour his own Pretenfions, With this View ſhe ſends hin 
the following Letter: 5 


who 
and 

thou 
Aﬀe 
with 
to h. 


Ihim, 
Tf there is no Treaſon in the frank Declaration of ſuch 
Woman's Heart, I dare preſume to ſay you are th Brea 
Gentleman, of all Men living, «hom I affect. The ar and 
dent and paſſionate Vows in your Letters, the Sincerity youfbili 
profeſs, and the Hope of the Fidelity I repoſe in you, \bearſſ quo 1 
down the Paſſions of my Soul in your Favour, and Alſe | 
mero is the Perſon, Monarch of my Heart. NotwithſtaniÞ Moti 
ing this open Candour of my Boſom, I muſt, from ſeveraſher « 
Moti ves, enjoin you to à profound Secrecy in this Affair; Did: 
and entreat you, with all poſſible Expedition, privately i clude 
ſider 


and 

Char 
is to 
will 
as ih 
a thi 
man 
mero 
for h 
| migh 
his beloved Lady; her Beauty, from this happy Con] Sacre 
jecture, appears in an irreſiſtable Point er Hig fo di 
Voyage to Malta is ſet aſide, and the Wind, though iff acqu: 
blew favourably, hath ten thouſand 1 throuſ her 
upon it; he counterfeits himſelf indiſpoſed, fetches. bach lect c 
his Trunks, and reſolves Alicant ſhall be his Place ol each 
Reſidence, from whence he ſends his Meſſengers to Hria.ſ ſence 
mata in the 3 to ſignify to her he will preſent him rive 
ſelf before her at Eleven O Clock that 2 This Neu for a 


rue Contentment or Satisfattion. In the Interim, ſo ore 
the Indulgence I have given you, that the Lady who love 
ycu, may be convinced you are a Gentleman of Pruaent 
and Generoſity, 
ERP # BEATRICE JOANA 


\ Miſemere took and kiſſed this tranſporting Letter a thouſand 
times, and wiſhed as many Bleſſings upon the ſnowy Hand 
that indicted it. The Indies which he had twice beheld 


is raviſhing to Beatrice, who provides for his Reception] woul, 
:Alſemero makes the Night the Witneſs to his Journey; and by th 
Diaphanta, Beatrice's Waiting- Woman, is order'd tofff fluen« 
wait his Arrival at a Poſtern Door, anſwering to a Garden. Tim 
Alſemero appears: Diaphanta conducting him through aff felf f 
Private Gallery, leads him into the Chamber of Baur ing 
91 3 W 0 


by ” 


A 


5 F- 3: 
nteiſ who received him with Emotions of Joy, great Civility, 
Pole, and a bewitching Air. 't heir Interview is begon with a 


ther thouſand paſſionate Kiſſes, and Teſtimonies of a fincere 


him Affection to each other, and then ſeconded by Beatrice 
with a ſenſible Detail of Piracquo's importunate Addrefles 


to her; and her Father's rigorous conſtraining her to marry 
him, for which End he was then in the Houſe; ſhe tells 
him, ſhe neither can, nor will ever give her Conſent to 


breaſt, and uſurps her Soul; | concluding ſhe would live 


- 


quo was conveyed out of the Society of the living. 
Alſemero is not ſo 2 as not to find the 
Motive of this ſudden and violent Proceeding in Beatrice; 


cludes her _ getting rid of Piracquo. Alſemero con- 
J fidering the Fervency and Impetuoſity of her Love for him, 


Charms, thinks the only way in the World to pleaſe her, 
1s to proffer his Service to her ; accordingly he tells her he 
will ſend Piracquo a Challenge to fight him; concluding, 
as ſhe is the ſole Object of his Deſires, he is ready to dye 
a thouſand Times, if it were poſſible, to obey her Com- 


mero's Love with an uncommon Gaiety ; ſhe thanks him 
for his Generofity, but is apprehenſive of ſome Nanger he 
might incur in ſo nice an Affair; ſhe begs him, by the 
on. Sacredneſs of their mutual Wiſhes, in no wiſe to engage in 
His fo - dreadful a Buſineſs, but ſubmit it to her own Cond 


»wnff her Father over to her Remonſtrances, to the entire neg- 
ach lect of Piracquo, and the full Enjoyment of the Happineſs 
olf each of them longs after; concluding, that tho” his Pre- 


14. ſence is dearer to her than the Joy of Heaven; yet, to ar- 


m rive to the Satisfaction of their Wiſhes, ſhe importunes him 
will for a ſhort Time, to return to Valentia, ello they 
on. would gain conſiderably more Advantage by 


1 off ſelf for his Journey, returns 


to Valentia, where we will 
e L 2 : : 
ho | 


— 


ſuch a Thing, and he is the Perſon who reigns in her 


Jand die with him alone; but there could be found no poſ- 
fibility of compleating her Wiſhes to that End, till Pzrace 


her extraordinary Love dictates this to her Mind, and her 
7} Diſdain to be compelled into a Marriage ſhe diſlikes, con- 


and giving Way ' hourly to the Force of her - beauteous 


mands. Beatrice receives this freſh Teſtimony of 4}/e- 


A 


h ie acquainting him, ſhe thinks herſelf in a Capacity to win 


elay; than 
ind] by the Force of any raſh Attempt. In fine, Alſemero, in- 
ta Auenced by her Council, after a paſſionate Farewel for the 
en. Time, comes back to Alicant, and having prepared him- 


leave 
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leave him a While to introduce ſome other Paſſages, which 
make an eſſential Part of the Sequel. 

The Interview between Alſemero and his beloved Bea- 
rice, was not carried on with ſo much Secrecy, but Ver- 


Mangero, the Father, received Intelligence of it by ſome 


| Perſon who had accidently overheard them; Vermandero 
Is confounded at the News, but ſays not a Word of it to 
Piracquo, with whom he continues his wonted Familiarity 
and Communication, Piracquo perſiſts in his Importunitics, 
and Vermandero tells him poſitively, that in a little Time, 
he ſhall be ſole Poſſeſſor of his Daughter's Affections, either 
by his Entreaties or Menaccs. In fine, this Interlude of 
Love, and the Rivalſhip of Alſemero, becomes the Talk 
and Chat of ſeveral eminent Perſons of Alicunt, who, out of 
a Piece of Generofity to Piracquo, fignify the whole Affair 
to Don T homaſo his younger Brother. Thomaſo ſtartled at 
the Relation, and ſuppoſing his Brother an entire Strangcr 
to the ſecret Proceedings . Reatrice and Alſemero, 
and willing to convince him of his Error, and remind him 
of the Diſhonour he was likely to incur, ſent to Hriumata 


the following Epiſtle : 
Dear Bnornzz, 


" AS TI always ought to prefer the Obligations I owe a 
LE Brother, to thoſe of myſelf; J am convinced of your 
Concurrence, when I tell you, that Lovers, dazled with 
an imaginary View of Charms in the Faces and Perſons of 
their Miftreſſes, do not ſee with the Eyes of other Men. 
Tou will be amazed, perhaps, at my arquainting you, from 
the Report of Perſons of unqueſtionable Veracity, that 
Beatrice Joana #5 both unworthy of your Love, and never 
deſiened to crown the Suit yon have begun to her, having 
ſubmitted 28 and her Charms to the more potent A- 
Areſſes of Alſemero your Rival. To be the Harbinger of 
this News, which muſt affect you, I have had many 
ſtruggles in my Heart; but the Duty I owe you as my Bro- 
rher, hath induced me to ſend you this Letter, in which I 
exhort you not to attempt an Impoſſibility ; but while your 
Error is at the ſhorteſt, endeavour to rectiſy it, by with- 
arawing your Love in time from one who deſerves not the 
thouſand Part of. the 9 you hade already paid her. 
ed preſiuune, as you are my Arotber, or as you. haue — 
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rofity enough in your Soul, you will enclius to the Remon- 


ſtrance 1 have made you. 


Tromaso PirAacquo. 


Piracquo is pleaſed at the officious Duty of his Brother; 


but his Letter is inſufficient to baniſh out of his Soul, the 


extravagant Love that had taken Poſſeſſion of it. He ſol- 
licits Beatrice with a Warmth of Affection, that plainly 
told he had no Sentiments of deſiſting from puſhing on his 
Arms of obtaining her; but, on the contrary, that he was 
reſolved to try every Method rather than be foiled in his 
Pretenſions. This Behaviour ot his allarmed Beatrice, who 
was now confirmed in her Reſolution of taking him out of 
the Way, to make Room for Al/emero, the Poſſeſſion of 
whom - the ſaw ſhe was never likely to obtain, without 


utting the Death of Piracquo in Execution. With this. 
1ew.jhe racks her Head with a thouſand Devices to per- 


form her Buſineſs in the moſt advantageous Manner, and 
ſhe is not long before ſhe finds one agreeable to her own 


| Defires. In the Garriſon belonging to the Caſtle, there 


was a young Gentleman named Antonio de Flores, whom, 
ſhe knew, entertained Sentiments of Love for her, and 


would, upon her bare Importunity, proffer his Service to 


kill Piracquo. Upon her Arrival at Alicant with her 
Father and Piracquo (which was immediately after Alſe- 


mero's return to Valentia) boiling with her furious and terri- 


ble Deſign, ſhe ſends for Antonio, and with great Inſinuation 
and Artifice, and not without a Proteſtation of Kindneſs for 


him, provided he gives Obedience to what ſhe was going to 


acquaint him, opens the Purport of her Buſineſs. Antunio, 
having preſerved a Love of long ſtanding for ZBearrice, 
is raviſhed with her Words; her promiſes of Affection en- 


tirely ſubdue him, and the Sight of her Charms ſo tranſ- 


port him in the End; that, without any manner of Helita- 


tion, he gives her his Word and Honour to execute her 
Command; immediately the Plot is adviſed upon. Auto- 
nio, upon Piracquo's coming to the Caſtle, ingratiates him- 


ſelf with him, and mixes in his Company; it fell out, as 

they were in Diſcourſe together, Piracquo enlarged much 

on the Beauty and ſtrong Fortifications of the Caſtle, upon 

7 that the only Ornaments about it, 

were. the Caſemates filled with ur t 

Pitches, Piracquo hearing this, ask d him to tayour ick 
8 | wit 
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[ 58] ” 
with a view of them. Antonio, glad of his Succeſs, tells him 
le is ready to oblige him in <a or any other Favour after 

Dinner, the bell then ringing for that end; Piracquo thanks 
him for the Honour he does him, accepts the Invitation, 
and both having concluded to meet at the Time apoint- 


ed, leave one another for the Preſent. During the Time 
of Dinner, Antonio goes into the Eaſt Caſemate, where he 


hides a naked Sword and ponyard ; but after Dinner, Pi- 
racquo comes and reminds back of his Promiſe, Upon this, 
Antonio ſr.cws himſelf his Conductor, and leads him from 
the Walls to the Ravelius, Sconces, and Bulwarks, and 
from thence to the Ditches, and ſo outwards, to the Caſe- 
mates; three of which Piracquo having taken a very par- 
ticular View, Antonio carries him to the Fourth, where 


he deſign'd to put his Plot in Execution: To put a more 


ſpecious Colour over his Deſigns, he takes the Rapier from 
his Side at the Entrance of the Deſcent, telling him 
the Paſſage to it is very narrow and difficult. Piracquo, 
upon this, leaves alſo his Sword behind him, and appre- 
hending no Manner of Danger, follows Antonio, who con- 
dlucting him through the Vault of the eee opens 
the Door with ſome Force backwards, with intent to con- 
ceal the Weapons he had hid there, he pretends to look 
through a Port-hole, and amuſes Piracquo with ſome Tale 
or other to make him do the like. Piracquo readily con- 
ſents, and caſts his Eyes thro' the Port-hole ; but while he 
continued ſtooping, Antonio gets the Sword he had con- 
cealed, and with a furious Puſh, ſtabb'd him through the 
Back, and redoubling his Stroke, never ceaſed, till he 
had laid him dead upon the Spot; after which he took and 
buried him under the Ruins of an old Wall, out of which 
the Caſemare had been erected. Antonio had no ſooner 
perpetrated this horrid Piece of Villainy, but he goes and 
acquaints Beatrice with it, whoſe Emotions of Joy, at ſo 
ghd an Accident, were too manifeſt; to reward Antonio, 
in fome ſort, for his Obedience and Fidelity, ſhe claſps 
him in her Arms, and buries him in a thouſand Kiſſes. 
They concert Meafures how to make Piracquo's Abſence 


ſcem plauſible, and quaſh any Reports that might be 
fpread abont him. With this View, Seatrice advices 


Antonio to divulge it ſecretly and ee that Piracquo 
was ſeen to £0 out of the Gates of the Caft 
the City, and afterwards to take a Boat and go out to = 
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forthe Benefit of the Air, But this Stratagem is attended 
with fatal er pos as the Sequel will ſhew. | 
Piracquo had not been miſſing long, before the Caſtle 
and City was full of his Abſence; . Antonio's Schemes had 
the deſired Effect, and all Perſons Tongues were fluent of 
the Reports he had induſtriouſly ſpread; old Vermandero is 
confounded, and unable either what to ſay or act: Piracquo's 
©. Brother and Friends are in the laſt Extremity, every Mo- 
ment they expect his Return, and every Hour think they ſhall 
be bleſt with his Preſence; they make extraordinary Search 
after him in every Corner of the City, and ſend Meſſengers 
both by Sea and Land, to find him out. ZBeazrice triumphs 
within her Boſom, but makes an outward Shew of vaſt 
Concern and Affliction; her Father proteſts, that next to 
himſelf, of all Men living, he loves Piracquo, and makes 
all imaginable Endeavours to find him out. In fine, all 
_ thoſe Perſons who had the Honour of Piracquo's Acquain- 
tance and Converſation, mourned his Abſence with a moſt 
ſenſible Sorrow, and a Flood of Tears. , 
During this general Scene of Lamentation and Enquiry 
Beatrice ſends private Word to Alſemero of the late bar- 
barous Tranſaction, but ſhades the Narration of it over 
with ſuch Terms, as entirely excuſed her from having made 
any Step in the Affair; ſhe bids him leave Valentia, and 
come to Alicant: The Meſſage pleaſes Alſemero, he ſtands 
aſtoniſh'd at this Account, and to humour his charmin 
Beatrice, believes the major Part of what he had — 
The Idea he preſented of her raviſhing Face, quite effaces 
all his Conſiderations of Piracquo; he prepares for Ali- 
cant, but to make his Journey the more acceptable, ſends 
ſome of his beſt and moſt truſty Relations to pave his Way 
with Vermandero, and make an honourable Demand of his 


Daughter in Marriage, reſolving to be ſoon after them, and 


crown his Pretenſions by his perſonal Interviews. In fine, 


, after a Series of ſeveral Conferences, and other Decorums 


neceflary to unite the two Lovers, Alſemero hath the Sa- 
tisfaction to gain Vermandero's Conſent, the Nuptials are 


fixed upon, and at length ſolemnized in Alicant with pro- 


digious Magnificence and Pomp. N 
One would imagine now, that Alſemero and Beatrice, 


after the long Struggle to obtain their Wiſhes, and the per- 


fect Acquiſition of what each of them prized as the moſt 
valuable Thing in the World, ſhould have met with the 


moſt tranſporting Scene of uninterrupted Joy and mutual 


Pleaſure, 
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Pleaſure. But Fate had otherwiſe determined. Alſemero, 
like thouſands of qther fond Husbands, harbours, through 
an ow up mr Paſſion for his new Wife, the Seeds of 


Jealouſy in his Boſom; he cannot endure that his charming 


_ Beatrice, poſſeſſed of the fineſt Set of Features, of any 
Woman living, ſhould be at Liberty to mix in Converſation 
with any Perſon but himfelf; he eyes her Conduct with a 
Narrowneſs, that gives her too juſt Ground of Suſpicion. 
She is fair and handſome, and whenever the views herſelf 
in her Glaſs, ſhe has not the Courage to think herſelf wor- 


thy of the Diſhonour Alſemero. does her; ſhe reflects and 


thinks again, and toſſing herſelf from one tumultuous 
Thought to another, gradually finks into. Diſdain of her 
Husband's Ways, whom ſhe, at length, looks upon as an 
Impoſtor and a Deceiver; ſhe frets herſelf to a thou- 
ſand Pieces, and not brooking the difingenuous Treatment 
of Alſemero, goes to Vermanaero her Father, to whom ſhe 
expoſes the unhappy Situation ſhe 1s 1n. Maugre this Re- 
preſentation, Alſemero continues to watch her more cloſely, 
and even to ſet Spies over every trifling Circumſtance of her 
Conduct; ſo great is his Jealouſy, and his Suſpicions of 
her unchaſte Behaviour in Secret, Beatrice, upon this, 
applies again to Vermandero to redreſs her Wrongs, who 
diſcovers, upon his Ca re. te Complaints, great 
Signs of manly Prudence; but a qui 

ill Situation between the new married Couple are uneffec- 
tual; Alſemero gives a deaf Ear to his Father-in-law's Re- 
monſtrances, and thinking his Diſhonour lies at Stake in 
ſuch officious Enquires into his Couduct, takes, to ſecure 
his Fears, his Wife in a Coach, and carries her from Alicant 
to Valentia. This Procedure is a Vexation to the Father; 
and the Daughter enraged at it, no longer thinks upon her 


Husband with Sentiments of Affection. In fine, Verman- 


dero, like an affectionate Father, in two or three Days aſter 


their Diſpleaſure, ſends Antonio (whom we have had Oc- 


caſion to obſerve above) with a Letter to Alſemero, to 
know how Matters ſubſiſted between him and his Spouſe. 
Antonio, glad of this Opportunity, goes to Valentia, and 
fiyding Alſemero abroad, gives the Epiſtle to Heatrice, 


whom he meets with alone ; this was too fine an Opportu- 


nity, for a Man of Antonio's eager Love, to let flip; he 


Improves the er favouring his Paſſion, kiſſes his 


charming Dame ten thouſand Times, extorts from her all 
the Circumſtances of her Husband's baſe Conduct to her; 
; | : | | | > : 18 
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| Endeavours to quiet the 
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in ſhort, Beatrice, reflecting upon the Obligations ſhe owes 
Antonio, from this Moment, caſts herſelf into his Arms, 
and tells him, ſhe is his for ever. During theſe Tran- 
ſactions, Alſemęro returns, receives Vermanaero's Letter, 
and puts on a pretended Air of Gladneſs; he welcomes - 
Antonio ; and atter a little Time, writes an Anſwer, and 
gives it him. Antonio pays his Civility with Thanks, and 
returns; but his Back is hardly turned one Moment, before 
a Waiting-Woman of Seatrice, corrupted by Alſemero, 
tells her Maſter the whole Interview between Antonio an 
his Wife; ſhe enumerates all the paſſionate Kiſſes that 
paſt between, and were mutually given each other; and 
exaggerates the Love Scene to an intollerable —_— AI- 
ſemero is beyond himſelf at the aſtoniſhing Words he hears, , 
he vows Revenge, coſt him what it will, and in a Rage, 
taking his Sword into his Hand, flies into his Wife's Cham- 
ber, to whom he thus addrefles himſelf. Madam, ſaid 
he, tell me, by the Peril of your Life, what was the Fa- 
miliarity paſt between you and Antonio, Beatrice Tur- 
prized, anſwers him, that with the moſt ſolemn Proteſta- 
tions, ſhe and Antonio have committed nothing againſt the 
Rules of the ſtricteſt Honour; whence then, replies he, 
proceeds this Familiarity ? Acquaint me, or by the Ven- 
geance with which I labour, I'll ſend your Soul to another 
World upon the Point of my Sword. Overcome at the 
terrible Menace. Ah my Alſemero! and is it thus you 
treat me? Know then, that the Familiarity I am accuſex 
of to you, is owing to the Obligations I have to Antonio; 
eg he, who, at my Deſire, murthered Piracquo, in order 
to make Way for your Poſſeſſion of my Love. Aſter this, 
ſhe tells every Circumſtance about Piracquo's Death, and 
begs him to conceal all, as Antonio's and her Life depended 
upon it. Alſemero is ſurpriſed, he reflects, and thinks if 
his Wife can imbrue her Hands in Murther, ſhe will alſo 
dare to diſhonour his Bed; but, won at laſt, by the many 
Vows ſhe made him of her future Chaſtity, he pardons her. 
Put this Indulgence is of no Force; Antonio and ſhe main- 
tain the ſame kind Interviews; their proftituted Loves are 
ated with Thoughts of Impunity, and the greateſt Free- 
dom; the Woman who revealed the firſt Intriegue, now tells 
Alſemero the Second, who boils with Choller, and threa- 
tens nothing but Revenge; he orders the Woman to mind 
the very Hour of Antonio's comin then pretending a 


> and 
Journey into the Country, * himſelf up in his Study, 
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with great Secrecy, adjoining to his Bed-chamber, with a 
Sword, and a Caſe of charged Piſtols. ZBearrice ſuppoſing 
her Husband gone a real Journey, receives Antonio with 
Emotions of Love and Joy, nor 1s he leſs backward to de- 
monſtrate his Affections. Beatrice enumerates all the Bar- 
barity of her Husband, which Antonio threatens to repay 
with Indignation. Alſemero, with wonderful Secrecy over- 
| hears all, he ſtorms privately within his own Breaſt, but 
Rage, not permitting him to be any longer an Hearer of the 

1 


ainy and Diſhonour done him, he ruſhes in, Sword and 


Piſtols in his Hand, and finding them on his Bed in the 
very act of their adulterous Pleaſures, diſcharges his Piſ- 
tols firſt, and then with his Sword lays. both of them dead 
on the Spot. Aſemero, having committed this miſerable 
Scene of Death, leaves the Inſtruments of his Wrath, 
bloody as they were, upon the Table, and haſtes to the 
criminal Judge, to whom he reveals the Action he had done, 
but ſays not a Word of the Murther of Piracquo. The 
Judge ſtartled at the uncommon Accident, returns with 
Alſemero to his Houſe, and finds every Thing exactly cor- 
reſpond with what he had told him. From this Moment, 
all about rings with the Relation of theſe Facts; Valentia 
becomes a Mourner, and Alicant no leſs ſorrowful; but 
Vermandero's extreme Grief quite exceeds the Bounds of 
Reaſon. In the Interim, the Judge commits Alſemero 
Priſoner to a Chamber in the Houſe, and puts the Waiting- 
Woman upon her Examination, who makes an ample Tet 
tification of every Thing that had paſſed between her 
Miſtreſs and Antonio. In fine, the Judge finding all Cir- 
cumſlances agree, acquits A}/emero, and iſcharges him. 
This Affair being over, we will now return to Z homaſo, 
the injured Piracquo's Brother, who from a long and judi- 
cious Reflection on the Events that had happen d to Zea- 
trice and Alſemero, and the Methods uſed Prior to their 


Marriage, could not be induced to think, but one or both 


of them had been acceſſary to, or inſtrumental in the Mur- 
ther of his Brother; this Conſideration convincing him by 
Degrees of the Reality of his Sentiments, warmed him 
with a noble and brave Reſolution; he thought it unbe- 
coming the Character of a Gentleman to let go unpuniſhed 
his Brother's Di ſhonour; to which End, thinking himſelf or- 
dained of old Time to puniſh Alſemere, as he had done 
Beatrice, he wrote him a Challenge to this Effect: 


: : STR, 
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7 Have too much Reaſon on 2 Side, not to conclude you 

and Beatrice guilty of the Death of my Brother, who 
was to me the deareſt Man under Heaven. Was Itamely to 
forbear a Satisfattion, which the Enormity of your Crime 
merits, . this World would then, and the Character of a 
Gentleman I bear, be undeſerving of me. To ſuffer Death for 


his Sake, is what I covet; and if one Friend thinks him- 


ſelf in Honour bound to repay the Obligation of his Fellow 
Friend ; certainly, the Conſideration lying between two 
Brothers, is of far greater Importance. Wherefore I 
challenge you to meet me, without Seconds, at Gliſſeran- 


Hill, Zo-morrow at Five in the Morning, to anſwer your 


Diſponour and Inbumanity, 
; | Tromaso PirAacquo, 


Alſemero receives the Writing, and accepts the Condi- 


tions; Piracquo's Reſolution amazes him; he reflects his 


Quarrel is founded upon good Grounds; namely, the Vindi- 


cation of his Brother's diſhonourable Death; this Thought 


abares his wonted Ardor, and puſhes him on to a baſe Pur- 
poſe. In fine, they meet, but Alſemero 2 conveys a 
ou of Piſtols in his Pockets, and upon each, drawing his 

word, under colour of juſtifying himfelf with Words, en- 
91 es Piracquo to come near and hear his Defence, when 

iſcharging his Piſtols at him, he laid him dead upon the 
Spot. Piracquo's Surgeon being an Eye- witneſs of this Piece 


of Cowardice, eee ge, haſtens to Alicant, and re- 
18 


— it to the criminal Judge, who ſends to apprehend the 
Murtherer, but Alſemero flies. He flies indeed, but has 
the Mortification in a little Time, to ſee his Horſe ſtumble 
with him, and himſelf to break his Arm. Weakened by 


this Accident, he is unable to proceed ſo as to clude his 


Purſuers, for four Perſons on Horſeback preſently Gallop u 
to him. Alſemoro ſcorns to ſurrender, attacks, and wounds 


two of them in his Defence, but his Sword breaking in 
his Hand, reduces him to a Neceſſity of being taken, they 
carry him to Alicant before the Senate, aſſembled on pur- 


pains he makes an open Confeſſion, and is 2 to be 
eheaded. On the Scaffold, he acquaints the Spectators 


with the Murther of Alfonſo Piracquo; upon which, his 
Body is taken out of the Eaſt Caſemate ef the 2 _ 
DH bay. uried. 
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[ 84] 
buried. Alſemero's Head is cut off, and Antonio's and 
Beatrice's Bodies removed out of the Churches they were 
interred in, burnt, and their Aſhes thrown into the Air. 
This was the Cataſtrophe of Alſemero, who, by an In- 
petuoſity, too fatal in Love, puſhing him on to the acm, 
which made the Period of his Lite very diſhonourable ; the 
Bravery he ſhewed in the Encounter he had with the four 
Horſemen, cannot be ſufficiently admired, when we reflect 
on the Accident of his Swords breaking ; but his Deſtiny 
was approaching, and the Courage he was Maſter of, was 
tot able to ſecure him from the Puniſhment due to his 
agnoble Treatment of Piracquo. This very Act ſtained 
His former Conduct; and tho* Marche and Mamora had 
ſufficiently teſtified his extraordinary Valour; yet, Pirac- 
| "> Death, caſt a Blemiſh upon his Virtue, of too deep a 
ie to be ever waſhed out. Fearrice, his Miſtreſs, is an 

Example to all Fathers, not to match their Daughters to 
Perſons they cannot Love; for had Vermandero been guided 
by a Motive of Affection for his Daughter, he had firit con- 
ſulted the Sentiments ſhe herſelf entertained, and not ſub- 
mitted himſelf to an abject Conſideration of Piracquo's 

Wealth and Eſtate ; for . is ſeldom an Eſſential to real 
Happineſs; for if mutual Wiſhes, and a reciprocal Ardor, 
blow not up the Hymenean Fire, no other Conſideration in 
the World is able to do it. | | 
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NUMB. V. —# 
$N the Pariſh of Sprear, about fifteen Miles 
rom the beautiful and noble City of Preſtea, 

(in the Venetian Territories) there lived a 

r Countryman, named Alibius, who 


could boaſt of no other Wealth left him i 
by his deceaſed Parents, but that he was 2 1 
5 | | Man of a comely Stature, and juſt ' Propor- 1 
tion; and that they had left an honeſt Character behind it 
them. If his Virtues had anſwer'd their's, his Poverty had 
never been fo pernicious and fatal an Enemy to him, as at I's 
once to deſtroy his Reputation and Life : Or had not the 5 
Imperfections of his Soul ſtained thoſe of his Body, his 4 
Hiſtory might have been buried with 'him ; but as his | f N 
Actions exceeded the bounds of Humanity, and ſince he im- 1 
brued his Hands in innocent Blood, tis juſt Mankind ſhould | 
know it, in order to abhor m deteſt ſuch bloody —_— 14 
| an bi 


1 * 

and learn to dread the Crime by knowing the Puniſhment 
of ſo notorious and wicked an Offendor. ; 3 

This Alibius, as ſoon as he had attained the Age of Five 
and twenty Years, matricd an honeſt Farmer's Daughter of 
the Pariſh of Sprear, named Merilla, a Perſon to whom 
Fortune had been no ways indulgent; ſhe had but a fmall 
Mare of Wit, little Fortune, and leſs Beauty: She was not, 
indeed, ſo poor as to be deſpicable, nor ſo ugly but an 
honeſt Man might have been contented with her : For had 
the Husband's Care and Induſtry anſwered the Wife's Fru- 


gality; or had not his luſtful Eye ftray'd beyond the Mar- 


riage Vow, this Marriage might have proved as happy as 
it did miſerable to each of them. „ 

But Alibius's Thoughts were above his Birth, Rank, and 
Fortune; and he had not been long married, before his 
Folly and Vanity had conſumed the greateſt Part of the 
little Fortune he had with his Wife; and as Work was al- 
ways his Averſion, he ſtudied all the Ways he could to 
ſupply himſelf with Money at any Rate, nor ſtuck at any 
Thing to accompliſh his Deſires were they ever ſo lewd or 
Infamous. Mean while, his honeſt Wife plainly perceived, 
that her Labour could not ſupply his Expences, and that all 
her Care and Induſtry fell ſhort to maintain him in his Ex- 


travagancy. The good Woman obſerving the Courſe be 


took, by fair Words and Perſuaſions endeavoured to reclaim 
him; but alas! in vain; for he, harden'd in his Faults, re- 
jected her Advice, reviling her with bad Words; and, 
prompted by his own baſe Inclinations, daily abuſed her; 
ſo that ſhe had not one comfortable Hour; and this was the 
firſt Diſtaſte between them; and as the Beginning was bad, 
the Sequel was fatal. 5 . | 

There is no Rock ſo fatal, or on which ſo many ſplit, as 
that of keeping bad Company, (for ſuch Alibius kept ;) 
their Converſation is infectious, and it often makes us 


1 88 Vice for Virtue. It takes off the Husband's Love to 


is Wife, and makes the Wife think deſpicable of the Huſ- 
band. It is the greateſt Bane to the Matrimonial State; for 
can a Man, who ſolemnly in the Preſence of his Creator 
| Promiſes to cheriſh the Wife of his Boſom; can that Man 
fling her from him, and habituate himſelf to vicious Com- 
pany ? A wretched Exchange! when we a& ſo contrary to 
the Laws of Reaſon and Nature, when we break our Vows 
to God, and enter into an immediate League and Covenant 
with the Devil, | £2: 


Poor 


| [7] 

Nt Poor Merilla perplex'd to ſee the Courſe her Husband 4 
took, that it waited his Eſtate, loſt him his Friends, and .Y | 
ve | ruined his Reputation, thought it her Duty to deſire ſome 9 
of of his intimate Acquaintance to talk to him about it, and to 
m | endeavour to perſuade him to leave his irregular and wick- 
all ed Courſes. But Aibius, whoſe. Soul was throughly con- 
ot, | taminated, was ſo far from reliſhing the kind Advice of his 
an Friend, that he not only deſpiſed it, but laughed at the | 
ad | Perſon who gave it. And it being not ſo Tecretly or diſ- | 
u- | creetly managed, but that Alibius came to know it was b | 
ir- his Wife's Deſire that his Friends reproved him, he tool 
as ſo great a Diſguſt to find that his Follies were revealed by = 
her, that after a moſt ſevere Check, he in the Hgat of his | 


nd Revenge, forſakes her Bed for ſome Months; but ſuch was 
his her Affection ſtill for him, that ſhe was ſcarce to be com- 
he forted by any Means at all, but ſpent her Time in continual 
al- Sorrow. The Motives of his third Diſtaſte to his Wife, | 
to | was grounded upon her Barrenneſs, as if it was in her Power 
ny to give him a Child, when the Divine Pleaſure was averſe pO 
or to it, and not confidering that Children often prove a Curſe 1} 
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d. inſtead of a Bleſſing. He, however, in a Clowniſh Sullen- 4 

all neſs, would often tell her, That when ſpe had a Child he 't 
x | would be a good Husband, but not before; nay, ſo great 41 
be | was his Impiety, that he would often declare, that his Wife tt 


im | was the Cauſe of his Poverty; and if ſhe would give him 
-e- | no Child, God would never proſper him. | 4 
d, Tis certain, all Women by Inſtint, naturally defire 1 
r; | Children, and it is a great Affliction, if not a Curſe to them | | 


m- | his Wife; for his Prodigality ſtill remaining, and his Wife's | 
to | Sterility being taken away, he who was before ſo deſirous 
ws | ofa Child, now thinks this one too many; becauſe, as he pre- | 
int | tended, he could not endure the. Crying and Noiſe of it; But | 
that was unnatural end ridiculous in itſelf. As the Child „ 
„„ | N 2 grew ” 


he ff they have none. But theſe unjuſt Reproaches of Alibius » 
id, juſtly afflicted his Wife, who ſends her Tears to Earth, and i | 
her Prayers to Heaven, that the Omnipotent Being would = 

as | bleſs her with a Child. And Prayers ſent from a pure | þ 
) Heart, and addreſs'd to a merciful God, ſeldom fail of ob- } 
us || taining their Requeſt, nor did Merilla's ;. for Heaven ſee- if 
to ing bis Hypocriſy, and knowing her religious Zeal, out of vt 
uſ- its ineſtimable Mercy; did grant her Petition, and him his 1 
for | Deſire; and bleſt her with a young Daughter, whom they {6 
tor named Emelia. 40 = ; =! 
an But from hence, proceeded another Reaſon of Piſtaſte to 15 
| 


— „ — 


88 
grew up he murmur'd more, obſerving the tender Mother 


ubſtract from his Prodigality to maintain Emilia; and this 
ſo inſcenſed him, that he declared his Child, whom he pre- 


| tended would be the Cauſe of his Joy and Proſperity, is 
now that of his Grief. Thus poor Merilla to her unſpeakable 


Sorrow, perceived his uncharitable and malicious Speeches 
directed to her, for Emilia's Sake; but God ſent the 
Daughter to revenge the Injuries and Wrongs that her Fa- 
ther intended to her indulgent Mother. 

His next Diſtaſte againſt his Wife proceeded from his 
obſerving, that old Age grew upon her; and that ſhe was 
more homely than when he firſt married her, as if Time 
and Age had not Power to wither the moſt conſummate 
Charms and bloom of Beauty and Youth. As all his former 
Diſtaſtes to his Wife betray'd his Inclinations to Prodigality 
and Wickedneſs, fo this Taft doth plainly diſcover his Ad- 
diction to Luſt. Tis impoſſible for our Wives to ſeem de- 
formed in our Eyes, except another ſeems fairer. Tis the 
Eye is the Door to the Heart in ſuch Caſes, and when Luſt 
becomes a gnawing Vulture to the Heart, States have been 
over-thrown, and 3 laid waſte to pleaſe the carnal 
Appetites; and no Sin has been ſcrupled by ſome carnal 
minded Men to accompliſh their Deſires. For Love (or 
rather Luſt) ſtops at nothing but Poſſeſſion. 

Alibius tempted by ſome Demon, and irritated by the 
foregoing Diſtates conceived againſt his Wife, (who, poor 
Woman, thought herſclf ſecure in her Innocency,) reſolved 


to leave Alerilla and his Daughter, and go to Service to 


ſome Gentleman, in order to put a ſtop to his Extravagancy, 
and thereby to recover what he had laviſhly ſpent. Hes In- 
tention had been highly applauded, if the Integrity of his 
Heart had anſwer'd the Smoothneſs of his Speech; but we 
ſhall find the Reverſe by the Remainder of this Story; for 


Words are not to be depended upon when proceeding from 
the Mouth of a treacherous and baſe Perſon, who like 


Judas, would betray with a Kifs. | 

He ferved ſeveral Gentlemen of Worth and Quality, and 
one of great Riches and Reputation, not above three ſhort 
Miles own the City of ZBre/tia, who being a Man of Hoſ- 


pitality, and a good Member of the Commonwealth, Ali- 


bins, (had he been a Perſon of Probity, or had he had the 
leaſt Deſign to reform,) might have left Vice, and embraced 
the Charms of Virtue: Alibius delighted in carving well, 


to be decent in his Apparel; and, above all, to have an 


: oil/ 
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oily Tongue; to be affable and free in his Compliments, 
without any regard at all, either to reform the Vanity of 
his Ambition, or to controul his diffolute and debauch'd - 
Opinions. | 


[ 89 


Having thus paſſed many Years abroad in Service, and 
ſeldom or never having ſeen Sprear, or viſited his Wife or 


Daughter, and finding that Age began to make an Impreſ- 


ſion on him, and that Servants got little but a new Lavery 
and a Bellyful, he reſolved to * Sprear, and to travel 
to Venice, hoping there to get an Imployment under the 
Seignory, or at 7 
recollecting the Weakneſs of his Purſe, and the Uuncertainty 
and Inſtability of Fortune, he form'd a Reſolution to ſojourn 
for ſome Time in Breſcia, in order to repair and amend 
(if poſſible) his ſhatter'd Fortune. 

Not long had he lived in this City, (Second to none but 
Venice itſelf for Antiquity, Beauty, and Wealth,) but his 


wandering Eye, already too much uſed to rove on new 


Ideas, made him forget his own Wife; and, defirous of 
Change, to with her in another World, that he might have 


the more Liberty to gratify his brutal Appetite in this. 


And now the Devil got too great an Aſcendant over him. 
For while he ſtai in Breſcia, it happen'd, that the Of- 
ficer who carry'd the Silver Rod before the Podeſta, or 


chief N of this City, died, and to that Office 


Alibius aſpired; and through his Gravity, ſmooth Tongue, 
and fair Speeches, join'd with his making Intereſt to the 
Podeſta and Senators, at laſt obtain d it. A Place indeed 
more honourable than profitable, aud yet worth at leaſt 
one hundred Ponnds per Annum, beſides his Diet. This 


Preferment made Alibius ſo much elated, that he ſcorn'd 


his poor Wife, forgetting that ſhe cherith'd him in the 
Midſt of his Poverty; nor would he ſee Sprear; nor ſuffer 
her to viſit Breſica; and the Devil being buſy with him, 
he in hopes of a richer and fairer Wife, reſolved to Poiſon 
poor Merilla, and what egg'd him on with more Violence, 
was a proud Conceit of himſelf on his Preferment. 

Not long after, another Accident fell out highly pleaſing 
to him. An honeſt Citizen of Bre/tia of his own Name, 


but no ways related to him died, (not without a gs. 


Suſpicion of being poiſon'd) leaving a rich Widow, name 


Philatea; and for the good Opinion he had conceived of 


Alibius, induced thereto by his Hypocritical Shew of 
Honeſty and Piety, made him ſole Executor. 1 
| EY 804145 


eaſt in ſome of the Nobles Service; but 
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Alibius ſeeing Philatea young, rich, and fair, Iook'd on 
her with a wanton Eye, wiſhing Fi Wife in the Grave; and 
himſelf in Philateas Bed. To obtain which, being fill'd 
with cruel and bloody Reſolutions, he reſolved to make 
Merilla a Viſit at Sprear ; and under Colour of Affection, 
making a ſumptuous Entertainment, mingled Poiſon in 


thoſe Diſhes ſet apart for his Wife Meril}a ; but ſeeing it 


had not the deſired Effect, he took Occaſion to quarrel 


with her, and in the Preſence of his Daughter Emilia, 


abuſed and beat her in a very inhuman Manner, and re- 
turn'd to Breſcia, ſtill hoping the Poiſon might yet operate, 
and diſperſe itſelf in her Veins, and that ſhortly he ſhould 
receive the welcome News of his Wife's Death. | 

In the mean Time, he laid cloſe Siege to Philatea's 


Chaſtity, and with all the artful Inſinuations of a 3 


Tongue, with N Vows of Conſtancy and Sincerity, an 


with all the ſoft and tender Things he could ſay, at laſt he 
- overcame her, and perſwaded her to proſtitute herſelf to his 


unlawful Pleaſure, and not regarding her Reputation, or 
the Welfare of her Soul, conſents to the delufive Pleaſure. 
A Pleaſure deſtructive often in the End: A bitter Sweet, 
and often attended with diſmal Woe and ſo it proved to 
them; for their laſcivious Familiarity began to diſcover 1t- 
ſelf in a viſible Manner, which Philatea perceiving, thought 
it high Time to provide for her own Safety, and fo ac- 
quainted Alibius with her Pregnancy, and asked his Ad- 
vice, whether ſhe ſhould marry with one of her Servants in 
order to preſerve her Honour. Such alas! 1s the Depravity 
of human Nature, that one Crime produces another ; and 
as ſhe had wrong'd herſelf, was yet willing to deceive per- 
haps an honeſt - Servant. But Alibius intending to keep all 
to himſelf, having got Poſſeſſion, bids her be chearful, and 
aſſured her that he would take Care to provide a Place ſo 
Pe for her Receprion that not a Squl ſhall be inform'd 
W 9; 98 5 
Auibius was before reſolved to murder his innocent Wife, 
and this Complaint of Pyilatea Tet him all on fire; he now 
vows poor Merilla ſhall not live, - provides himſelf with 
ſtronger Poiſon, and cover'd by the Obſcurity of the Night, 
takes Horſe, and rides directly to Sprear ; but Providence 
ſeemed to croſs his Defign, and to divert him from his 
bloody Purpoſe, . by an Accident as ſtrange as true; for 
about a Mile from Preſiia, as he rod by the common 
Place of Execution, his Horſe ſtumbled, and fell with him 
1 : | directly 
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L 91]. | 
directly againſt it, and with the Fall Alibius put his 
Shoulder out of Joint: An Omen ſurely from above to de- 
ter the deſigning Wretch from his horrid Enterprize; but 
his Covenant. with Hell was ſo ſtrong, that no Motives 
could divert his Intent; but full of his premeditated Pur- 
poſe he purſues his Journey.  _ 

Arriving at his Houſe at Sprear, he, contrary to his Ex- 
ation, finds his Daughter Emilia with her Mother (who 
* this Time had married a poor Countryman) the Sight 
of whom for that Time put a oy to his Deſign of poiſon- 
ing her Mother, fearing ſhe had already ſuſpected and 
diſcovered his Purpoſe, as indeed ſhe had; for which 
Reaſon, he forbore to adminiſter the diſmal Potion. 
Returning again to Breſcia, he there meets with Phi- 
latea's — Complaints of her 1 Shame, and 
that now it was high Time to look out for a Husband to 
ſcreen her. Alibius, on her repeated Tears and Com- 
laints, reſolves at any rate, or in any manner, to ſend his 
Wiſe into another World, but concealed his Purpoſe from 
the deluded, deceived, and debauched Philarea. A 
Wretch indeed he was, more Devil than Man, to imbrue 
his Hands in the Blaod of his own Wife, whom the Laws 
of Men and Decrees of Heaven had joined to him. Nay, 
had he but ruminated on the Silver Wand he himſelf bore - 
before the Podeſta; had he conſidered that as an Emblem 
of Juſtice for ſcourging and puniſhing infamous Actions, 
ſurely he muſt have "Teiſted, But what will not Luſt 
pon us to, or Revenge execute, if we are abondoned 
y the Supreme Being. | | | 
Perſeverance in Virtue is amiable, but in Sin lamentable, 
and this was Alibius's Caſe. Harden'd in Vice, the deeper 
Root it got, and nothing but innocent Blood could appeaſe 
the daring Wretch ; he reſolves to finiſh this mournful and 
bloody Tragedy ſo long deſired, and ſo often attempted. 
At length the fatal Time approached, wherein harmleſs 
Merilla was to fall by the mercileſs Hand of her Husband. 
Alibius having waited on the Podeſta at Supper, took 
Horſe juſt before the City Gates were ſhut, and having 
ſome of the ſtrong Poiſon in his Pocket rode directly to 
Sprear; but the more ſecretly to act his Villainy, he masked 
and diſguiſed himſelf, and * he got to his Houſe, he 
ties his Horſe to a Tree, and ſo knocks at the Door. Poor 
Merilla was in Bed and aflcep with a little Girl named 
Pomera, Daughter of Emilia; and the innocent Wite be- 
| leiving 
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leiving (as indeed it proved too true for her) that it was 


her Husband, ſends the little Girl down without a Candle 


to —_ the Door: The Child opening the Door, lets one 
in, but whom ſhe knows not, but by the ſmall Light the 
Moon afforded, perceived he had a Mask on, and being 
afraid, retired to:the Kitchen, and ſhut the Door faſt after 
her: Alibius goes: directly to his Wife's Chamber, and 
after ſome few Words had paſſed, forced her to take a 


Draught of the Poiſon he had qe mak. ſhe uſing all her 


weak Strength to defend herſelf, and endeavouring to call 
for Help, but in vain, for he being deviliſhly reſolved now 
to make ſure Work, takes a Biller out of the Chimn 


* 
and without giving her the leaſt Time to call to God 57 


Mercy, he diſpatched her in the Bed, and then made what 
Haſte he could to leave the Houſe. 


Pomerea fearing what hid happened, lights a Candle, 
and trembling goes up Stairs, where ſhe views the ſad. 
N of her murdered Grandmother weltring in her 


ood ; ſhocked with the Sight, ſhe makes moit diſmal 
Cries and Lamentations, and knows not what tp do in this 
wretched Perplexity : During this Time, Alibius going 
for his Horſe, finds nothing but the Halter; perplexed at 
this, he goes to the Houſe of one Bernardo, a Companion 
of his formerly in all his Extravagances, and who he very 


well knew was capable of acting the greateſt Villainy ; and 


this Fellow he acquaints with the Loſs of his Horſe, de- 


firing his Aſſiſtance to find him out, and as Fortune would 


have it, they found him grazing in a neighbouring Mea- 


dow. Alibius, after having given Barnard Gold, and en- 


joined him to Secrecy, haſtens back to Hreſcia, where the 


better to deceive the World, he is by Six of the Clock in 


the Morning waiting upon the Podeſta, and conducting him 


In the mean Time, affrighted Pomerea runs to the 


Neighbours, and tells them of her Grandmother's Death: 


Many of them flock to ſee the wotul SpeQacle ; the Covi- 


gadoꝭs of Sprear are acquainted of it, they ſend for Sur- 


geons to viſit the dead Body, who report ſhe was bot! 
poiſoned and beat to Death; they examine poor Pomeres, 
who related all ſhe knew or ſaw of the Matter, they ſend 
every where to ſearch for the Murtherer: The News of 
ſuch a horrid Act as this ſoon flew to Breſtza. Alibius 
counterfeiting Tears, with many Sighs, laments the Death 


of his Wife, and pretends ſuch Affection to her _— 
nds i 
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that he ſends Meſſengers every Way to find out the Author 


of ſuch an Action; but notwithftanding his diſſembled 
Tears, having a Hell in his Conſcience, he fears his Daugh- 
ter Emilia will think him to be her Mother's Murderer, 


very well knowing how barbarouſly- he had uſed the inno- 


cent Deceaſed in her Preſence, goth by Words and Blows ; 
and becauſe the Corrigadors (ſuſpecting her) had taken Sure- 
ties for her Appearance, he the better to infinuate with 
her, uſeth her with more than uſual Aﬀability, thinking if 


her Mouth was ſtopt, he need not fear. 


Time the Conſumer of all Things, began to wear awa 


the Rumour of this Murder; and Alibius thinking himſelf | 
ſecure, before three Months were expired, marries Philatea, 
Weeks — which 


who was brought to Bed about fix 
being ſo remarkable, many curious Heads in that City be- 


an vehemently to ſuſpect Alibius had a Hand in the Mur- 


er of his late Wife Merilla; but they did not dare to talk 
too much, becauſe he was well beloved ard reſpected both 


28 Podeſta and all the Senators. But as Murder pierceth , 
t 


e Clouds, and cries to Heaven for Vengeance; ſo we ſhall 


find this miraculouſly diſcovered, and the Author ſeverely 
puniſhed at a. Time when he thought the Storm averted; 


when he imagines all Rumours' were over, and Peoples 


| Tongues filent ; when he thought on nothing but paſling the 


Remainder of his Time in Merriment, and 1n rioting in 


his new Wife's Arms: I ſay, when he. thought himſelf moſt 
ſecure, himſelf was the Inſtrument of his own Diſcovery. 
For after he had married Philatea, | : ſends for Bernard 


to come to Preſcia, in order to paſs ſome Time at his 


Houſe; for he had always been his difolute Aſſociate: 
Bernard did not want many Invitations, but he gladly goes 
to his old Companion, who you may be ſure, rejoiced to ſee 


him, and after mutual CEO had paſled, and they 
ell to their old way of tippling, 
and carouſing continually together. Now it happened, that 


Bernard having drank too freely one Day without the 
North Gate of Breſcia, and the Wine having overcome his 


Reaſon, he told a Countryman of Sprear, that he knew 
Alibius, as great as he now carried himſelf, was once very 


poor, and that he murder'd his poor Wife in the Country, 


to have a fine one in the City; which Words of his he re- 


peated ſo often, that they were taken Notice of; and a 
erſon among the reſt acquainted with Alibius, went ſe - 
cretly and told him of it, Who fo ordered Matters, wherher 


by 
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will reconcile and clear up thoſe Doubts, diſperſe t 
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by murdering Bernard, or by giving him Gold, that he was 

never after ſcen in Breſcia. | | 
And now Alibius, thinking all Suſpicion vaniſhed, con- 
verted his Affection for his Daughter milia into Contempt, 
and his Courteſy to Unkindneſs, by taking from her the 
greateſt Part of the ſmall Means he gave towards her Main- 
tenance; which uncharitable and unnatural Part of his, 
threw this poor Woman into ſo great a Perplexity, as know- 
ing in her Conſcience that her Father was her Mother's 
Murderer, that by his Uſage, ſhe feared ſhe in time might 
ſhare her Fate; ſhe enters into many Confiderations with 
herſelf, as that, to accuſe her Father would be as great a 
Diſobedience in her, as it was cruelty in him to murder her 
Mother. Thus ſtruggling between Duty and Juſtice, ſhe is 
a long Time irreſolute either to advance or retire in this her 
Purpoſe ; here ſhe conſults betwixt Nature and Grace, be- 
twixt the Laws of Heaven and Earth, what ſhe ſhould do, 
or how ſhe ſhould carry herſelf in an Affair of ſuch Impor- 
tance; It grieves her to be the Means of a Father's Death, 
of whom ſhe received her Being, and yet ſhe is unwilling 
to conceal her Mother's Murtherer: Though Senſe and Na- 
ture cannot, yet ſedate Thoughts joined with l 
oſe 
Clouds from our Eyes, and make us ſee ciear, that Earth 
may not conceal Murder, ſince God receives Glory both in 

the Detection and Puniſhment of it. | 

Some will ſay, the Daughter was in the Wrong to accuſe 
her Father: Did not he do much worſe to murder her 
Mother? It was not a Pleaſure but a Pain to Emzlia to 
make the Diſcovery. Was not ker Reſolution confirm'd by 
her Father's fudden Marriage, and her Mother-in- law be- 


ing ſo quickly after brought to Bed? Common Report vin- 


dicated her, and not able any longer to contain herſelf, ſhe 
goes to the next Judge, and accuſes her Father with the n- 


human Murder of her Mother Merilla. 


The Judge being a wiſe and grave Man, and ſurprized :t 
the Story, detaines Emilia in his Houſe, and writes to the 
Podeſta of Breſcia. about it, who receives the News on a 
Saturday Night : The next Morning he acquaints the Pre- 
fect and the Senators thereof, who repair to his Houſe : 
The Circumſtances prove ſo very ſtrong againſt Alibius, 
that they all conclude to impriſon him; he was at the Door 


ſtanding in his tufted Gown and Velvet Cap, with his Silver 
F-2ad in his Hand, (as if he was fiter to check others than 


to 
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to be controuled himſelf,) waiting to conduct the Podeſta, 
little dreaming how near he was to Danger: He was by a 
Serjeant called in to ſpeak with the Pogeſta; and although 
he knew himſelf guilty as ſoen as accuſed, yet, he puts on 
a bold Face, and comes before him : At his Arrival, his 
Velvet Cap and Silver Wand (thoſe Enſigns of Honour and 
— were taken from him, and conſequently his Office; 
e was examined by thoſe worthy Magiſtrates in the ſtricteſt 
Manner; but he, with many ſmooth Words, aſſiſted by his 
graceful Carriage, endeavours to palliate his Crime, and 
pleads his intire Innocency, but in vain; they commit him 
cloſe Priſoner, where he hath Time and Leiſure to think 
on the Foulneſs of his Fact. The Day following, the Cor- 
rigadoes of Sprear ſent Emilia to Breſcia, where the next 
Day the Podeſta, Prefect, and Senators examined her, firſt 
exhorting her to conſider, that ſne ſpeaks before God; and 


altho* Alibius was her earthly Father, yet he was her 


Heavenly: They conjure her to ſpeak the Truth, and no 
more; and ſeeing her an illiterate Woman, they informed 
her of the Nature of an Oath: Emilia falling on her 


| Knees, wringing her Hands, and looking ſtedfaſtly towards 


— 


Heaven for ſome Time, had not the Power to ſpeak : The 
Judge, by mild Exhortations, incourages her to ſpeak; 


when ſhe with Tears and Sighs, at laſt, uttereth theſe 
Words: My Suſpicion ariſes from this; T have often ſeen my 


Father beat my Mother moſt cruelly, and as often left her 


for Dead, vowing, if ſhe was not ſo then, he would have 


his Deſire one Time or another. Once he gave her Poiſon 
in ſome Milk, but fhe did not drink it all, ſo that it had 
not then the Power to operate, and what ſhe left I gave to 
a Dog, which immediately killed him, and for which my 
Father correfted me; and theſe, my Lora, are the Reaſons 
which makes me accuſe him; and that this is the Truth, I 
cal} Heaven to Witneſs. The Judges bound her to give 
Evidence at the great Court of the Province, and diſmiſſed 


+ her for that Time. 


In the mean Time, Alibius is viſited in Priſon by diverſe 
of his Acquaintance ; nay, ſome of the Senators afforded 
him that Honour out of Charity: They talk to him about 
his Crime, and perſuade him to glorify God by an ample 
Confeſſion, but in vain ; he calls Heaven to witneſs his In- 
nocency, and appeared ſo religious and grave in his 
Speeches, that he drew many of the inferior [Ser of People 
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| 


do believe his Accuſation' was falſe ; but his Hypocriſy was 
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diſcovered, and his Cruelty laid open to the whole World. 
For now the Time approached, when the Duke and 
Seignory of Venice, deputed and ſent forth Judges to paſs 


through the ſeveral Provinces of their Dominions to fit 
upon, and try all capital Offenders, and to puniſh them ac- 


cording to their Deſerts: A Cuſtom eſteemed famous, not 


only in Chriſtian States, but over the whole Univerſe! A 


Cuſtom by which Juſtice is brought home to the Peoples 


re- 


Doors, and by which Juſtice is done on the Spot; it 
by their 


ſerves the Peace, and exterminates all thoſe who 
lewd and ſcandalous Actions endeavour to infringe it. 
Thus theſe high and honourable Judges, (being in Num- 
ber two for every Diviſion) having diſpatched their Buſineſs 
in Padua, Vinenſa, Verona, and Bergamo, arrived in 


Breſtia, in the Caſtle whereof they keep the Forum, or 


Court of Juſtice, And becauſe this City is exempted from 


the Province, as being particularly indowed with a peculiar 


Juriſdiction, and honoured with many Priviledges and Pre- 
rogatives; therefore (Merilla having been murder'd in 
the Province) Alibius is fetched out of his firſt Priſon, and 
by one of the graveſt Senators deputed for that Purpoſe by 
the Podeſta and Senate, conducted to the Caſtle to be ar> 


raigned ; and although the ſaid Senator ſeemed to have che 


Art of Perſuaſion, and uſed his beſt Oratory to draw Ali- 
bius to Confeſſion and Repentance, yet it made no Im- 
. on him; but he perſevered in his Denial of the 

act, and ſtood upon his San we and freely converſed 
with ſome of his Acquaintance, as if his Heart felt no 
Grief, and ſeemed as unconcerned as the numerous Specta- 
tors; and ſo vain was he, that he came to the Bar in a black 
Sattin Suit, and his Hair and Beard neatly combed and 


powdered, and with ſo confident a Demeanour, as if he 


were to receive ee and not his Sentence. 
The Judges ordered his Indictment to be read, wherein he 


is charged with poiſoning and murdering his Wife, to which 


he pleaded that he was no _ 


p guilty, or any wiſe acceflary 
to her Death, and with feigned 


ears, ſeemed to lament the 


loſs of her. The Witneſſes were called, and firſt his own 
Daughter Emilia, who with Tears, ſtood firm to her former 
Depoſition, that he had often beat her Mother almoſt to 
Death; that he had diverſe Times ſwore her Deſtruction; 
and that ſhe verily believed he was puilty of her Death. 
Alibius, with-many a plaufible Story ende avours to repre- 


ſent 
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ſent his Daughter a Lunatick, or that ſhe would take away 
his Life to enjoy his Eſtate and Effects after his Death, and 
runs on in an extravagant Apology tor himſelf, and con- 
cluded, that he never was poſſeſt of any Poiſon. T 


he 
Judges out of their Zeal to Juſtice, ſat patiently, and 1 


mitted him to ſpeak without Interruption, and w en he h 

done, they ſhewed him the foulneſs of the Fact he was ac- 
cuſed off, and painted out to him in lively Speeches the 
deviliſh Nature and monſtrous Crime of Murder, a Murder 


committed partly on himſelf; for as Man and Wife are one 
ſo he ought rather to have cheriſhed than any wiſe injured 


her, and that he increaſed his Crime the more by denying: 
it, telling him that the Evidence was ſtrong againſt him, but 


that as he did deny the Fact, he ſhould have a fair Trial. 
Two Apothecary's Apprentices were called, who ſeverally 


affirm, that they fold him Ratsbane, and one of them in 


particular mentioned the Day he fold him ſome, which 


proved to be the Day before his Wife's Murder: Numerous - 


were the Spectators, and one amongſt the reſt hearing the 
Day mentioned son which the Murder was committed, re- 
collected with himſelf, that he did that Evening lend Ai- 
bius a Horſe, and that he returned him again very dirty and 


tired the next Morning about Four of the Clock, and this 


Man mentioning of it, was called on to give it in Evidence, 
which he accordingly did as above. The Judges acquaint 


 Alibius that it was a ſtrong circumſtantial Proof agamſt 


him, and defired him to give an Account where, and in 


whoſe Company he was that Night; but he ſays, it was a 


ſudden Charge, and that he could not at that Time recol- 
lect; and perſeveres in his former Obſtinacy, and pretended 
to wipe off the Apothecary's Boys Evidence by this poor 
Evaſion, that he bought 2nd uſed it only to poiſon Rats, 
and that the Man who owned the Horſe was miſtaken 1m the 
Day; but the Man replied, he was poſitive of it, becauſe 
he always wrote down the Day he lent any Horſe in bis 


Book, that at the Years End he might know his Gains, and 


ſo produced his Pocket Book in Court, wherein was the 


Day of the Month mentioned, with this Addition; Then 


Jent Alibius the Podeſta Beadle. a Horſe ; and underneath, 


returned the next Morning. And the honourable Are 
remarked, that Aibius did not deny but he bought the 
Poiſon, but ſaid he bought it to kill Rats, tho' before he 

declared that he never had any Poiſon; Alibius q et ſtood 


firm to his former Denial, and with many ſmoot We 
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and humble Geſtures, endeavoured to make it appear, that 
* no wiſe imbrued his Hands in the Blood of his 

ife. 8 

After the Jury impanelled, had amply heard as well the 
Witneſſes againſt Alibius as his Defence for himſelf ; and 
after the eldeſt Judge had with-great Impartiality and Per- 
ſpicuity ſummed up the Evidence, and lett it to the Juries 

reaſt, that all the World might _ that Alibius had a 
fair Trial, the Jury went out, and after a Quarter of an 
Hours tarrying, they return, and find him guilty of poiſon- 
ing and murdering his Wife Merilla. As ſoon as they 
had given their Verdi, Alibius was taken from the Bar, 
and carried back to Priſon ; and yet, his Obſtinacy did not 
abate, for all the Way he went, he beat his Breaſt; and 


cried, it was only the Malice of his wicked Daughter that 


had condemned him; and tho? many good Chriſtians preſſed 
him to a Confeſſion, alledging that God was merciful to the 
Penitent, and ſeverely puniſhed the Obſtinate, and ſuch as 
ſtand in a known and willful Lye; but all they could ſay did 
not at all avail with him. | | 4 

The ſecond Morning after his Conviction, he was carried 


from his Priſon to the Caſtle, and ſo to the Bar to receive 


his Sentence, where one of the Judges told him, that his 
hearkening to the Devil, and forſaking God, had brought 


him to ſuch Miſery; that his diſſolute Life and bad Company 


had brought him to this untimely End ; adviſed him to 
throw off his Hypocriſy, and think, that tho' he might de- 
ceive Men, yet God was not to be deceived ; informed him 
that God was merciful and gracious to a Sinner that repent- 
ed; that he muſt now caſt off worldly Thoughts, and fix 


his Mind on Things above, and no longer to think of his 


Body, but take Care of his precious and immortal Soul ; 
and fo, after a learned Exhortation, he pronounceth the 
Sentence, that for the. execrable Murder committed on his 
own Wife, he ſhould hang by the Neck for the Space of 
one Hour till he was dead, and ſo beſought the Lord to 
have Mercy on his Soul. 5 

Alibius returned to Priſon, and ſtill remained obſtinate, 
affirming to all who viſited him, that he died innocently. 
Two Divines were ordered to attend and prepare him for 
another World, they ſerioufly preſs him to an Acknowledg- 
ment of his Crime, and tho' they found the Devil had a 


ſtrong Influence over him; yet, by the Power and Grace of 
their Speeches and Exhortations, they ſo mollified his Heart, 


that 
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that at laſt they prevailed over him, being terriſied with 
God's Juſtice, and incouraged by his Mercies, that with 
Tears and Groans he confeſſed the Murder of his Wiſe, and 
bitterly repented it, thanking thoſe Godly Divines for their 
Charity, un and Zeal for the Preſervation of ſaving his 
recious and immortal Soul, and doth upon his Knees, be- 
eech them to pray unto the Lord to forgive him, and to re- 

ceive him into his bleſt Abodes. | 

Some few Days afterwards, Alibius was conveyed to th 
Place of Execution, having the Favour to dye alone, and 
at leaſt three Hours before the other Malefactors: An in- 
finite Number of People of all Ranks, and both Sexes, aſ- 
ſembled to ſee Alibius take his laſt Farewel of the World. 


At his aſſending the Ladder, his fair grey Beard and comely 


Preſence, drew Pity from the Hearts, and Tears from the 


Eyes of the greateſt Part of the Spectators, to ſee that the 


Devil had deluded him, and ſo ſtrongly inchanted him, as 
to lay violent Hands on his Wife, and to ſee ſo grave a Man 
thus untimely caſt away. Ek | 
His Speech was ſhort, he confeſt his Crime, and with 
many Tears, beſought the Company to pray for his Soul; 
he lamented the Vanity of his Youth, and the Diffoluteneſs 
of his Age; told them, that his negle& of his Duty to 
God, and confederating and joining with ill Company, had 
brought him to that . End, exhorted them to take 
Example by him, and having — freed his ſecond 
Wife Philatea from being any way acceflary, or acquainted 
with the Murder of his firſt Wife Merilla, and recommend- 


ing his Soul into the Hands of his Saviour, and crying for 
Mercy, he died as penitent as he had lived Diflolute and 


Profane. 
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REFLECTIONS 
: | | On the foregoing | 
T DK . 


JJ? ON the whole, we may obſerve, that bad Compan 
and Drinking enticed him to a Commiſſion of the Fact 
allured by Luſt, and ſtirred up to Rage, he murdered his 
own Wife, and broke that Union which God had made 
facred; 2 Union, than which none is ſo perfect and abſolute 
on Earth: Charity teacheth us to love all the World, but 
_ . eſpecially thoſe who are related to us: Religion goes a De- 
ree further, and enjoins us to love thoſe who hate us; 
7 to kill thoſs who love us, and to deprive thoſe of 
a Being who are ready to ſacrifice their own Lives for the 
Preſervation of ours, muſt needs proceed from a Devil, 
rather than a Man endowed and bleſt by Heaven with reaſon- 
able Faculties. Murder is a horrid * crying Sin; Cain the 
firſt Perſon guilty, was branded by God himſelf with per- 
petual Infamy; and God e wee David for his Mixture of 
Adultery and Murder, for he cauſed Uriah to be killed, 
- that he might enjoy his Wife. Murder is a Sin of ſo deep a 
Dye, that it leaves a Stain upon the Land where it is com- 
mitted; the Scripture ſays, The Land cannot be purged of 
Blood, but by the Blood of him that ſhea it; and tho' in 
other Caſes, the flying to the Altar ſecured a Man,; yet, in 
this of willful Murder, no Refuge was to be allowed, but 
ſuch a one was to be taken even from thence and delivered 
up to Juſtice. And it is yet further obſerveable, that the 
only two Precepts which the Scripture mentions, as given to 
Noah after the Flood, were both in relation to this Sin; 
That of not eating Blood being a Ceremony to beget in Men 
a greater Horror and Deteſtation of this Sin of Murder, and 
ſo intended for the preventing of it. The other was for the 
Puniſhment of it; He that feng wo Man's Blood, by Man 
Hall his Blood bs foed ; and the Reaion of this I r 
| | | | a 
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added in the next Words; For in the Image of God made be 
| Man: So that this Sin is not only an Injury to another, but 


even the higheſt Contempt of God himſelf; for it is the De- 
facing of his Image which he hath ſtamped upon Man. Nay, 
yet further, it is uſurping of God's proper Right and Authori- 
ty; for it is God alone has'the Right to diſpoſe of Man's 
Life; *twas he alone who gave it, and *tis he alone las Power 


to take it away; ſo that whoſoever murders a Man, does as 


it were wreſt this Power out of God's Hand, which is the 
higheſt Piece of Preſymption. 

Th a Man think of the extream Horror of a Murderer's 
Conſcience, for there is not any Privacy a Man can make uſe - 
of in the acting this Sin, that can ſecure him from the Ven- 
geance of it; for he can never ſhut up his own Conſcience 
that will in ſpight of him be privy to the Fact, and that 


very often proves the Means of diſcovering it to the World; 


or if he ſhould not do that, yet it will be ſuch a Hell 
within as will be worſe than Death. The Conſideration of 
this, ought to poſſeſs a Man with the greateſt Horror and 


Abomination of this Sin, and make him extreamely careful 


never to fall into it. To avoid it, take care that Covetouſe 
neſs, Ambition, Drink, or Luſt, have no Dominion over 


vou. Anger is a Madneſs that ſuffers us not to conſider, or 


know what we do when it has once poſſeſs d us; therefore, 


when we find ourſelves inflamed, we ought immediately to 


check it before it gets too great an Aſcendant over us. The 
Careleſſneſs of the Soul is the Root of all the Sin we com- 
mit; and therefore, whoever intends to ſet upon 2 Chriſtian 
Courſe, muſt in the firſt Place amend. To the doing 


\. whereof, there needs no deep Learning, or extraordinary 


Parts ; the fimpleſt Man living (who is not a natural Fool) 
hath Underſtanding enough for it, if he will but act in this 
by the ſame Rules of common Reaſon, whereby he proceeds 
in his Worldly Buſineſs; the Admiſſion to Heaven is eaſy ; 
For ſeek and you ſhall find, knock and it ſhall be opened unto 
yon. "TON 


— Unhappy Wretch, that doth himſelf deceive; 
For tho” the Murder he perhaps conceals : 

| Juſtice, when he himſelf ſecure believes, 
Doth ſoon o'ertake, and gently on him ſteals. 


FF 1NES 


